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Regular Meeting  
April 18, 2012  
Martinez, CA  

 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL  
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  
 
PRESENT: Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, Michael 

Menesini, Councilmember, Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, and Rob Schroder, Mayor. 
EXCUSED: None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PRESENTATION(S)  
 
A. Finding Host Families for Scottish Guests.
 
Sue Hammond provided information on the Student Exchange program, indicating that the 
students come from Dunbar, Scotland, Martinez’ Sister City. Ms. Hammond stated that she is in 
need of host families for these students from June 21 to June 25. Jeff Songster provided a 
PowerPoint presentation describing his experience with the Exchange Students and those he had 
hosted. For further information contact Sue Hammond at garden48@prodigy.net.  
 
Mayor Schroder thanked them for the presentation.  
 
B. Ferry System Presentation--Status of the Ferry EIR and latest update in ridership from 

Cambridge Systematic by John Sindzinski.  

 
Mr. Sindzinski, Planning Manager, Water Emergency Transportation Authority (WETA) 
provided a PowerPoint presentation describing the formation of WETA, which is the official 
coordinator of waterborne response during a major disaster. He reviewed accomplishments, 
showed construction pictures of the South San Francisco Ferry Terminal, described 7 expansion 
projects which are in various stages of development, gave a ridership model update, and 
reviewed the Martinez terminal project, which is in the design phase, and Hovercraft feasibility 
study. The next step for that project is to work with the cities of Martinez, Antioch, and 
Redwood City regarding future terminal facilities and service, and an Environmental Review 
Impact document. Mr. Sindzinski requested input from the Council in moving forward. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked if the drop in ridership was due to unemployment and the trend in jobs 
moving closer to housing, and Mr. Sindzinski confirmed that was likely. Mayor Schroder asked 
if other systems were seeing a corresponding drop in ridership, and Mr. Sindzinski said that 
Vallejo’s ridership had dropped by 25%. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross asked if Mr. Sindzinski had checked for Measure J funds, and Mr. Sindzinski 
said that none were available. Vice Mayor Ross stated that he hoped to see the project succeed so 
that Martinez could be connected. He also noted that people won’t walk more than a quarter of a 
mile for public transportation or for restaurants or other businesses. 
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Councilmember DeLaney asked if Martinez’ ridership numbers would be affected if the Hercules 
terminal plans didn’t go through. Mr. Sindzinski said the effect was unlikely to be significant 
because of the different catchment areas. Councilmember DeLaney asked if the EIR 
development would continue, and Mr. Sindzinski stated that it was an open question. 
Councilmember DeLaney stated that she would like to see the project go forward as far as 
possible for now, providing that the environmental impacts were not likely to change in the near 
future, so that the project could continue when the funds were available. Councilmember 
Menesini concurred. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross asked if any thought had been given to the old ferry slip, and Councilmember 
Menesini stated that it was too far gone and not accessible. Mr. Sindzinski added that the 
dredging situation was an issue. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked if WETA's emergency responsibilities had expanded the possibilities for 
funding. Mr. Zindzinski stated that the 1B funding had opened up, but there was no access to 
federal funds or funding for operating and maintenance costs. Mayor Schroder expressed hope 
that there would be a funding mechanism for Martinez, since it is the County seat and the main 
site for emergency services. Councilmember Menesini concurred that these were the reasons the 
ferry landing had originally been cited in Martinez.  
 
The Council expressed their appreciation to Mr. Sindzinski for his update.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
(COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) Reserved only for those 
requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  
 
Tony LoForte and Fernando Gerosolimo introduced themselves and proposed a restaurant at the 
Marina and wanted to know if the City was interested in a partnership. The Council confirmed 
interest and directed the City Manager to find out more details about how this could be done.  
 
Doug Stewart provided a homeless update for the month of March. Seven adults and one 
youth had been placed in a shelter, and 21 people had been given rides, three of whom had been 
stuck at Amtrak. One mental health referral was made and two others were sent to detox.  
 
Richard Verrilli spoke against the Berrellesa Palms project, and urged the Council to place the 
issue on the agenda. He noted that Tim Platt had also submitted comments against the project. 
 
Carolyn Bookhart, RCD, provided additional information about the Berrellesa Palms project. 
 
Liz Exstein expressed support for Berrellesa Palms project. 
 
