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Regular Meeting  
June 16, 2010  
Martinez, CA  

 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL  
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  
 
PRESENT: Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, Michael Menesini, Councilmember, Mark Ross, 

Councilmember, Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, and Rob Schroder, Mayor. 
EXCUSED: None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PRESENTATION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S)  
 
A. Proposition 84 Nature Education Facilities Grant Update by Tempra Board.
 
Tempra Board provided an overview and progress of the grant application for the California 
Center for Delta Research and Education (CCDRE), reviewed eligible applicants, eligible 
projects, grant program objectives,  reviewed the mission of the CCDRE, strengths of the 
CCDRE project, and the grant application team (City of Martinez, CCDRE, Tempra Board & 
Associates, and Zumwalt Engineering).  She also reviewed progress made on the grant 
application - development of a timeline and scope of work, three team meetings held (including 
one with the Department of Parks & Recreation and one with the grant program staff in 
Oakland), meeting with the consultant engineers, progress on the cost estimate, completion of the 
first draft of two sections (50%) of the proposal narrative, and other requirements of the 
application that are on target with the timeline, noting that the application is due July 1.  She 
discussed the next steps in the process:  finalizing of the cost estimates and site plan by June 21, 
revision of the application narrative and completion by June 25, finalizing the application packet 
and attachment by June 29, and hand-delivery of the application to Sacramento by June 30.  
 
Ms. Board further explained the performance period for the grant, including the approximate 
dates for the awards announcement, CEQA deadline, contract signing, construction completion, 
project completion, and when the project performance will end (June 30, 2017).  
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney said she thought this was a great opportunity for the City, citing how well 
the project meets the goals of the grant, potential jobs, and the short completion period of the 
process.  She expressed appreciation for the historical and economic aspects, and for the added 
benefit of bringing people to Martinez.  
 
Councilmember Kennedy thanked Ms. Board for the presentation, commenting on the 
comprehensive nature of the grant as well as other funding possibilities that might become 
available for the project. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked the potential amount of the grant that could be awarded to the City.  Ms. 
Board indicated that Martinez is in the top tier and the highest amount that could be awarded is 
$7 million. 
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Councilmember Ross commented on the growing awareness of the importance of the 
environment, in view of the recent oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  
 
Councilmember Menesini expressed appreciation for the professionalism exhibited in the 
approach taken by Ms. Board.  He acknowledged there are no guarantees that the proposal will 
be awarded a grant, but he agreed it would be of great benefit to the City if it happens.  
 
B. Downtown Quiet Zone Update.
 
City Engineer Tim Tucker gave a brief history of the issue and the conclusion that only the 
crossings at Berrellessa and Ferry Streets would qualify; as well as the Council’s allocation of 
funds for the completion of a study to evaluate the possibilities.  He discussed the qualifications 
and experience of Wilbur Smith Associates and introduced Justin Fox of Wilbur Smith 
Associates.   
 
Mr. Fox reviewed the Martinez Railroad Quiet Zone Study, including the purpose of the Study, 
the study area schematic, existing conditions, and Quiet Zone requirements.  He also reviewed 
the different scenarios under consideration:   1) installation of four-quadrant gates at the 
Berrellessa and Ferry Street crossings, 2) installation of a four-quadrant gate at Ferry Street but 
no additional improvements at Berrellessa, and 3) relocation of the Ferry Street crossing to the 
east and blocking access to the current crossing.  He noted that a fourth possibility was 
developed in response to concerns raised by the California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) and the Federal Railroad Association (FRA) to install four-quadrant gates at Berrellesa 
and relocate the Ferry Street crossing (as described in Option 3). 
 
Mr. Fox discussed cost estimates for options 1 and 4.  He also commented on an alternative 
solution, wayside horns, which are mounted on the pole at each crossing, and the cost 
advantages, although he noted it would not have the same benefit of reduced noise that 
establishing a quiet zone would provide.  He concluded with a discussion of the next steps in the 
process. 
 
