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Regular Meeting  
October 1, 2008  

Martinez, CA  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. with Councilmembers DeLaney 
and Kennedy, and Vice Mayor Ross.  Mayor Schroder stated that he was recusing himself on the 
Closed Session Item B: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL ANTICIPATED 
LITIGATION due to a possible Conflict of Interest and left the dais.  Councilmember Menesini 
arrived shortly after roll call. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross opened public comment on the Closed Session items. 
 
Kathi McLaughlin stated that she requested information from staff only to be told that it was 
confidential which she disagreed. Ms. McLaughlin urged the Council to get a copy of the Brown 
Act.  She reviewed Denial Access Due to Items Related to Anticipated Litigation. 
 
Heidi Perryman noted that the report as outlined was a hazard to the beavers.  She also noted that 
she too was denied information.  Ms. Perryman indicated that the property owner should pay for 
additional reports, and if there were any grounds, the City should reimburse them.  Ms. Perryman 
reviewed recommendations from "Worth A Dam." 
 
Julian Frazer stated that he understood the reasons why certain things are confidential especially 
when there is litigation involved. Mr. Frazer agreed that the sheet pile was the most unobtrusive 
way to resolve the issue.  He pointed out that if the Council waits and does not make a decision 
on this item-- it is no longer an emergency.   
 
There being no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment. 

Council adjourned to Closed Session at 6:00 p.m. in the City Manager’s Office.  

CLOSED SESSION  
 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS pursuant to Section 54957.6 of the 

California Government Code.        
 
Agency Designated   
Representatives:  Donna Williamson, Liebert, Cassidy and Whitmore; Philip Vince, City 
 Manager; Lianne Marshall, Assistant City Manager; Tom Simonetti, 
 Chief of Police.        
Employee  
Organization:  Martinez Police Officers Association  

 
Mayor Schroder left the City Manager’s Office at 6:30 p.m.  
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B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL ANTICIPATED LITIGATION Significant 
exposure to litigation pursuant to Cal. Gov’t Code section 54956.9(b): One potential case. 

 
RECONVENE - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL  
 
The meeting reconvened at 7:35 p.m.   
 
PRESENT: Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, Michael 

Menesini, Councilmember, Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, Rob Schroder, Mayor. 
EXCUSED: None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
Mayor Schroder reported that a Closed Session regarding the Martinez Police Officers 
Association was held and direction was given to the City’s negotiators.  He also stated that he 
had recused himself from Closed Session regarding Item B, Conference with Legal Council 
Anticipated Litigation due to a potential Conflict of Interest and would not participate on any 
related matter until determination is made from the Fair Political Practices Commission. Mayor 
Schroder indicated that he would recuse himself from Items #4 and #5 of the Consent Calendar, 
and asked Vice Mayor Ross to report out on Item B.  
 
Vice Mayor Ross reported that the Council decided to release information pursuant to the threat 
of litigation.  
 
PRESENTATION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S)  
 
A. Swearing in of Sergeant Brian Carter and Sergeant Glenn Walkup.
 
Chief Simonetti noted that one-third of the Police Department were present, many on their own 
time.  He introduced the Officers and described their backgrounds.  
 
Swearing in performed by City Clerk Richard G. Hernandez. 
 
Sergeant Carter and Sergeant Walkup were pinned by Chief Tom Simonetti. The City Council 
expressed their congratulations.  

Mayor Schroder introduced Barb Johnson representing Congressman George Miller’s Office.  
Ms. Johnson presented Chief Simonetti with a U.S. Flag that was flown over the Nation’s 
Capitol on September 12, 2008, in memory of Sergeant Paul Starzyk and in recognition of his 
outstanding service.  
 
B. Presentation by President of Diablo Valley College, Judy E. Walters.
 
Judy E. Walters, new president of Diablo Valley College, stated that Catalina Torres had been a 
counselor at DVC, noting that the impact that her death has caused to the students at the College 
has been tremendous.  Dr. Walters announced that they have over $7,000 contributed for a 
scholarship in her name and in her honor.  Dr. Walters also announced DVC’s 60th Anniversary 
in December 2009.  She reviewed statistical information, the mission of DVC, and benefits of 
education, and she left brochures with more information.  
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Councilmember Menesini commented on the important role that DVC plays in Martinez and 
surrounding cities.  He congratulated Dr. Walters on her new position. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross discussed his participation as a board member of the DVC Foundation, and he 
encouraged others to join. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy acknowledged the benefits of community colleges; she thanked Dr. 
Walters for her presentation.  
 