Peggy Gin also expressed support for Berrellesa Palms, and stated that it will be an asset to the 
community. 
 
Mike Alford stated that there was no advantage in building the Berrellesa Palms project and 
strongly urged against the development. 
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Ann Mobely requested that Berrellesa Palms be placed on the agenda so that citizens can be 
heard and have their say. 
 
Joyce Spritzer stated that she lives in the RCD development in Walnut Creek, and that without 
their facility she would not be able to afford rent in Contra Costa County because of her 
disability. She stated that while the people in the facility may have health problems, they were a 
good community who helped each other. She expressed support for more senior housing in 
Martinez. 
 
Noralee Gipner requested clarification on the Berrellesa project so that she can decide whether 
she is for or against it. 
 
Marshall Cochrane expressed concern about the changes in the Berrellesa Palms project, and 
suggested that the Council should address them even though they are not design changes. 
 
Charlene West, Char’s Flowers, stated that the project seemed to be a great idea, but that there 
were a lot of things that need to be ironed out. 
 
Bambi Barker stated that RCD has a wonderful reputation, but that the description of the 
residents as "frail" was concerning. She asked who would be taking care of the frail individuals. 
 
Gay Gerlack stated that she is speaking as a citizen and not as a PRMCC Commissioner. She 
expressed concern about safety issues, and urged the Council to support Councilmember 
DeLaney’s concerns and bring it back for full discussion since the project has changed.  
 
Mayor Schroder clarified the process for placing items on the agenda.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.  
 
1. Motion accepting Cash and Investment Report ending March 31, 2012. [C.Spinella/2.1.1] 

 
2. Motion authorizing a budget adjustment to change the staffing in the Public Works 

Department to add two (2) Full-Time General Laborer positions. [A.Shear/2.10.00]  
 

3. Resolution No. 036-12 authorizing the City Manager to execute Cooperative Agreement 
No. 4-2389 between the City of Martinez and the State of California acting through its 
Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) for use of Toll Bridge funds in the amount of 
$300,000 for the Marina Vista Pedestrian/Bicycle Improvement Mitigation Project. 
[T.Tucker/03.03.00&12.02.00]  

 
4. Resolution No. 037-12 authorizing the Chief of Police to accept eighteen (18) portable 

radios purchased with Department of Homeland Security Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and Office of Critical Infrastructure Protection grant funding to help protect the 
buffer zone around the Martinez Shell Refinery. [G.Peterson/04.08.00]  
 

5. Sports Court Resurfacing Project: [T.Tucker/10.05.03&11.14.00]  
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A. Resolution No. 038-12 accepting bids for the Sports Court Resurfacing Project and 
awarding the construction contract to Vintage Contractors Inc.; AND  

 
B. Resolution No. 039-12 allocating an additional $240,500 of Measure H Funds to Account 

No. C5019 for construction of the Sports Court Resurfacing Project.  
 
6. Resolution No. 040-12 establishing the rate per Equivalent Runoff Unit for the Fiscal Year 

2012-2013 and request the Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District to adopt an annual parcel assessment for the NPDES Program. 
[T.Tucker/10.06.06]  

 
Councilmember DeLaney requested that Items #2 and #3 be removed for discussion.  
 
On motion by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, seconded by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, 
approve Items #1, #4, #5, and #6 of the Consent Calendar. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
Regarding Item #2, Councilmember DeLaney stated she was pleased with the addition of the 
positions, but suggested that in the future staff should find space in the budget for a full-time 
Code Enforcement Officer. She expressed her opinion that the elimination of this position in the 
last budget had been a mistake. 
 
City Manager Phillip Vince clarified that the Code Enforcement position had been reduced to 
part-time and not eliminated, but stated that staff could look into the possibility of returning it to 
a full-time position. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened the Item for public comment. 
 
Mike Alford asked why the Code Enforcement position had been reduced to part-time. Mayor 
Schroder explained that it was to save money; and it was hoped that the Building Inspectors 
could pick up some of the slack. Mr. Alford asked if the employees at the Marina were paid from 
the General Fund, and Mayor Schroder stated they were not. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the Item. 
  
