RESOLUTION NO. 074-20
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ,
ADOPTING THE DERIVED STATEMENT FROM THE LEAGUE OF
CALIFORNIA CITIES ON EQUITY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Martinez issued the below statement, derived
from the League of California Cities, committing to creating an equitable and just future
for all Martinez constituents; and
WHEREAS, “Communities throughout California and across the nation are frustrated,
outraged, and grieving over the deaths of George Floyd and countless other men and
women, some of whom made headlines and many others who did not. Their senseless
deaths have brought to the forefront, yet again, the painful injustices in our society that
communities of color have endured for generations.”; and
WHEREAS, “the Martinez City Council shares in our country’s anguish. We stand firmly
opposed to any expression of discrimination or racism towards any person and we commit
to rooting out systemic racial bias wherever, and whenever, it exists.”; and
WHEREAS, “Outrage at the brutal treatment of people of color, especially at the hands
of law enforcement, is not new. We have been here before. However, the heightened
awareness too often has faded, with minimal change that fails to result in meaningful and
lasting progress toward a just and equitable system. This time must be different. As local
leaders, we have a tremendous opportunity and responsibility to evaluate, reimagine, and
reform our institutions to ensure our systems are equitable and just.”; and
WHEREAS, “Reform will not happen overnight, but as city leaders, we must and will listen
to the voices of those in our communities who have suffered bias and have been treated
unfairly. We must hear their words and turn them into effective action to protect the civil
rights of every person.”; and
WHEREAS, “We also believe that real progress can only stem from proactive community
engagement that is inclusive, transparent, sustainable, and builds trust between all
residents and the city agencies that serve them.”; and
WHEREAS, “Working with city and law enforcement leadership, we commit to
reevaluating city operations and services through an equity lens and reforming areas
where longstanding racial biases and inequities exist. This includes advancing policies
that promote the hiring and support of police officers who reflect the diverse communities
they have sworn to protect and serve.”; and
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WHEREAS, “Racial bias has been ingrained in our institutions for decades. It is time
instead to embed equity and justice into the fabric of those same institutions. As local
government leaders, it is our responsibility to drive the change and accountability that we
need to see throughout our society.”; and
WHEREAS, “The time to act is now.”
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Martinez
hereby adopts the derived statement from the League of California Cities, on Equity and
Justice for All.

* * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly
adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council
held on the 1st day of July, 2020, by the following vote:
AYES:

Councilmembers Lara DeLaney, Noralea Gipner, Debbie McKillop,
Vice Mayor Mark Ross, Mayor Rob Schroder

NOES:

None

ABSTAIN:

None

ABSENT:

None

_________________________________
RICHARD HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
CITY OF MARTINEZ
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