C. Proclamation proclaiming the month of October as "Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month."  
 
Mayor Schroder read the Proclamation and presented it to Dennis Henry and Sue Rinetti on 
behalf of STAND.  
 
Mr. Henry expressed his appreciation to the Council for their support.  He reported that last year 
STAND received 286 crisis calls from Martinez and gave a review of the services provided.  He 
also invited the public to STAND’s "Rebuilding Lives Luncheon" on October 20th at the 
Concord Hilton.  

Mayor Schroder indicated that since he was not going to be at the meeting for Council comments 
he would make his comments now.  He congratulated Main Street for a wonderful Festa Italia.  
He expressed regret that one business owner felt that street closures for special events was 
negatively impacting their business.  He also commended Leanne Peterson as the best thing that 
has happened to the Main Street organization, and he expressed his appreciation for the work that 
she and the entire group has done.  

PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
(COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) Reserved only for those 
requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  
 
Virginia Pursley expressed her concerns with the business license fees for fortune tellers.  Ms. 
Pursley reviewed a comparison of Martinez' permit fees with other cities that she had compiled, 
and she distributed the report to the Council. She requested the Council review the fees and 
consider making a revision.  Councilmember Menesini asked that staff look into the matter and 
bring a report back to the Council. 
 
Marta Van Loan acknowledged the assistance of Bob Cellini, Public Works Superintendent, and 
the Public Works crew who helped to mount storybook sculptures and other finishing touches in 
the library's garden.  Councilmember Menesini commended the artist, who was in the audience. 
 
Linda Meza requested that Items 4 and 5 be pulled out of order.  Mayor Schroder indicated that 
Items 1-3 should go very quickly. 
 
Paul Wilson expressed his concerns with the problems on Main Street and between downtown 
business owners, which he found to be disheartening.  He questioned Mayor Schroder having a 
conflict of interest in being a board member on Main Street and his participation and voting in 



City Council Meeting 4 of 11 October 1, 2008 
 

the Downtown Specific Plan when now he indicates a conflict of interest with the beavers. 
Mayor Schroder clarified his affiliation with Main Street and the process followed by the Fair 
Political Practice Commission (FPPC) regarding his business connections with the downtown.  
He noted he was recusing himself from the beaver issue while awaiting a final ruling by the 
FPPC. 
 
Mike Alford clarified a statement he made at the last meeting regarding financing for his 
campaign.  He acknowledged that Scott Busby, the Dunivans, and Gus Kramer indicated they 
would help him with funds for his campaign; which he indicated he declined. Mr. Alford 
commented that one good thing about tonight’s meeting was that the beaver supporters and the 
Dunivans were here together.  He thought there must be a way to negotiate and finish 
this tonight.  He also expressed concern about the oil being tracked into the downtown.     

CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.  
 
1. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Registers dated 09/04/08, 09/11/08, 09/17/08, 

09/18/08, 09/19/08, and 09/23/09. [C.Heater/2.01.01]  
 
2. Motion adopting Ordinance No. 1349 C.S. Removing the requirement for Developer to 

contribute to City’s Affordable Housing Trust as was required by Ordinance No. 1331 C.S. 
which rezoned a 10,000 square foot parcel located at 500-528 Berrellesa Street ("Villa del 
Sol") from the R-2.5/d Designation to the current R-1.5/d Multifamily Residential 
designation  (APN 373-233-002). [9.2.01]  

 
3. Resolution No. 082-08 accepting the public dedications and improvements for Subdivision 

No. 9103, Foxwood Community and authorize the release of Performance and Labor and 
Materials Bonds for Subdivision Improvements and Landscaping and Credit Traffic 
Impact Fees for Offsite Traffic Improvements. [T.Tucker/13.9103]  

 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed public comment on the Consent Calendar, with no speakers 
coming forward.  

On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, to 
approve Consent Calendar Items 1, 2 and 3. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  

Mayor Schroder turned the meeting over to Vice Mayor Mark Ross and left the dais.  