On motion by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, seconded by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, 
approve Item #2 of the Consent Calendar Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
Regarding Item #3, Councilmember DeLaney asked how Caltrans was cooperating with the City 
on the electronic billboard project. City Manager Phillip Vince stated that negotiations with 
Caltrans were looking very favorable and that staff would find out more in about a month. Vice 
Mayor Ross noted that refusing to cooperate with the Bicycle Improvement project would hurt 
the City.  
 
On motion by Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, seconded by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, 
approve Item #3 of the Consent Calendar. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S)  
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7. Consider motion to continue the public hearing pursuant to Chapter 12.40 of the Martinez 
Municipal Code on Final Disposition of Property Located at 610 and 630 Court Street and 
approval and authorization to execute Purchase and Sale Agreement with Southport Land 
Corporation, Declaration of Use Restrictions, Declaration of Airspace Plan and CC&Rs, 
Declaration of Architectural Covenants and Conditions to a date certain. 
[6.15.00&6.15.01]  

 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, 
continue the public hearing to the Council meeting of May 2, 2012. Motion unanimously passed 
5 - 0.  
 
8. Public hearing on an appeal of the Planning Commission determination that the applicable 

zoning classification for Lice Removal Salon business is similar to Beauty and Barber 
shops and permitted within Commercial Zoning Districts (NC, CC, SC).  
[D.Tasini/09.04.02.16]  

 
Contract Planner Dina Tasini presented the staff report. She explained the history of the issue, the 
Planning Commission’s determination, the appeal, and staff’s recommendation. 
 
Mayor Schroder confirmed with Ms. Tasini that the Planning Commission’s decision had not 
been concerned with the specific business and location, but with the broader question of how Lice 
Removal Salons fit in the zoning ordinance. Mayor Schroder noted that he had never heard of a 
business of this kind, so he was interested in how other cities had handled the question. Ms. 
Tasini stated that most cities considered it a Personal Service, which includes things like hair and 
tanning salons, and placed it within the Commercial Zoning Districts. She stated that in her visits 
to other cities, planners and other neighboring businesses had not experienced any problems with 
the salons. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked for a clarification of the specific zoning categories under 
consideration, and where they were in the City. Ms. Tasini stated that NC is Neighborhood 
Commercial, SC is Service Commercial, and CC is Central Commercial. Main Street is zoned 
CC. Councilmember DeLaney asked if they could specify which of the specific districts it would 
be allowed in, and Ms. Tasini confirmed that was an option.  
 
In response to Councilmember DeLaney question about the chemicals used, Ms. Tasini suggested 
that the salon’s owner answer that during their presentation. She noted that the State Department 
did not see a need to regulate the business because the chemicals are non-toxic and it is not a 
contagious disease. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked what had happened with the motion during the Planning 
Commission meeting to create a new category for Personal Services. Ms. Tasini stated that the 
Commissioners were concerned about the time it would take to create a new ordinance and 
whether there would be a continuing need for the new category. They had acknowledged that the 
City’s zoning ordinance is becoming outdated, but took the more expedient route for this business 
owner. Vice Mayor Ross stated that it would set a bad precedent to have the Council vote on a 
new ordinance every time a usage came up that had not been predicted. 
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Ernie Guerrero of La Tapatia Restaurant, Appellant, discussed the Planning Commission’s 
finding that the City’s process for approving new businesses in the City needed updating. He 
expressed concern that the Planning Commission seemed to be taking the quickest and most 
convenient course of action without regard to how it would affect those who were invested in the 
City and the downtown. As a promoter of businesses and events in the City, he did not think the 
downtown was the appropriate place for this type of business. He expressed concern about the 
lack of regulation and responsibility being taken for public health protection. He suggested that 
the salon be placed in a more discrete location, and that the time be taken to put it in the proper 
zoning category. He also expressed concern that the proposed business owners had invested 
money on the lease without knowing whether the business would be permitted there. 
 
Ann Mobley of White Rabbit, Appellant, stated that lice removal salons are different from 
beauty parlors because they are not regulated with the health department. She suggested that this 
sort of business does not belong on Main Street, because it would cause other businesses to lose 
customers and it represents a public health threat. She stated that she and her customers were 
appalled that it might be allowed on Main Street near eating establishments. She also commented 
on how easy it was for lice to be transmitted, and stated that if this business was allowed and any 
of her customers got lice from this business, she would bring legal action against the City, the 
business owner, and the landlord. She recommended that a new ordinance be created with a new 
zoning category for this type of business. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the Item. 
 
