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Martinez General Plan Update Task Force  
Meeting #11 Summary 
Wednesday, August 24, 2011 
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
City Council Chambers / Martinez City Hall 
 
Task Force Members 
Donna Allen 
Victor Carniglia, Chair 
Earl Dunivan Jr. 
Rachel Ford 
Jeff Keller 
Linda Meza 

Cindy Nuse 
Leanne Peterson 
Mark Thomson 
George Vetek 
Jenny Ward 
Jan Weiss 

Speakers 
Dena Belzer, Strategic Economics 
Corey Simon, Senior Planner 
 

City Representatives and Consultant  
Terry Blount, AICP, Planning Manager 
Jeffery Baird, AICP, Consultant 
 

Meeting Purpose and Agenda  

The purposes of the meeting of the General Plan Update Task Force (GPUTF) were to: (1) Receive an 

update on “Downtown Matters!” planning effort; (2) receive information and discuss economic development 

issues and strategies; (3) review, discuss and provide direction for slope density regulations; and (4) review 

and confirm the next meeting agenda and the near-term schedule. It was announced that the next major 
meeting on “Downtown Matters!” will be held on September 20th. It is intended that the Task Force will 
discuss Downtown policies and strategies at the Task Force’s October meeting so there is time to digest 
the results from the September 20th “Downtown Matters!” meeting. Below is the agenda for the August 24, 

2011 Task Force meeting. A copy of the wall-graphic recording of Task Force member comments at the 
meeting is included at the end of this meeting summary. 
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Task Force Discussion of Economic Development Issues  
Following a review of the meeting’s purpose and agenda, Dena Belzer of Strategic Economics gave a 
presentation to the Task Force on what Martinez can do to enhance economic development activity to 
assure a successful, thriving and sustainable 
community. The focus of the presentation was on 
land use, design, public improvements and other 
policies/actions/topics that could be covered in 
the City’s General Plan. A copy of the 
PowerPoint presentation was provided to Task 
Force members at the meeting.  
 

 

Task Force Comments 
 
(1) Look at gateways to Martinez to create 

better entryways. Recognize that some 
gateways need a lot of work. 

(2) Consider the number of baby boomers that will be retiring from Contra Costa County and Shell. 
This will have job turnover and housing implications. 

(3) There is a rental housing market for quality rental units. 
(4) There is a market for upscale condominiums. 
(5) Design and management of affordable housing is critical to its success. 
(6) We need to educate the community about what affordable housing is, what it looks like and who 

lives there. We need to brand affordable housing for Martinez for the people who live and work 
here. 

(7) Consider a policy that “we are not going to privilege the car!”  
(8) We need to consider the safety of bikers and pedestrians. 
(9) Evaluate the bike infrastructure and transit. We need well-marked and designed biking streets. 
(10) We have an opportunity to create a place Downtown. 
(11) We need City leadership to make it happen. 
(12) There is an opportunity and need for improvements on Alhambra Avenue including where 

Safeway is located. 
(13) Light up streets. 
(14) Conduct a survey of City, Kaiser, 

Shell, and County employees to see 
where they live, where they want to 
live and what type of housing they 
want. This would provide data specific 
to Martinez. 

(15) Recognize that the homeless are 
noticeable in Downtown, but they 
would be less noticeable if there was 
more going on and there were more 
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people Downtown. 
(16) Focus on streets adjacent to Alhambra Avenue and the highway for routes for bikes. 
(17) Connect biking trails to areas outside of Martinez. 
(18) Refresh the Downtown Specific Plan. 
(19) Strive to implement a vision for the community and for Downtown that supports economic 

development and fiscal goals. 
(20) There is a need for catalyst/critical mass projects. 
(21) The pent up housing demand should focus on Downtown. 
(22) We need the political will to move forward. 
 
 

Task Force Discussion of Slope-Density Regulations 
Background material on slope density regulations was provided in the Task Force’s packet. Corey Simon, 
Senior Planner, provided the staff presentation at the meeting. 
 

Task Force Comments 
 
(1) Identify the number of properties that slope density requirements might apply to if they 

developed. Evaluate the Master’s and Riggs’ properties, and talk to the property owners. 
(2) Evaluate how strict the Martinez slope density ordinance is compared to other communities. 
(3) We need to protect ridges and the steepest areas. 
(4) Evaluate whether properties are worthy as a “scenic ridge line” designation. Consider the 

visibility of the site and avoid precluding any development. 
(5) Consider the grading ordinance along with the slope density ordinance. 
(6) Provide better guidance in the General Plan to minimize visual impacts. 
(7) Define what we value, such as ridgelines, steeper slopes, etc. 
(8) Establish criteria to evaluate projects. 
(9) Avoid punishing property owners. 
(10) Define density and consider allowing 

alternative sites for housing. 
(11) Use the General Plan to define what 

we value and the character of what we 
want, and to establish policies and 
criteria. Establish standards and 
specific rules in the city's ordinances 
and regulations. 
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Wall-Graphic Recording of Comments from the August 24, 2011 Martinez General Plan Update Task Force Meeting 