PUBLIC HEARING(S)  
 
CITY MANAGER  
 
Item #5 taken out of order.  
 
5. Consider resolutions authorizing emergency work to stabilize the Alhambra Creek bank. 

[T.Tucker/10.07.00&16.17.16]  
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A) Resolution Making findings and authorize the Assistant City Manger Community and 
Economic Development to file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 

 
B) Resolution declaring the Emergency Creek Bank Stabilization, Alhambra Creek, Escobar 

to Marina Vista Project, an emergency project in accordance with California Public 
Contract Code section 22050; and  

 
C) Approving the Emergency Creek Bank Stabilization, Alhambra Creek, Escobar to Marina 

Vista Project and allocating up to $500,000 of General Fund reserves to C3007 to 
complete the project and authorizing the City Manager to execute a construction contract 
for same.  

 
City Manager Phil Vince made introductory remarks.  City Engineer Tim Tucker presented the 
staff report, giving background on Alhambra Creek and reviewing several projects done to 
improve the flood capacity.  Mr. Tucker stated that the City had received a letter from attorney 
Dan Adams representing the Dunivans, owners of the property adjacent to Alhambra Creek.  Mr. 
Adams relayed their concerns that their property was being adversely affected by the ongoing 
beaver activity.  Mr. Adams submitted a geotechnical report prepared by William Langbehn.  
Mr. Tucker reviewed the Langbehn’s conclusions and recommendations.   
 
Mr. Tucker also stated that the City had retained the professional services of Cal Engineering and 
Geology, Phillip Gregory, to review the work completed by Mr. Langbehn.  Mr. Tucker noted 
that Mr. Gregory’s conclusions indicate there is a high likelihood of severe undermining and 
potential collapse of the retaining wall during moderate to high creek flows; and therefore, he 
recommended that immediate action be taken to abate the condition.  Mr. Tucker stated that after 
reviewing Mr. Gregory’s report, staff determined that the least disruptive repair technique is to 
install a sheet pile retaining wall.  He further stated that the recommended repair was consistent 
with the report by Mr. Langbehn.  He reviewed the sheet pile project and bid process. 
 
Mr. Tucker indicated that staff had reviewed CEQA requirements and the California Public 
Contract Code and had developed construction plans to correct the emergency situation, which 
he discussed.  He asked that the Council adopt resolutions authorizing the emergency work to 
stabilize the Alhambra Creek bank.   
 
Vice Mayor Ross requested that Mr. Gregory address the situation as he sees it.  Mr. Gregory 
stated that he was hired by the City to review geotechnical conditions between the railroad 
bridge and further upstream, especially the area between Marina Vista and Main Street.  He 
indicated that he had reviewed the creek with Bill Langbehn, consultant for the property owners 
threatening lawsuit, back in May and June.  He also indicated that he had reviewed the creek 
with staff about two weeks ago, and the conditions of the bank had changed significantly.  He 
noted that from an engineering perspective, there was immediate risk to the structures from the 
burrowing.  He stated that if nothing is done to stabilize the retaining wall before the rains come, 
the two structures will be in jeopardy of at least a partial collapse.  In response to a question from 
Vice Mayor Ross about the level of rainfall necessary for that to happen, Mr. Gregory said 
that using a 2-year reoccurrence level showed there would be enough flow in the creek that could 
undermine the structures. 
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Vice Mayor Ross asked Mr. Gregory to explain his conclusions regarding the burrowing and 
building of the beavers.  Mr. Gregory stated that when he went out four months ago, he noticed a 
gap between the creek bank and the Bertola’s building of about two inches, but he was not 
concerned at that time.  However, when he went out with staff two weeks ago, it was clear that 
things were different - the area below the retaining wall at Bertola’s had widened by 2-3 feet on 
the creek bank from the base of the retaining wall, making it doubtful that the retaining wall was 
being supported.  He further stated that it became evident there was stress on the retaining wall - 
new cracks showed that the wall had started moving and when the rains come it will be a 
significant problem:  a partial collapse of the structure that could cause the creek to back up 
creating other problems downstream.  He and the Council discussed possible options, and Mr. 
Gregory recommended installation of sheet piles.   

The Council recessed for 5 minutes and reconvened with all members present, except Mayor 
Schroder who was recused.  