Noralee Gipner expressed concern about the lack of regulation and licensure, when other people 
who performed personal services had to be licensed, and stated that she did not want this kind of 
business near her hair salon. 
 
Pat English expressed agreement with other Appellants, and noted that the site in Lafayette was 
in a discrete location. She also expressed concern about businesses losing customers due to 
disgust, and that this would not help with the revitalization efforts. 
 
David Fisher stated that he was not concerned about transmission of lice from the salon’s 
customers, but that the presence of the salon would give people a negative perception of 
downtown. He suggested as a compromise that salons like this receive conditional use permits 
which would restrict signage and require them not to advertise the purpose on the front of the 
building. 
 
Charlene West expressed concern that the negative connotation would hurt the other businesses 
on Main Street. She suggested that this type of business would be better in a discreet upstairs 
office or in a commercial area near doctors’ offices, and that the City needed to define the zoning 
categories better. 
 
Mike Alford suggested that the proposed business owners, as potential investors in the City, 
deserved cooperation from the City and community to help them find the best location. He 
suggested that the salon be located in the empty doctor’s office on Castro Street.  
 
Sonya Snavely suggested that the most important consideration was the effect on the most 
vibrant block of downtown, and that businesses who were already there would be hurt by this 
addition. She also suggested that businesses in downtown should be better planned. 



City Council Meeting 7 of 11 April 18, 2012 
 
 

Liza Bering stated that the Council had a responsibility to do what was best for everyone in the 
City. She expressed concern that the Planning Commission did not do enough research or work.  
 
Marshall Cochrane stated that getting lice is a significant problem which, is very difficult to deal 
with, and that he would be reluctant to bring his grandchildren to downtown if the salon opened. 
 
Rich Verrilli suggested that a new ordinance was needed for this type of business, and that there 
were a lot of places in Martinez where this could be located without causing problems for the 
businesses in downtown. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the Item.  
 
Mayor Schroder noted that parasites like roaches are a fact of life even in restaurants. He 
acknowledged that the Council was concerned about the perception of Martinez, and stated that 
this would be a difficult decision to make because there was not an ordinance in place to deal 
with it. He also stated that it was important to be fair to people who wanted to start businesses in 
the City. He suggested that there were two issues: what to do about this type of business going 
forward, and what to do in this situation. He asked the City Attorney if this was an "ex post 
facto" case. City Attorney Jeff Walter stated that zoning codes differ between jurisdictions, 
explained how zoning codes and conditional uses function, and he clarified the Planning 
Commission’s determination that this is a "similar" use to others listed as permitted uses in this 
district. Mayor Schroder asked what the current options would be for this proposal, if the 
Council determined that a new zoning ordinance was necessary. City Attorney Walter stated that 
the business would not be permitted, unless the Council agreed that the proposed use was similar 
to other existing uses. 
 
Councilmember Menesini asked if it could be added as a conditional use in the district; Mr. 
Walter stated that it could be added to the ordinance, and the proposed business owner could 
then apply for a permit. Councilmember Menesini asked if conditions of approval could be 
imposed without amending the ordinance. City Attorney Walter stated that there was no proposal 
before the Council tonight, so the Council could only make a decision on whether this use should 
be allowed in this district. Councilmember Menesini stated that he agreed with the comments 
about signage and discretion; he wanted those conditions imposed if possible, because of the 
potential damage to other businesses. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked if the proposed business owners could explain the lice removal process,   
They applicants explained the process and what other products would be sold in the store.   
 
Councilmember Delaney asked whether the conditioner is specially designed to kill the lice.  The 
applicants said there are no products that kill lice anymore, but she explained that once the lice 
are removed from the head they die for lack of support. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy asked about the applicants' previous experience in the industry, which 
was briefly summarized. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked how they had found and chosen the lease space.  The 
applicants stated that they had looked all over Contra Costa County and had been attracted to 
Main Street’s appearance and the lack of competition. 
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Vice Mayor Ross asked if they would be agreeable to having more discrete signage.  The 
applicants stated that they had talked with Mr. Fisher and agreed not to have the word "lice" on 
the sign, but that the agreement he had proposed included brochures, advertising, and materials 
given to customers, which they were not okay with.  The applicants confirmed that they would 
agree to be discrete in the signage, and added that the window blinds would always be closed so 
that the customers would have privacy. Vice Mayor Ross asked if the lease had already been 
signed, and they confirmed it had. 
 
