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Regular Meeting  
January 21, 2009  

Martinez, CA  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Rob Schroder called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with all members present except 
Councilmember Kennedy who was excused, and Vice Mayor Menesini who arrived after roll 
call.  
 
I. PUBLIC COMMENT (Closed Session Only)
 
No comments made. 
 
Adjourn to Closed Session in the City Manager’s Office. 
  
II. CLOSED SESSION 
 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS pursuant to Section 54957.6 of the 

California Government Code.     
 
Agency Designated  Representatives: Donna Williamson, Liebert, Cassidy and Whitmore; 
Philip Vince, City Manager; Lianne Marshall, Assistant City Manager; Tom Simonetti, 
Chief of Police.   
 
Employee Organization: Martinez Police Officers Association  

 
B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--Existing Litigation section 54956.9(a) of the 

California Government Code.   
 
Name of Case:  Ostrosky v. City of Martinez  

 
Conference with Legal Counsel was canceled and rescheduled to the February 4th meeting.  
 
IV. RECONVENE - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting reconvened in the Council Chambers at 7:07 p.m.  Mayor Schroder reported that a 
closed session was held regarding Labor Negotiations and direction was given to the City’s 
negotiators; he also stated that Conference with Legal Counsel regarding the Ostrosky case was 
continued to the meeting of February 4th.  
 
PRESENT: Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, Mark Ross, Councilmember, Michael Menesini, 

Vice Mayor, and Robert Schroder, Mayor. 
EXCUSED: Janet Kennedy, Councilmember. 
ABSENT: None. 
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PRESENTATION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S)  
 
A. Proclamation proclaiming January 2009 as "National Blood Donor Month." 
 
Mayor Schroder read the Proclamation, citing the need for blood donations and blood drives and 
encouraging individuals, businesses and civic organizations to participate.  The Council 
presented the Proclamation to Andy Zyla of the American Red Cross, who announced a blood 
drive to be held on Saturday, January 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in honor of Steve Brown at 
the United Steel Workers Hall, 1311 Pine Street, #C, Martinez.   He noted that people can call 1-
800-GIVE-LIFE for further information.  
 
Mayor Schroder added a "Swearing In" to the agenda: 
 
B.  Swearing in of Police Officers Clarence Dueshawn Moore and Zachary Glenn Poertner, 
 and Reserve Police Officer Timothy Dean Noble.  
 
Police Chief Tom Simonetti introduced the Officers, including background information on each.   
 
Officer Moore was pinned by his wife Joanna Moore; Officer Poertner and Officer Noble were 
pinned by Chief Simonetti.  The swearing in was performed by Deputy City Clerk Mercy 
Cabral.  The Council congratulated and welcomed the Officers.  
 
The meeting recessed briefly to a reception in honor of the new Officers.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK)  
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  
 
Joseph Valencia requested assistance for a homeless shelter in Martinez.  He stated the need for 
food, housing, and employment for himself and others like him.  Vice Mayor Ross asked about 
the homeless encampment at the intersection of 680 and Highway 4.  Mr. Valencia commented 
on contributing factors.  Mayor Schroder indicated he would contact Cynthia Vallone, who runs 
the homeless program for Contra Costa County. 
 
Paul Wilson read a list of items that he would like to see completed in 2009: the Earthquake 
Retrofit Ordinance, the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance, privatization of the Marina, Historic 
Inventory of downtown buildings, resolution of problems with downtown flooding, renovation of 
the old train depot for use as a museum, 630 Court Street building, relocation of the Corporation 
Yard, start a marketing plan for downtown Martinez, and for the City to maintain its public 
assets. 
 
Mike Alford agreed with Mr. Wilson’s comments.  He stated his concern regarding the recently-
approved bond measure, and the public’s need to know how the bond money is being spent 
without the City hiring new staff.  Mayor Schroder noted that a committee will be formed to 
make recommendations about allocation of the money.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.  
 