Councilmember Menesini expressed concern about the increased size of the railroad switch yard 
and the impact on the City.  He asked if there is any way to get the railroad to contribute funds to 
the quiet zone project.  Mr. Fox said it might be worth a try, but it is unlikely.  Councilmember 
Menesini asked, and Mr. Fox confirmed that turning Berrellessa and Ferry Streets one-way 
would qualify as supplementary safety measures, as long as a one-way loop is formed from one 
crossing to the next.  Councilmember Menesini noted that could be done at considerably less cost 
to the City. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked for more information about the effectiveness of the wayside horn.  Mr. 
Fox said that the FRA considers it as effective as any other supplementary safety measure. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked whether establishing a quiet zone means there will never be train horns 
sounded in the City.  Mr. Fox said no, and he explained that the train engineer is required to blow 
his horn anytime he feels the need for safety reasons, regardless of whether there is a quiet zone, 
and trains that depart the station are required to sound their horns as they leave.  Nevertheless, he 
was confident that a quiet zone would result in significantly less noise from the train horns. 
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Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney requested copies of the presentation; City Engineer Tim Tucker 
stated that he would provide copies and place the presentation on the City’s website.  
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney questioned whether wayside horns would be required even if other SSMs 
are implemented at each intersection.  She also suggested that installing wayside horns would be 
a good interim measure.  She asked why not use the 4-quad gates at Berrellesa instead of Ferry, 
if only one intersection was going to be done; she thought the Ferry Street crossing has more 
traffic. 
 
Mr. Fox commented on the unique complexities of the Berrellesa crossing.  Mr. Tucker also 
added that the FRA clarified that its calculator is a tool for cities to use to evaluate crossings, but 
the FRA retains final authority in determining what qualifies.  Councilmember Menesini noted 
that the Berrellessa Street crossing has always been an issue because it is an at-grade crossing so 
close to the next one. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney commented that the Port of Oakland is considering expanding its facilities, 
which will have an impact on the amount of freight that runs through Martinez.  She asked 
whether the City could ask for mitigation from Oakland to help with this type of project.  Mr. 
Tucker indicated that Martinez and other cities did comment during the EIR period of Oakland’s 
project, but he questioned whether it would be feasible for Oakland to financially help each city 
along the line. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked whether neighbors' complaints about the Morello trestle have been 
addressed yet.  Mr. Tucker said that was a different train line, and some financial offers have 
been made to the property owner, which the owner did not consider acceptable.  He 
acknowledged there are probably still some complaints about train noise in the area, but they 
have lessened somewhat.  Councilmember Menesini added that many of those trains are 
remotely operated, and the operator would be more likely to sound the horn to ensure ultimate 
safety.  Mr. Fox added that type of information would be researched in the diagnostic process. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked whether the cost estimates were based on current costs.  Mr. Fox 
said yes, but it could be less since there are contingencies built into the design and engineering 
costs. 
 
Councilmember Ross agreed with Vice Mayor DeLaney about considering wayside horns as an 
interim solution.  He commented on a recent visit to Del Mar, which has trains going through it, 
but no horns whatsoever. 
 
After further discussion, the Council directed staff to research wayside horns as an interim 
measure.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) 
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  
 
Mike Marshall, representing Liberty Patients Collective, spoke on the medical cannabis issue.  
He stated that he was disappointed that the issue kept being removed from the agenda. He 
criticized the Public Safety Committee for trying to drag this issue past the elections in  
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November, which he finds not acceptable. Mr. Marshall handed out information on the impacts 
of a medical cannabis dispensary.  He requested the Council move forward on the matter.  Mayor 
Schroder reminded everyone that the City already has an ordinance allowing medical cannabis 
dispensaries, and the Public Safety Subcommittee is considering whether it needs to be 
amended.  He noted that it is an issue that deserves full consideration, and he did not think Mr. 
Marshall’s allegations about dragging it out for political reasons were appropriate. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney also noted that the matter has not been placed on the agenda and 
withdrawn - it has never even been on the agenda.  The Subcommittee is doing everything it can 
to move it forward.  She was offended that he would imply it was delayed for political reasons. 
 
Councilmember Menesini said the Subcommittee would continue to review the ordinance.  He 
acknowledged that the medical benefits of cannabis are clear, and the question now is how to get 
it to those who need it for legiitimate medical reasons while ensuring public safety. 
 