Vice Mayor Ross opened public comment on the item. 
 
Linda Meza commented on questions she had regarding potential voids - how will they be 
determined and how will the inhabitants be safeguarded during the process. 
 
Heidi Perryman expressed concern about the location of the crane, the vibrations, the need for 
review by a beaver biologist, and the delay in releasing information to the public. 
 
Jon Ridler read a letter from Skip Lisle (beaver biologist) regarding the risks to the beavers.  
Vice Mayor Ross expressed appreciation for the information.  He also noted that this is the first 
time he has seen a litigation case discussed so publicly. 
 
Guy Jett asked about the design lifetime of the piling as opposed to the existing wall and who 
owns the wall. 
 
Bill Wainwright commented on the time it took the Council to attend to this matter, reviewing 
the history from October 2007 to the present.  Vice Mayor Ross noted that earlier reports 
indicated no damage to the property in question; it was only recently that contradictory 
information was received. 
 
Mike Alford commented on the money spent by the City on the beaver issue, how many 
landowners are involved in the suit, why it took so long for action, why gunite wasn’t 
considered, and the need for a more public process.   
 
Kristin Henderson commented on research she presented earlier regarding the beavers.  She 
asked if it would be possible to move the Bertola building elsewhere, whether the slope would be 
equally unstable during an earthquake or other emergency conditions, concern about the amount 
of money being spent, whether the property owner would be reciprocally responsible for 
environmental impacts caused by him/her, and whether the piles would be necessary if the 
beavers left on their own. 
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Kathi McLaughlin asked the date of the original letter from the parties involved, and she 
requested copies of the engineer’s proposal, the RFP, and minutes of the meeting when the 
decision was made.  She also asked why the City did not contract with a creek expert, a 
hydrologic engineer or the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District (CCRCD); what impact 
the earthquake in early September had on the wall, and what impact putting 200’ of hardscape 
will have on the flow of the creek, the riparian habitat and the endangered species.  She referred 
to a report from CCRCD about the impacts on food sources for the Delta smelt.  She also asked 
what the wall was like before the City took over maintenance, what impact City work, and the 
limited options presented to the Council.  She asked that a full environmental study by done.  
Vice Mayor Ross indicated that some of her questions might need more research and might not 
be answered tonight. 
 
Igor Skaredoff, member of the Beaver Task Force, chair of the CCRCD, and Friends of 
Alhambra Creek, made alternative recommendations:  research the silent technique mentioned by 
Ms. Perriman, temporary relocation of the beavers by highly qualified individuals, scheduling 
and location of the work to minimize impacts on the beavers, use some of the funds from Shell 
Oil to defray the costs, and convene a 3-party team (representatives of the City, the beaver 
supporters, and the property owners) to find the best possible solution. 
 
Tim Platt asked that the beavers be kept as safe as possible through the process, whether other 
funds might be available since there seems to be shared responsibility as well as shared impacts 
and benefits, and he asked that any language referring to the beavers as cause agents be removed 
from the resolution. 
 
Julian Frazer, Beaver Subcommittee, offered his help as an environmentalist and his father’s help 
as a crane operator.  He expressed agreement with some of Ms. Perriman’s views, and he 
discussed the benefits of the sheet pile wall as the best solution to the beavers.  He explained the 
process involved, the work of the biologist through the process, and he commented on the 
possibility of isolating the beavers during construction of the wall. 
 
Natasha Kinsler, Environmental Studies Academy student, questioned whether the beavers 
actually made the burrows and offered services of herself and other students to do more research. 
 
Moses Silva asked that the emergency measures be postponed to allow more investigation into 
the actual cause of the cracks. 
 
Paul Wilson noted that the full Flood Control project was never completed due to lack of funds.  
He also questioned whether this is a greater emergency than the lack of retrofitted buildings in 
the downtown.  He suggested a geomat be installed instead. 
 
Flo Butler, Pleasant Hill resident, noted that cities around are watching the actions of the City, as 
well as the children. 
 
Rich Verrilli commented on earlier reports that the beavers were going to be such a benefit to the 
City, with little impacts.  He questioned how much money has already been expended on their 
behalf, and whether an additional $500,000 was justified, given other financial needs of the 
City.  He suggested relocating the beavers. 
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Seeing no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment on the item.  