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes of December 3, and December 17, 2008. 

[M.Cabral]  
 
2. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Registers dated 12/18/08, 12/22/08, and 1/08/09. 

[C.Heater/02.01.01]  
 
3. Motion approving the Cash and Investment Report dated December 31, 2008. 

2008.[C.Heater/02.01.01]  
 
4. Motion adopting Ordinance No. 1351 C.S. amending the Martinez Municipal Code, Title 

2, ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL, by repealing Chapters 2.38, 2.40, and 2.42; 
and Reenacting Chapter 2.38 to create the Park, Recreation, Marina and Cultural 
Commission, and merge the functions of the Marina Commission, the Arts and Library 
Commission, and the Park and Recreation Commission into the newly-created Park, 
Recreation, Marina, and Cultural Commission. [16.00/16.03.00/16.05.00/16.09.00]  

 
5. Resolution No. 001-01 Rescinding Resolution No. 098-08 and approving the East Bay 

Regional Park District and City of Martinez revised First Amendment to extend the 
License Agreement, and authorize the City Manager to sign agreement. [V.Nebb/03.04.02]

 
On motion by Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Michael Menesini, Vice Mayor, to 
approve the Consent Calendar with respect to the City Council Minutes of December 3, 2009. 
Motion unanimously passed 3 - 0. Yes: Michael Menesini, Vice Mayor, Mark Ross, 
Councilmember, and Robert Schroder, Mayor, Absent: Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, Abstain: 
Lara DeLaney, Councilmember.  
 
On motion by Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, 
approve Consent Calendar with respect to the City Council Minutes of December 17, 2008 
and Items #2 through #5.   Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S)  
 
6. Discussion and possible action to adopt a resolution regarding the determination that the 

public convenience and necessity either are or are not served by the issuance of a 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control License to Flex Oil Gas Station located at 
6710 Alhambra Avenue. [G. Peterson/04.08.09]  

 
Chief Tom Simonetti presented the staff report.  He also responded to questions/comments from 
the Council, as follows: 
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked about the previous license for the establishment and when it 
expired.  She also asked about statistics for police calls, etc. under previous ownership. 
 
 



City Council Meeting 4 of 6 January 21, 2009 
 
 

Vice Mayor Menesini asked about input from neighbors, and Chief Simonetti indicated there was 
little concern because of the size of the establishment.  Vice Mayor Menesini also commented on 
the late operating hours, and he questioned whether that might result in youth congregating 
there during the late evening.  He noted that the Safeway around the corner is open late, and it 
sells beer/wine also. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked whether notification was made to the neighborhood.  Chief 
Simonetti said the City was not required to make notification to the neighbors.  He indicated the 
City has not received any letters from the neighborhood, nor has the ABC.  
 
Councilmember DeLaney commented that in past ABC hearings, concerns have been raised 
about underage drinking, etc.  Councilmember Menesini noted this location is somewhat 
different than the last one since there are no residences directly adjacent to the station; he noted 
this is a smaller establishment that also serves as a convenience store.  
Mayor Schroder opened the public hearing. 
 
Edward Lee, applicant, presented a petition from his customers in favor of the Alcohol License 
Permit.  He noted that currently some of his customers go to Pleasant Hill for their beer/wine, 
which means Martinez loses tax revenue.  He also stated that he sent letters to the neighborhood, 
and no one expressed any objection to the license.  He indicated that he had other stores in other 
cities, and ABC knows he follows the regulations. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross asked whether Mr. Lee would make every effort to minimize the loitering on 
his property, especially after the neighboring Caffino’s closes.  Chief Simonetti mentioned that 
Mr. Lee has agreed to install a security camera to monitor the area. 
 
Mike Alford spoke in support of the application, noting that it will bring needed revenue to the 
City.  He also stated that Mr. Lee is obviously a good businessman, known to the ABC, and since 
he is willing to have the cameras installed that could also benefit the City.  He saw no reason to 
deny the request. 
 