Mike Alford spoke against the unfair time limits for addressing the Council under the Consent 
Calendar, and he questioned whether the Brown Act was being followed. He stated he was going 
to run against the Mayor and would find out about contracts and what happened to the $1.7 
million from the Department of Boating andWaterways. 
 
George Griffin, Laborer’s Local 324, spoke on problems with the contracts issued by the City 
pertaining to the Police parking lot, and indicated several violations including workers 
compensation issues, and a 14 year old boy who was working, which is against State law. Mr. 
Griffin wanted to know how the contract was awarded without a competitive bid process and 
who is responsible.  City Manager Phil Vince said he and Public Works Director Dave Scola 
were aware of the concerns raised and were researching the complaints.  Councilmember 
Menesini expressed appreciation for the seriousness with which Mr. Vince is handling the 
complaints, noting that the Council is on the record in support of treating workers fairly. 
 
Michael Marshall, member of Liberty Patients Collective, spoke on medical marijuana 
dispensaries.  He stated that the City does have an ordinance but it is drafted in such a way to 
make it impossible to open a dispensary in Martinez. Mr. Marshall stated that they attempted to 
go through the old ordinance and were denied their legal due process. He suggested the best way 
to move forward would be a ballot measure or a lawsuit, rather than moving through the political 
process. 
 
Jeff Oswald responded on behalf of Labats, and distributed a general prevailing wage 
determination describing the classifications used, and described how he responded to FFC 
complaints.  Mr. Oswald indicated that the FCC is a non-governmental agency which is funded 
by the Unions and their sole purpose is to put small, minority-owned, independent, or non-union 
companies out of business. He has done some research and there have been several complaints 
filed by FFC, only against non-union companies, three or four of which have gone out of 
business because they cannot afford to fight the unions and their attorneys.  Mr. Oswald said 
Labats knows the importance of the unions, but understands the importance of the small 
independent contractors as well.  He indicated that Labats is willing to comply with regulations, 
but does not appreciate the targeting of small independent companies.  
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Councilmember Ross noted that the bid from Labats was considerably lower than the other bids, 
which is why some are concerned that they are under-paying their workers and why the matter is 
under investigation.   
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.  
 
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes May 19, 2010.  [M.Cabral]
 
2. Motion accepting Check Reconciliation Register dated 06/04/10 and 06/10/10. 

[C.Spinella/02.01.01]  
 
3. Motion directing staff to amend the Martinez Municipal Code to include the Parks, 

Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission’s proposed Bylaws.  [M.Austin/16.10.00]  
 
4. Resolution No. 050-10 requesting and consenting to Consolidation of a General Municipal 

Election on November 2, 2010, Setting Specifications of the election order, and  requesting 
that the County Elections Official handle the issuing and filing of Candidate Nomination 
Papers.  [M.Cabral/40.20.03]  

 
5. Resolution No. 051-10 accepting the Martinez Railroad Quiet Zone Study Report and 

allocating $7,500 of Gas Tax funds to the Quiet Zone Study project Account No. C1033 to 
incorporate Diagnostic Team meeting comments from the Federal Railroad 
Administration.  [T.Tucker/6.7.6&10.17.00]  

 
6. Resolution No. 052-10 denying an appeal and upholding the Planning Commission’s 

decision to approve Use Permit #10-01 and Variance #10-01 allowing reconstruction and 
renovation of a vacant single-family residence and garage, located at 208 Arreba Street, 
APN: 372-173-001 as amended.  [A.Mepani/9.06.01.41]  

 
7. Resolution No. 053-10 accepting resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an 

addendum to extend and modify the existing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the City of Martinez and the Martinez Police Officers’ Association from June 30, 
2010 to June 30, 2011.  [K.Winer/04.05.07]  

 
9. Proposition 84 Nature Education Facilities Grant.  [M.Austin/5.23.00] 
 

A. Adopt Resolution No. 055-10 authorizing the City Manager to apply for the 
Proposition 84 Nature Education Facilities Grant designating the City as the applicant; 
and  

B. Motion affirming that City’s designation as applicant for the grant is contingent upon 
the California Center for Delta Research and Education (CCDRE) developing 
resources and support sufficient to assume the contract for the facility with the State.  

 
10. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 2001-1, Alhambra Estates: 

[T.Tucker/10.02.41]  
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A. Resolution No. 056-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 057-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and 
C. Motion, approving Engineer’s Report. 
 
11. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 2000-2, Terra Vista: [T.Tucker/10.02.40]
 
A. Resolution No. 058-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 059-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
C. Motion, approving Engineer’s Report.  
 
12. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 1997-1, Brittany Hills: [T.Tucker/10.02.37]
 
A. Resolution No. 060-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 061-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
C. Motion, approving Engineer’s Report.  
 
13. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 1994-1, Creekside: [T.Tucker/10.02.36]
 
A. Resolution No. 062-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 063-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
C. Motion, approving Engineer’s Report. 

 
14. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 1988-1, Center Martinez: 

[T.Tucker/10.02.31]  
 
A. Resolution No. 064-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 065-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
C. Motion, approving Engineer’s Report.  
 
15. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 1983-3, Vista Oaks: [T.Tucker/10.02.21]
 
A. Resolution No. 066-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 067-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
C. Motion, approving Engineer’s Report.  
 
16. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 1981, Muir Station Park: 

[T.Tucker/10.02.15]  
 
A. Resolution No. 068-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. Resolution No. 069-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 

hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
C. Motion approving Engineer’s Report.  
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17. Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 1979-3, Village Oaks Terrace: 
[T.Tucker/10.02.34]  

 
A. Resolution No. 070-10 describing improvements and changes; and  
B. 
 
C. 

Resolution No. 071-10 of intention of levy and collect assessments, set date for public 
hearing on July 7, 2010 and direct City clerk to give and publish all required notices; and  
Motion approving Engineer's Report.  

 
Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney requested that Item #8 be pulled from the Consent Calendar.  
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on Items #1-#7 and #9-#17 of the Consent Calendar. 
 
Bianca McCann urged the Council to reconsider its decision on Item #6, questioning whether a 
2-story house is appropriate in that location.  She noted a lawsuit will be filed, and she reviewed 
the issues.  Mayor Schroder asked staff whether public information requests are being handled 
appropriately.  Associate Planner Anjana Mepani stated that the request for 87 files was received 
on Friday, and staff is still determining how long it will take. 
 
Luke McCann also asked the Council to reconsider their decision on the appeal, noting that some 
who came to the last meeting in support of Mr. Stahlberg were not even residents of the City.  He 
expressed concern about the process followed by the City and whether there might have been 
some conflict of interest and/or special privilege accorded to Mr. Stahlberg. 
 
Mike Alford noted that most of the houses in the McCann’s neighborhood are single-story.  He 
also noted that Mr. Stahlberg was actively soliciting people to speak in support of him at the last 
meeting, and he has close ties with the downtown business community.  He expressed as well 
that when Mayor Schroder asked for a show of hands those who indicated their support of Mr. 
Stahlberg were either business owners or non-residents, and he was concerned about the 
precedent that could be set from this decision.  He was also concerned that the project violates 
the Downtown Specific Plan.  He asked the Council to consider the voters in making their 
decision.  Mayor Schroder corrected Mr. Alford, noting the Downtown Specific Plan does not 
apply to this property. 
 
Carol Raifsnider expressed appreciation to the Council for supporting a quiet zone.  She noted 
there has been a substantial increase in train traffic already, and if the Port of Oakland expansion 
occurs it will increase 200-300%.  She asked whether the measuring of train noise included 
actual visits to the furthest distances impacted.  Mr. Fox said no, the drawings showing the areas 
impacted were based on information obtained by the manufacturer.  Ms. Raifsnider said she lived 
in one of the further out areas, and sometimes it is impossible to carry on a conversation due to 
the noise of the train horn.  She asked the Council to continue its investigation into establishing a 
quiet zone even if implements the use of wayside horns in the meantime. 
 
Tim Cuny shared information with the Council about the health and safety impacts from noise 
pollution.  He asked whether using barriers on one side of the Berrellessa crossing could reduce 
the cost estimate.  Mr. Fox agreed that would be an option that could be analyzed.  Mr. Cuny 
noted that the actual cost could be less, given the 33% added for contingency.  Mayor Schroder 
confirmed that the Council will continue to review the options even if the wayside horns are used 
in the interim.  Vice Mayor DeLaney stated that her intention to use wayside horns was only for 
a temporary solution. 
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Dick Duncan agreed that wayside horns could provide good and quick relief from the noise, so 
he asked the Council not to rule that out.  He also commented that the curved nature of the track 
route is one reason that the sound carries further than necessary, and if the engineers will wait to 
blow their horns closer to the intersections it won't reach as many unaffected areas.  He 
expressed appreciation to Vice Mayor DeLaney for continuing to address this issue and was 
optimistic that a solution to the problem is possible. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on Items #1-#7 and #9-#17 
of the Consent Calendar.  
 