At the request of the Council, Mr. Gregory responded to the questions/concerns raised by the 
public. 
 
Regarding the voids behind the sheet pile, he discussed the necessary preconstruction assessment 
to determine where the burrows are located to avoid harm to the beavers. 
 
As to whether or not the mobilization could be done in a backyard rather than on Castro Street, 
Mr. Gregory noted that the example in San Ramon was different because the combined backyard 
was the only place available to stage.  He discussed other staging areas - backyard of Bertola’s or 
in the creek itself (after it is de-watered.) 
 
Councilmember Kennedy asked about Escobar or Marina Vista, and Mr. Gregory acknowledged 
it could be done, but he thought across the creek on Castro would be less impacting. 
 
He agreed a qualified beaver biologist to be involved would be helpful in determining the actual 
location of the burrows and the beavers prior to construction.  He clarified that from an 
engineering perspective, creek stabilization was entirely different from creek rehabilitation.  He 
expressed willingness to consider possible ways to drive the sheet piles with less vibration 
impacts.  

Assistant City Attorney Veronica Nebb responded to legal issues raised regarding accessibility to 
documents, when the threat-of-litigation letter was received and the consultant hired. 
 
Ms. Nebb and staff responded to questions from the Council as to how the determination was 
made that this is an emergency situation under CEQA law, the projected dates for the proposed 
work, whether an immediate biological survey can be done and/or a biological consultant can be 
hired, the role the Beaver Subcommittee can play in the process, and potential City liability for 
damaged inventory if there is a break in the wall. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross asked Ms. Perryman as president of "Worth A Dam" whether she would 
consider being part of the oversight team to help guide the process.  He acknowledged she would 
not be a design expert or a wildlife expert, but he thought she and/or other members of "Worth A 
Dam" could still provide valuable input. 
 
Mr. Vince clarified that Mr. Tucker had expressed willingness for input and participation by 
"Worth A Dam", as long as the consulting engineer has the final say, as the expert in engineering 
issues and creek stability, and as long as the necessary timeline can be met. 
 
In response to a further question from Mr. Alford, Ms. Nebb explained the origin of the threat-
of-litigation letter.   

Councilmember Menesini acknowledged that many valid suggestions have been made about how 
to proceed with the issue; however, regardless of how it came about the urgency of the current 
situation is clear and the City’s liability is extreme if a creek wall collapses.  He thought the 
sheeting proposal is the best and will be inexpensive compared to litigation costs.  He expressed 
support for staff recommendations, in view of the seriousness of the situation. 
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Councilmember DeLaney concurred with everything Councilmember Menesini said.  She 
indicated she was a strong supporter of the beavers and doing whatever is necessary to keep them 
in Martinez, but she acknowledged the issue of the creek stability was extremely important.  She 
agreed that needed infrastructure improvements make this a necessary financial expenditure.  
She encouraged as little impact on the beavers as possible.  She asked that resolution be amended 
to remove references to speculative conclusions.  Councilmember Menesini agreed with Mr. 
Platt's suggestion that references to the beavers also be removed from the resolutions. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy also agreed, citing issues of public safety, City liability, and the time 
constraints. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross thanked Mr. Gregory for his report and his time, noting his expertise has been 
very convincing.  He acknowledged that the not all of the original creek improvements had been 
completed due to funding issues, and this project could be considered as part of those 
improvements.  He asked for additional conditions in the form of a citizen oversight committee 
(including a qualified research biologist), and a reduction in cost to $350,000.  Mr. Vince 
expressed doubt that it could be done for that little. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross also said he thought the money from the Texaco settlement should be used to 
pay for the project, and he asked that a statement be added to the third resolution saying that the 
City is committed to keeping the beavers in a safe and sane manner.  Ms. Nebb expressed 
concern that it might be outside of what was agendized. 
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 084-08 making findings and authorize the Assistant City Manger  
Community and Economic Development to file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and amending the language in "Facts in 
Support" to maybe or possibly.  Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0. Yes: Lara DeLaney, 
Councilmember, Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, Michael Menesini, Councilmember, and Mark 
Ross, Vice Mayor, Recuse: Robert Schroder, Mayor.  

