
  Martinez General Plan Task Force Meeting #12 Summary (September 21, 2011)  

 

1

 
 

Martinez General Plan Update Task Force  
Meeting #12 Summary 
Wednesday, September 21, 2010 
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
Martinez Senior Community Center 
818 Green Street, Martinez 
 
Task Force Members 
Donna Allen 
Jim Blair 
Victor Carniglia, Chair 
Earl Dunivan Jr. 
Rachel Ford 
Jeff Keller 
Linda Meza 
Cynthia Murdough 

Cindy Nuse 
Leanne Peterson 
Denise Sanchez Cannon  
Mark Thomson 
George Vetek 
Jenny Ward 
Jan Weiss 

Speakers 
Martin Inouye, Omni-Means 
Anthony Varni, Representative of the Bisio Property 
 

City Representatives and Consultants  
Terry Blount, AICP, Planning Manager 
Jeffery Baird, AICP, Consultant 
Anjana Mepani, Associate Planner 
Joe Enke, Senior Civil Engineer 
Susan Moeller, Consultant for the “Downtown Matters!” Project 
 

Meeting Purpose and Agenda  

The purposes of the Martinez General Plan Update Task Force meeting conducted on September, 2011 at 
the Martinez Senior Community Center were to:  (1) receive an update on “Downtown Matters!” (2) 
receive information and discuss transportation/circulation element issues and policies; (3) receive 
information from a representative of the Bisio property; (4) discuss development standards; and (5) 
review the near-term schedule and “working agendas” for future Task Force meetings. Below is the 
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agenda for the September 21, 2011 Task Force meeting. A copy of the wall-graphic recording of Task Force 
member comments at the meeting is included at the end of this meeting summary. 
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Brief Review of Downtown Matters!  
Following a review of the meeting’s purpose and agenda, Susan 
Moeller, consultant to the Downtown Matters! effort, provided an 
overview of the process and the workshop conducted the previous 
night. The workshop was entitled “Making it Happen: New 
Opportunities for Downtown Martinez.”  At this workshop a list of 
strategic action items was formulated to assist the City and its citizens, 
property and business owners, and other stakeholders with “Making it 
Happen! Making it Real!”  The General Plan Update Task Force will 
discuss recommendations for the Downtown at the October 26, 2011 
Task Force meeting. 
 
 

Task Force Discussion of 
Circulation and Transportation 
Issues  
Martin Inouye, of Omni-Means, Ltd., 
Engineers and Planners, provided an overview 
of the City’s street and transportation system 
and other background information for the 
General Plan. In addition, staff from the City’s 
Engineering Division provided a review of 
recent and planned improvements. The 
approach for the presentation and discussion 
with the Task Force identified what enhancements Martinez can do to support an effective circulation 
system through General Plan policies and actions for circulation, land use, design, public improvements 
and other issues. The presentation covered an overview of circulation planning, identification of recent 
successes and current projects in the pipeline, review of the existing circulation system and conditions, 
and identification of possible strategies and 
opportunities regarding circulation in Martinez. 
A copy of the PowerPoint presentation was 
provided to Task Force members at the 
meeting.  
 

 

Task Force Comments 
(1) Plan on connecting Martinez to the 

Iron Horse Trail even though it is 
difficult. This could hook into bicycle 
traffic countywide and is a way to 
bring people Downtown. 

(2) Improve the signage on the Bay Trail. (Staff note: There is additional signage being worked on 
currently). 
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(3) Identify the extent of the quiet zone. The quiet zone affects Waterfront Park usage and the 
concerns of users. 

(4) Improve Marina Vista. 
(5) Connect the various links to bring people Downtown. Right now it is very confusing. 
(6) Identify off leash dog areas. 
(7) Recognize that WETA has money to spend and the City needs to be aggressive with WETA and 

take on a more active role in obtaining funding. There is over $200 million to spend for a ferry 
terminal. 

(8) Consider the costs of maintenance and other associated costs. 
(9) Provide an attractive link between inter modal transportation and the Downtown. 
(10) Make it more attractive to get people Downtown. 
(11) The circulation system Downtown is too complicated with the mix of one-way and two-way 

streets. 
(12) The Corporation Yard Downtown is unattractive. We should consider combining Corporation 

Yards with the County. 
(13) The 500 block improvements Downtown should link with the direction established through the 

Downtown Matters! process. We want an active Main Street. 
(14) Identify the regional destinations in Martinez. 
(15) Improve gateways to Martinez including Marina Vista and Pacheco and improving the look of 

streets. 
(16) Improve the entryway at Alhambra and Highway 4. The entryway should be different if you go 

towards Downtown. 
(17) Keep Alhambra Valley Road to two 

lanes south of Highway 4. 
(18) Improve the travel experience along 

Martinez roadways. 
(19) Identify the status of the Downtown 

Transportation Improvement Plan and 
apply for funds for improvements. 