Assistant City Attorney Veronica Nebb requested that Council incorporate the amended 
resolution for Item #6 of the Consent Calendar that is on the dais. The revised resolution is 
correcting two typographical errors which are highlighted.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
approving Items #1 through #7 and #9 through #17 of the Consent Calendar and approving Item 
#6 as amended.  Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
8. Resolution No. 054-10 accepting a transfer of $629,299 of American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds from the City of Concord to the City of Martinez’s 
Marina Vista Streetscape Project (Account No. C1025) and reimburse the City of Concord 
$80,205 from the local funds in Account No. C1025. [T.Tucker/12.04.38]  

 
Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney expressed appreciation for the additional federal stimulus funds that 
the City will receive, and she asked that a letter be written to thank the city of Concord.  She also 
recommended that the subsequent savings from infrastructure projects be applied toward local 
streets and roads improvement projects, and she asked whether that will increase the projected 
schedule of upcoming projects.  Mr. Tucker confirmed that the project budget was adjusted, and 
staff will bring back more information when the CIP projects are presented.  He confirmed that 
letters will be sent. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked about the project timeline, and Mr. Tucker briefly commented on the 
extended rainy season this year but indicated it should be finished by the end of this year. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked if project information and updates are posted on the City's website, 
and Mr. Tucker said yes. 
  
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on Item #8 of the Consent Calendar. 
 
Mike Alford said it is good that the City is getting more money for the Marina Vista project, 
since one contractor didn't know there were pipes underneath and some of the materials had to be 
sent back and replaced.  Mr. Tucker acknowledged there were some problems, but some 
redesigning was done to reduce the number of storm drains necessary, so there shouldn't be 
additional money required. Mr. Alford asked why someone who bid on a project didn't know the 
details of what was underground.  Staff responded that although they had some information, due 
to the age of the City's infrastructure, all the details might not be available until digging starts.  
Mr. Alford briefly commented on the impacts of increased traffic on the senior residents of 
Berrellesa Palms. 
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Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on Item #8 of the Consent 
Calendar.  
 
On motion by Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, to 
approve Resolution No. 054-10 accepting a transfer of $629,299 of American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds from the City of Concord to the City of Martinez’s Marina 
Vista Streetscape Project (Account No. C1025) and reimburse the City of Concord $80,205 from 
the local funds in Account No. C1025. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S)  
 
18. Public hearing to consider a resolution authorizing the City of Martinez to join the 

CaliforniaFIRST Program; and authorizing the California Statewide Communities 
Development Authority to accept applications from property owners; and conduct 
contractual assessment proceedings; and levy contractual assessments within the territory 
of the City of Martinez; and authorizing related actions. [M.Chandler/30.09.00]  

 
Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst, presented the staff report, discussing the goals 
and purpose of the CaliforniaFirst Program.  He also mentioned other cities in the county that 
have adopted similar programs. 
 
Mayor Schroder expressed appreciation for the presentation, indicating he thought this would be 
a great program for homeowners.  Councilmember Ross said he also thought it was a great 
program at many levels.  He was concerned, however, about the use of public funds for hiring 
contractors that will be repaid by the homeowner.  He questioned whether the competency of the 
workers would be verified and if they would be paid the prevailing wage.   
 