On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 085-08 declaring the Emergency Creek Bank Stabilization, Alhambra 
Creek, Escobar to Marina Vista Project, an emergency project in accordance with California 
Public Contract Code section 22050 as amended. Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0.  

On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, 
adopt Resolution No. 086-08 approving the Emergency Creek Bank Stabilization, Alhambra 
Creek, Escobar to Marina Vista Project and allocating up to $500,000 of General Fund reserves 
to C3007 to complete the project and authorizing the City Manager to execute a construction 
contract for same, with the caveat that beaver be deleted, and that Texaco Oil Spill money be 
used, that the project be done with utmost care to the habitat, a qualified biologist, and an 
interested member of the community to provide "real time" oversight of the care to the habitat.  
Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0.  
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6. Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
No comments made.  

The Commission recessed for ten minutes and reconvened with all members present, except for 
Mayor Schroder who was recused. 
 
Point of Order made by Councilmember Lara DeLaney that a vote of the Council was 
necessary to continue the meeting after 10:30 p.m.  

On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
continue the meeting. Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0.  
 
4. Resolution approving the application for grant funds for the California River Parkways 

Grant Program under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood control, 
River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) to implement 
environmental and flood control improvements outlined in the Beaver Subcommittee 
Report. [T.Tucker/10.07.00&16.17.16]  

 
City Engineer Tim Tucker presented the staff report.  He also responded to questions/comments 
from the Council regarding the following issues:   
 
Councilmember DeLaney noted that the City could actually qualify for both grants.  She 
encouraged staff to pursue both options.  Mr. Tucker said that he did the checklist on the grant 
website, and it appears the City would only qualify for the river parkway grant, but he agreed to 
double check, as well as pursuing all possible sources for funding. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney commented on an email from Heidi Perryman expressing concern that 
"Worth a Dam" was not listed as a consultant.  Mr. Tucker indicated willingness to list "Worth a 
Dam" as a partner in the project, and said he would welcome a letter of support from them. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross opened public comment on the item.  

Igor Skaredoff commented on the process and the need for more public notification.  He agreed 
"Worth a Dam" should be included. 
 
Julian Frazier asked to be included as part of the design team.  He also discussed the creek walk, 
vandalism, and necessary improvements as stipulated in the 1992 Creek Enhancement Plan - 
beginning at Nancy Boyd Park. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment on the item.  
 
Councilmember Kennedy commended staff for their continuing success in finding available 
grant funds for which the City is eligible.   
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On motion by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, seconded by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 083-08 approving the application for grant funds for the California 
River Parkways Grant Program under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood 
control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) to implement 
environmental and flood control improvements outlined in the Beaver Subcommittee Report. 
Motion unanimously passed 4 - 0.  

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
CITY COUNCIL  
 
7. City Council Comments. 
 
Janet Kennedy clarified that she was not on vacation last week, but at a League of California 
Cities Conference with Councilmember DeLaney.  She reported that she attended sessions on 
Leadership and Changing Demographics in California; on Friday she was a speaker on 
California Housing Law, and she attended a session "We’re only as Good as our Employees."  
She also announced the Run for Education sponsored by Shell on Saturday, October 4, and the 
Pasta Feed the night before at the Shell Club House, and the Home Tour and Restaurant Tour on 
October 11th. Councilmember Kennedy requested that the Council express their appreciation for 
the support we received during our tragic event, by personally going to the different cities; Chief 
Simonetti will be assisting with the project which the Council agreed. 
 
Councilmember Lara DeLaney also reported out on her attendance at the League’s Conference.  
She indicated that she attended all the financing sessions, i.e., “Improving your Community 
through Community Facility Financing,” “Budget Woes Got You Down,” “Financing Green 
Improvements,” etc. She indicated it was an excellent Conference and that she will share the 
details. 
 
Councilmember Menesini thanked Councilmembers Kennedy and DeLaney for attending the 
Conference.  He requested that from the Shell money received ($50,000) be used for a Public 
Safety Monument. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross thanked staff for all their work and efforts with the Alhambra Creek 
Emergency Bank Stabilization staff report.  

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Vice Mayor Ross adjourned the meeting at 11:30 p.m. to a Regular City Council Meeting on 
October 15, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, 
California. 
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor    Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 11/5/08 