The applicants also stated that they had contacted the zoning department before signing the lease, 
and had been told the business was included in the zoning uses for that location. 
 
Councilmember Menesini stated that he did not approve of having a larva in the logo. He stated 
that he would be willing to allow the salon as long as they agreed that the City would have to 
approve the signage. He suggested, since they could not vote on that today, the Item be 
continued until there was an agreement in place. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney acknowledged that there was a need for this service and that she 
wanted the business in the City, but stated that she did not believe it was appropriate on Main 
Street because it would stigmatize the area that they had been trying to revitalize. She expressed 
disappointment in staff and the Planning Commission for not taking the time to consider whether 
this was appropriate. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy expressed concern with designating this in the same category as beauty 
shops, and about the lack of regulation. However, she stated that she did not think the zoning 
would preclude this use. She favored restricting the signage, but was not sure that would solve 
the issue. She acknowledged the issue of communicability, but noted that lice are frequently 
transferred where there are no lice removal salons. She stated that while she agreed that it did not 
seem to fit with the character of Main Street, there was not anything in the zoning that would 
allow the Council to deny it. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney disagreed that the business fit into the zoning category, and 
Councilmember Kennedy pointed out that other businesses had been allowed that were not 
specifically included in the uses. She expressed discomfort with making a decision based on the 
current ordinance and stated that she was not sure which way to go. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross agreed with the ambiguity of the situation and the zoning, and noted that Main 
Street had been flourishing when there were not many rules. He commented that there had also 
been negative predictions when Luigi’s Dollar Store had come into town. He added that business 
owners who want to invest in Martinez should be welcomed. Vice Mayor Ross stated that 
discretion in the signage would be helpful and expressed hope that the new business owners 
would be able to work out problems with the other Main Street businesses.  
 
Mayor Schroder acknowledged that it was a difficult situation. He agreed that the business did 
not seem to fit with the culture of downtown, but expressed sympathy for the proposed business 
owners who had already started investing in the process. He suggested that eventually this could 
be a conditional use. 
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Councilmember Menesini suggested that the Council should be concerned about the business 
owners who had already invested in Martinez and the image of the area. He stated that regulating 
the signage was important for protecting the rest of downtown.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
continue the Item to the Council meeting of May 2 so that an agreement with respect to signage 
can be reached with the proposed business owners. Motion passed 4 - 1. No: Lara DeLaney, 
Councilmember; Rest: Ayes.  
 
CONVENE TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS - PLEASANT HILL MARTINEZ JOINT 
FACILITIES AGENCY - ITEM #9 ONLY  
 
9. Adopt a Resolution of intention approving an amendment to the contract between the 

California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS) and the Pleasant Hill-
Martinez Joint Facilities Agency to provide the retirement formula of 2%@60 Full 
formula, PERS Section 21353, and Three-Year Final Compensation, PERS Section 20037, 
applicable to local miscellaneous members entering membership for the first time in the 
miscellaneous classification after the effective date of this contract amendment.  
[A.Shear/4.5.13]  

 
Assistant City Manager Alan Shear presented the staff report, discussing recent labor 
negotiations, impacts on new employees only and resultant savings to the City. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed the public hearing with no speakers coming forward.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 042-12 of intention approving an amendment to the contract between 
the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) and the Pleasant Hill-Martinez 
Joint Facilities Agency to provide the retirement formula of 2%@60 Full formula, PERS Section 
21353, and Three-Year Final Compensation, PERS Section 20037, applicable to local 
miscellaneous members entering membership for the first time in the miscellaneous classifi-
cation after the effective date of this contract amendment.  Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. 
  