(20) Include the entire sphere of influence 
in planning the circulation system. 

(21) Plan for under-grounding the railroad 
tracks, even if it does not happen in the 
near-term. 

(22) Consider the issues related to trail 
connections and improved entryways 
as shown on the adjacent map. 
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Task Force Discussion of the Bisio Property 

Anthony Varni, a representative of the Bisio property owners, provided background information on the 
property and answered questions from the Task Force. The Bisio property is located at 310 Embarcadero 
Street (directly west of Granger’s Wharf).  This property was once the site of the Martinez Sanitary 
Garbage Company.  It is where the garbage 
trucks were stored when not in use.  When the 
City joined with other local jurisdictions in the 
area in the 1980s to consolidate solid waste 
disposal services, the site was no longer used 
for this purpose.  It is currently used as a 
materials and truck storage facility for the local 
cable company.  This site is directly adjacent to 
the Martinez Regional Shoreline to the north 
and the Martinez Sportsmen’s Club to the west, 
a social club whose roots go back many years 
and is closely associated with the City’s Italian-
American community.  To the west is also the location of a Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 
pumping station. Task Force members discussed possible uses and improvements to the property. Topics 
ranged from flooding and access, to opportunities for this property due to its location near Downtown and 
the water. Follow-up analysis will be undertaken by City staff to provide the Task Force with more 
information on possible uses of the property. 
 

Task Force Comments 
(1) Assure access for emergency vehicles. 
(2) Consider residential near the transit center. 
(3) Consider that East Bay Regional Park District may be opposed because of dogs and cats from 

residential uses. 
(4) Evaluate the economics of development but we may want to target this as a high density site near 

the Downtown. 
(5) Consider the seismic stability of sites north of the railroad tracks and the costs of engineering. 
(6) What are the impacts of flooding and the potential rise in sea level? 
(7) Consider possible nonresidential uses such as a hotel and restaurant. 
(8) Evaluate alternative access points. 
(9) Provide direction so that the developer can come up with creative solutions. 
(10) Do not develop a hotel on this site. 
(11) Make sure all the costs of development are known up front. 
(12) Consider that from an aesthetic standpoint higher building heights are not good. 
 

 
Task Force Discussion of Development Standards 

Anjana Mepani of City staff provided an overview of development standards. Development standards 
provide the geometric limitations (e.g. maximum building height and minimum setbacks from property 
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lines) within which development can take place on a lot. The City’s development standards can be found 
in the Zoning Ordinance.  The City’s Zoning Ordinance is planned to be updated after the General Plan 
Update for the purposes of consistency.  The General Plan Update process should consider improving the 
Zoning Ordinance and development standards to reflect the policy direction that will be contained in the 
new General Plan 
 

Task Force Comments 
(1) Support complete streets. 
(2) Consider a form-based code approach for the Downtown and possibly Pacheco. Provide examples 

in Martinez of the two approaches — traditional zoning and a form-based code approach. 
(3) Obtain a list from staff of areas in the zoning code that need to be fixed. 
(4) Establish criteria for development and consider not using density as a standard of intensity such 

as in hillside areas. 
(5) Consider a wedding cake approach to height limits. 
(6) Provide additional information on form-based codes. 
(7) Simplify, but retain the intent, of current regulations. 
(8) Provide for exceptions to standards as opposed to the more structured and rigorous variance 

process. 
(9) Avoid impacting community character if we change zoning standards. 
(10) Define what we want the community to look like and then implement regulations to achieve that 

goal. 
(11) Remove out of date sections of the Zoning Ordinance especially in Downtown. 
(12) Make decision-making easier and more transparent. 
(13) Avoid parking impacts and the impacts on quaint neighborhood character as we discussed about 

the neighborhood south of Downtown. 
 

 
Task Force Review of the Near-Term Schedule 

The approach to the upcoming meetings provides a logical connection between all of the Task Force’s 
discussion and direction to date with review and discussion of Downtown, including Task Force 
consideration of the recommendations from the “Downtown Matters!” effort. It was decided that the 
October 26, 2011 Task Force meeting would be devoted solely to Downtown. It was also decided that the 
November Task Force meeting would be cancelled so that staff can complete a first draft of portions of 
the General Plan for Task Force discussion at the December meeting on December 14th.  The Task Force 
also requested that the Draft General Plan be distributed to the Task Force 10-14 days prior to the meeting 
so everyone has a chance to review it before the meeting. The Task Force would also review an approach 
for covering the Draft General Plan at the December meeting. 
 



  Martinez General Plan Task Force Meeting #12 Summary (September 21, 2011)  

 

7

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wall-Graphic Recording of Comments from the September 21, 2011 Martinez General Plan Update Task Force Meeting 