Richard Verrilli asked whether the Chief had seen the letter Mr. Lee sent and if there was 
confirmation that it was mailed to the proper area.  Chief Simonetti said yes, it had been verified. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed the public hearing. 
 
Councilmember Menesini said that generally he was not excited about gas stations selling 
alcohol, but he acknowledged it was legal to do so.  He said he did not think that this store will 
have a large business, but it will be a convenience to the neighborhood.  He was supportive of 
the license. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross acknowledged that it seems contradictory to deny one alcohol license but then 
approve another soon after; however, he was confident that Mr. Lee will ensure that his 
responsibilities are met.  He was sure the neighborhood would let the City know should the 
alcohol sales become a problem. 
 
Both Councilmember DeLaney and Mayor Schroder also agreed.  
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On motion by Michael Menesini, Vice Mayor, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, to 
approve Resolution No. 002-09 regarding the determination that the public convenience and 
necessity are served by the issuance of a Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control License to 
Flex Oil Gas Station. Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0.  
 
CITY MANAGER  
 
7. Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
City Manager Philip Vince announced the State of the City Breakfast tomorrow morning 
(January 22nd) at the Shell Club House at 7:30 a.m.  
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
CITY COUNCIL  
 
8. City Council Comments. 
 
Vice Mayor Michael Menesini stated that there was the possibility of a ferry service coming to 
Martinez, and the Water Emergency Transportation Authority (WETA) has agreed to fund the 
EIR.  He noted that a potential site (south of the old ferry slip) is being considered, and 
he requested that the City Manager look at the site and begin to put together a prospectus for 
potential investors, developers, etc.  He also indicated that he and Councilmember DeLaney met 
with the Police Chief about establishing a Public Safety Committee that would address police 
issues with respect to their operations, etc., and will be bringing this item to the Council in 
February. He commented on the Alhambra Valley annexation possibilities, and he expressed the 
need to involve residents there to plan their own future, including perhaps establishing an 
advisory board.  He noted that, contrary to reports in the newspaper and elsewhere, the City is 
planning to adopt primarily the same zoning designations as the existing county zoning. 
 
Mayor Rob Schroder stated that he supported the establishment of a Public Safety Committee, 
which would be a Standing Subcommittee, and establishing an advisory board for the Alhambra 
Valley.  He also agreed to the marketing of the waterfront site, subject to final determination by 
WETA. 
 
Councilmember Mark Ross took the opportunity to acknowledge how wonderful it is to live in 
this country, embracing different ethnic cultures and incorporating them fully into society.  He 
expressed optimism about the overall feeling that progress can and will be achieved.   
 
Councilmember Lara DeLaney announced: Martinez Unified School District Community Forum, 
Wednesday, February 4, at the Alhambra High School Performing Arts Center at 7:00 p.m. 
regarding the State’s budget crisis and it’s impact to the School District; First Five Children’s 
Family Commission’s Program--"Earn It, Keep It, and Save It" offering free tax assistance for 
low income residents.  She also requested a report from staff as to what impacts there will be to 
the City’s budget and road maintenance program, if the State defers the Proposition 42 Gasoline 
Sales Tax from cities and counties. She reported that Worth a Dam has applied for a grant to 
fund the placement of interpretive signs and recommended that the City be supportive and assist 
them whether or not the grant is approved. 
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Mayor Rob Schroder announced that he and City Manager Phil Vince attended the 30th 
annual Shellie Awards at the Lesher Theater, an annual event that honors local theater 
companies. He indicated that Rich Elliott of the Willows was on stage speaking about public 
support for the arts, and he presented a Shelly award for Outstanding Contribution to the 
Performing Arts from the Willows Theater Company to the City Council of the City of 
Martinez.  Mayor Schroder presented the Shellie Award to staff.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourned at 8:23 p.m. to a Regular City Council Meeting on February 4, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, CA. 
 
Approved by the City Council 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor 
 
02/4/09 
 
 
 
 