RECONVENE AS REGULAR CITY COUNCIL  
 
CITY MANAGER  
 
10. Introduce an Ordinance and adopt a Resolution of intention approving an amendment to 

the contract between the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) and 
the City of Martinez to 1) provide the retirement formula of 2%@60 Modified formula, 
PERS Section 21353, and Three-Year Final Compensation, PERS Section 20037, 
applicable to local miscellaneous members entering membership for the first time in the 
miscellaneous classification after the effective date of this contract amendment; and 2) to 
provide 3%@55 Full formula, PERS Section 21363.1, and Three-Year Final 
Compensation, PERS Section 20037, applicable to local police members entering 
membership for the first time in the police classification after the effective date of this 
contract amendment. [A.Shear/4.5.13]  
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Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager, presented the staff report, and as discussed previously, this 
was a result of recent labor negotiations to adopt a second tier retirement formula for new sworn 
employees and non-sworn employees. 
 
There was no public comment on the item.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve introduction of an Ordinance and adoption of Resolution No. 043-12 of intention 
approving an amendment to the contract between the California Public Employees’ Retirement 
System (CalPERS) and the City of Martinez to 1) provide the retirement formula of 2%@60 
Modified formula, PERS Section 21353, and Three-Year Final Compensation, PERS Section 
20037, applicable to local miscellaneous members entering membership for the first time in the 
miscellaneous classification after the effective date of this contract amendment; and 2) to provide 
3%@55 Full formula, PERS Section 21363.1, and Three-Year Final Compensation, PERS 
Section 20037, applicable to local police members entering membership for the first time in the 
police classification after the effective date of this contract amendment. Motion unanimously 
passed 5 - 0.  
 
11. City Manager Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
No comments made. 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE  
 
12. Chief of Police Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
No comments made. 
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
13. Reappointment of Vice Mayor Mark Ross and Mayor Rob Schroder to the Central Contra 

Costa Transit Authority for a two-year term. [M.Cabral/6.7.1]  
 
Councilmember DeLaney said she thought other members should be given the opportunity to 
serve in this capacity.  
 
On motion by Rob Schroder, Mayor, no second required to approve reappointment of Vice 
Mayor Mark Ross and Mayor Rob Schroder to the Central Contra Costa Transit Authority for a 
two-year term. Motion passed 4 - 1. No: Lara DeLaney, Councilmember; Rest: Ayes.  
 
CITY COUNCIL  
 
14. Council Subcommittee Reports. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross requested that a report by a third party negotiator for Alhambra Highlands be 
placed on the next agenda.  After a brief discussion, the Council agreed by consensus to place the 
item on the next agenda. 
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Councilmember Kennedy announced a meeting on Monday, April 24th, to discuss the flexible 
dining options for Main Street. 
 
 15. 

 
City Council Comments. 

 
Councilmember Lara DeLaney announced the Grand Opening of the Thursday Farmers Market. 
She requested that a discussion about the RCD’s Berrellesa Palms Project be placed on the 
agenda for open discussion before the public.  Vice Mayor Ross said he could support that. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy disagreed noting that the Council had listened extensively to the public 
during the earlier stages after which a project was approved, subsequently challenged and upheld 
in court.  She added that the final project is less intensive than originally planned, but the intent 
and purpose of the project remains the same.  Vice Mayor Ross said he agreed, but he still 
thought that public input would be helpful. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney said that the tenancy and economic impacts were a consideration in 
the earlier approval, and if they have changed there needs to be more discussion. Councilmember 
Kennedy strongly felt that there was no need for further public input.  
 
Councilmember Menesini said that the project was approved in 2009, and there is no legal 
mechanism or reason to re-consider.  He did not see any purpose to re-agendize it at this point.  
He discussed the difference between assisted senior living and independent living, but he said 
that RCD has repeatedly indicated it will be independent senior living. 
 
Mayor Schroder noted that the Council had instructed staff to determine if there were any 
violations by RCD to the approved conditions of approval and if so, how/if the City can enforce 
the conditions.  He reminded the Council that two weeks ago, the Council decided not to go into 
Closed Session to discuss it further and the report was released.  In his mind, the issue was over.   
 
Vice Mayor Ross congratulated staff for their assistance with the 43rd Annual Brickyard Run.  
Councilmember Kennedy congratulated Vice Mayor Ross for coming in first in his group. 
 
Mayor Rob Schroder announced the Bay Area Craft Beer Festival this weekend at Waterfront 
Park.  Mayor Schroder adjourned in memory of Deputy Robert Paris and Glendon Engert from 
Stanislaus County, who were killed while trying to serve an eviction notice.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourned at 10:37 p.m. to a Regular Meeting on May 2, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California.  
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor    Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 5/16/12 
 