Mike Marcus of Renewable Funding, LLC said that the Department of Energy guidelines say it 
is not subject to prevailing wage requirements for residential projects.  He added that the fees 
paid in by the City will go to cover legal and bond costs and do not go to the property owner to 
cover construction costs; otherwise it would be subject to the prevailing wage restriction. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked whether the City can request local contractors be used.  Mr. Marcus said 
some jurisdictions have offered incentives to local contractors to offset the cost of the required 
training, or incentives to property owners to offset application costs through a parallel program.  
He also stated that instituting a requirement for local contractors to be used could be done at the 
county or regional level. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy asked how long the program would be available.  Mr. Marcus said the 
California Statewide Communities Development Authority (CSCDA) considers it to be 
a program that will run in perpetuity, and there is close to a billion dollars in funding available. 
Councilmember Kennedy asked, and Mr. Marcus confirmed there is a strict quality 
assurance/control process to ensure that applicants are getting the necessary permits and are 
financially able to meet the requirements.  Councilmember Kennedy noted that usually projects 
with 1-4 units are exempt from prevailing wage standards, but when there are more than 4 units, 
it is required. 
 
Mr. Vince also noted that the only portion considered "public funding" is $12,500. 



City Council Minutes 10 of 11 June 16, 2010   
 
 
 

Vice Mayor DeLaney expressed strong support for the program, as it will increase jobs and use 
clean energy.  She thought it could also be a way to enable undergrounding of utilities. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed the public hearing, with no speakers coming forward.  
 
Councilmember Menesini agreed that this is a program that addresses environmental issues with 
less air pollution, provides additional jobs and gives homeowners a mechanism to improve their 
homes, which will increase property values.  
 
On motion by Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, to approve 
Resolution No. 072-10 authorizing the City of Martinez to join the CaliforniaFIRST Program; 
and authorizing the California Statewide Communities Development Authority to accept 
applications from property owners; and conduct contractual assessment proceedings; and levy 
contractual assessments within the territory of the City of Martinez; and authorizing related 
actions.  Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
CITY MANAGER  
 
19. City Manager Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
No comments made.  
 
CHIEF OF POLICE  
 
20. Chief of Police Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s). 
 
Chief of Police Tom Simonetti commented on the discussion earlier in the meeting about the 
fence in back of the Police Department.  Chief Simonetti stated that the project is completed, and 
he showed the Council and the public the changes made. He indicated that the gate has Paul 
Starzyk’s badge number (98) on it because the contractor felt it was important that he be 
remembered by all the Officers in the Department. He also noted that the reverse side of the gate 
has the City emblem, which was added at no additional charge. He reported that the lot has low 
energy lighting and is wired to have electric gates (however that would have been more 
expensive than the entire project), which perhaps can be purchased in the future.  
 
Councilmember Menesini expressed appreciation for the new gate, which he thought was 
tastefully done and increases the security of the lot.   
 
Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney requested that a letter be sent thanking the contractor for a job well 
done and for the memorial to Officer Staryzk.  
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
CITY COUNCIL  
 
21. City Council Comments.
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Councilmember Ross requested an update on the 4th of July activities in Martinez.  Mayor 
Schroder stated that there would be a parade at 10:00 a.m., pancake breakfast at the Senior 
Center, and fireworks at dusk. 
 
Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney stated that she will be attending the League of California Cities 
Policy Committee for Employee Relations on Friday, June 18th, in Sacramento. She encouraged 
everyone to attend the 4th King of the County Barbecue this Saturday and Sunday (June 19th-
20th). Vice Mayor DeLaney also announced the City Council Morello Neighborhood Meeting on 
Wednesday, June 23rd at the Morello Park Elementary at 7:00 p.m and a Council Public Safety 
Subcommittee meeting on Tuesday, July 6th at 11:30 a.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
Councilmember Janet Kennedy stated that she will also be attending the League of California 
Cities Housing Community and Economic Development Committee meeting on Friday.  
Councilmember Kennedy congratulated graduates of the Class of 2010.  She reported that she 
would be out of town during the City’s 4th of July celebration. 
 
Councilmember Ross stated that he was in Del Mar this weekend with his parents who were 
invited to the Purina Agility Trials.  His father, Gene Ross, took third in his competition, and his 
mother did well in her competition.  He noted that the event will be televised. 
 
Mayor Rob Schroder also congratulated the class of 2010 and expressed Happy Father’s Day to 
all fathers.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourned at 9:04 p.m. to a Neighborhood Meeting at Morello Park Elementary, 1200 Morello 
Park Drive, Martinez on June 23, 2010, at 7:00 p.m; then to a Regular City Council Meeting on 
July 7, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California.  
 

Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor    Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 7/7/10 


