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The City recognizes the preservation of trees sustains the natural beauty, significance, and long-term 

potential of properties, increases property values, and encourages quality development. A tree permit is 

required to trench, grade, or fill within the dripline of any protected tree, or cut down, destroy, trim by 

topping, or remove any protected tree on private property. Refer to Martinez Municipal Code Chapter 

8.08 (Protected Trees) for the comprehensive regulations. 

 

Submittal Requirements: 
 

▪ Standard Application Form 

▪ Site plan indicating approximate location of all trees on the property including trees to remain 

(indicate size and dripline of each tree). 

▪ Certified Arborist Report.1 

▪ Written statement indicating reasons for removal. 

▪ Photographs, and description of trees proposed for removal - Include diameter or circumference 

at 4.5 feet above grade, quantity, species, location, condition of each tree proposed to be 

removed. 

▪ Written authorization from property owner (if different from applicant). 

Approval Process:  

▪ Community Development Staff will visit the site and decide on this application within 10 days 

unless additional information is needed. 

▪ If the permit is granted, it will be valid for 90 days. 

▪ Any person may appeal this decision within 10 days of the issuance of the permit by submitting a 

written appeal to the Planning Commission specifying why the decision does not meet the criteria 

listed in the Tree Ordinance. 

Tree Permit Required: 

A tree permit is required to trench, grade, or fill within the dripline of any protected tree, or cut 

down, destroy, trim by topping, or remove any protected tree on private property. The following 

trees are considered protected: 

▪ All oak trees and indigenous trees (such as Coast Redwood, White Alder, Red Alder, Bigleaf Maple, 

California Buckeye, Madrone, California Bay or Laurel, California Black Walnut, and California 

Sycamore) measuring 12 inches or more in diameter, measured 4 ½ feet from grade.  

 
1 Submittal of an arborist report may be waived by the Planning Manager or designee upon determination that the 
tree shall be removed for health or safety reasons. 
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▪ Any tree shown to be preserved on an approved tentative map or development plan or required 

to be retained as a condition of approval. 

▪ Any tree required to be planted as a replacement for an unlawfully removed tree. 

▪ Any tree within the public right-of-way or private access easement. 

▪ Tree on a developed property within any commercial, professional office, or industrial zoning 

district. Any tree within the Downtown Specific Plan area. 

▪ Any tree measuring 24 inches or more in diameter, measured 4 ½ feet from grade. Any multi-

stemmed tree where the sum of the individual trunks measures 24 inches or more in diameter 

measured 4 ½ feet from grade. 

▪ Tree on an undeveloped property within any zoning district. 

▪ Tree on area designated on the General Plan for recreational purposes or open space. 

▪ Tree in any area designated in the General Plan Open Space Element as visually significant riparian 

or skyline vegetation and where the tree is adjacent to or part of a riparian, foothill woodland, or 

oak savanna area, or cultivated orchard (within the Open Space Element).  

An encroachment permit is required from the Engineering Division to remove a tree on public property. 


