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Regular Meeting  
February 20, 2008  

Martinez, CA  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER- PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL  
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers with 
Councilmembers Lara DeLaney, Janet Kennedy, Michael Menesini, and Vice Mayor Mark Ross 
present. 
 
PRESENTATION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S)  
 
A. Proclaiming February 25, through March 3, 2008 as "Peace Corps Week." 
 
Proclamation presented to Kathy Radke and Bryan Lynch. 
 
Ms. Radke reported that on March 1st the Peace Corps will be working at the Nancy Boyd Park 
and invited the public to attend.  
 
B. Proclaiming “Eileen Delehanty Pearkes Day.”
 
Mayor Schroder gave a brief biography of Ms. Delehanty Pearkes, concluding with presenting 
the Proclamation.  Ms. Delehanty Pearkes expressed appreciation for the honor.  
 
C. Proclaiming March 2008 as “American Red Cross Month.”
 
In the absence of any Red Cross representatives, Mayor Schroder read the Proclamation and 
directed staff to mail it to them.  Vice Mayor Ross commented on the very active chapter in 
Martinez and encouraged additional volunteers.  
  
PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) 
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  
 
Phillip Ciaramintaro spoke on behalf of the Martinez Opera of Contra Costa and the Martinez 
Opera Guild, inviting the public to their Open House on the corner of Ferry and Green and in 
Martinez on March 2nd from 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. On behalf of Kathy Riggs, he announced 
events being hosted by Martinez Opera and the Martinez Arts Association. He also discussed and 
requested support for future plans of the Martinez Opera.  
 
Mike Alford questioned the monies from the Shell and Texaco settlements and how they were 
spent.  He also asked what happened to the Italian influence and culture in the City, and he 
expressed his commitment to speak (voluntarily) on behalf of others who don't have a voice.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.  
 
 
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes of January 23, and February 6, 2008. [M.Cabral]
 
2. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Registers dated 01/24/08, 01/31/08, and 

02/07/08.  [C.Heater/2.01.01]  
 
3. Motion accepting the Mid-Year Financial Report and adopting Resolution No. 004-

08 approving adjustments for fiscal year 2007-2008. [C.Heater&L.Marshall/02.01.00]  
 
4. Motion introducing an ordinance amending Title 10, Vehicles and Traffic, of the Martinez 

Municipal Code by deleting in its entirety Section 10.08.080, Exemption of Certain 
Vehicles, and adopting by reference the California Vehicle Code, 2007 Edition. 
[T.Simonetti/04.08.12]  

 
5. Resolution No. 005-08 authorizing the Building Official to issue building permits on lots 

69 through 72 for Tract 2226, St. Mary’s Street, once all approvals and reviews have been 
successfully completed. [T.Tucker]  

 
6. Resolution No. 006-08 authorizing the City Manager to award and execute an agreement 

with Transdyn Inc. for the Water System SCADA Upgrade not to exceed $143,698. 
[T.Tucker&A.Pellegrini/15.07.02]  

 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed public comment on the Consent Calendar with no speakers 
coming forward.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve Items #1 through #6 of the Consent Calendar. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S)  
 
7. Public hearing introducing an Ordinance amending Title 8, Health & Safety, of the 

Martinez Municipal Code by adding Chapter 8.50 Seismic Hazard Retrofit Program for 
Unreinforced Masonry Buildings. [D.Scola/09.16.05]  

 
Vice Mayor Ross recused himself because of a potential conflict of interest due to the fact that 
within the past 12 months, he has represented a buyer of a building affected by the URM 
ordinance and was paid a commission as a result of the sale.  He noted that it is reasonably 
foreseeable that he may be paid another commission by an owner of a different building affected 
by the URM ordinance who has listed that building and has entered into a contract to sell. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross left the dais.  
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Public Works Director Dave Scola presented the staff report, reviewing State requirements and 
provisions of the City’s past and proposed new ordinance.  
 
Mayor Schroder opened the public hearing.  
 
Robert Clayton commented on his experience with seismic ordinances throughout the State.  He 
expressed support for the ordinance, and he strongly suggested that the City provide an 
adequate support network for the property owners to enable them to make the needed seismic 
retrofit and mentioned various resources available. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked about the relationship between retrofit costs and rental rates, to which Mr. 
Clayton responded, based on his experiences in other jurisdictions. 
 
David Fisher commented on the process involved in developing the ordinance and thanked staff 
for the final product.  He expressed concern, however, with the lack of provision for how the 
retrofit is to be done and the visual impacts.  He suggested some additional language to address 
the issue. 
 
Al Turnbaugh expressed support for the ordinance, but asked the Council to postpone enacting it 
until after the current historic building inventory is completed. 
 
Paul Wilson asked whether a request for proposals for a Civil Engineer would be done, so that 
the costs to be recovered from the property owners can be accurately determined.  Mr. Scola said 
it would depend on the magnitude of the job to decide whether peer review would be involved.  
Mr. Wilson commented on the need for property owners to know the costs prior to taking on the 
retrofit project. 
 
At the direction of Mayor Schroder, and Mr. Scola discussed the City's fee schedule. 
 
Mike Alford agreed with Mr. Turnbaugh that it makes sense to wait to enact the ordinance until 
after the Historic Inventory is finished.  
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed the public hearing.  
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked what documentation is necessary (and who determines the 
adequacy) for an owner to demonstrate that retrofit of a building is not economically feasible and 
apply for a demolition permit.  After Mr. Scola discussed the current process for demolition 
permits, Councilmember DeLaney asked about the "failure to comply" provisions.  City Attorney 
Jeff Walter suggested additional language to strengthen the City’s ability to enforce compliance.  
He acknowledged that it could be difficult, as in any case when a property owner refuses to 
comply with City code. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney expressed support for Mr. Fisher’s suggestions, although she was 
concerned about how exceptions would be determined.  Mr. Walter acknowledged that the 
wording might need to be reconsidered. 
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Councilmember Menesini expressed concern about the financial impacts on the property owners, 
and the potential effect on economic revitalization in the City.  He asked staff to respond to Mr. 
Clayton’s ideas about economic resources for the property owner. 
 
Assistant City Manager Community and Economic Development Karen Majors said the issue 
was not unique to Martinez.  She discussed some programs that could give assistance to the 
property owner, but she acknowledged there were not many available. 
 
After further discussion among staff and the Council, Mr. Clayton was asked to come back to the 
podium.  He discussed specific organizations and programs, mentioning ways that the City can 
help owners in the early stages of the process. 
 
Mr. Menesini suggested contacting local banks to see about the possibility of special loans.  He 
also expressed concern about ADA requirements, and he commented on the need for the historic 
inventory to be completed. 
 
Mr. Clayton noted that even local designation of historic significance (for buildings 50+ years 
old) would be adequate in allowing a property owner to apply for assistance under historic 
preservation programs.  He also expressed willingness to serve voluntarily as a resource. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy read some of the provisions of the Mills Act (related to historic 
buildings).  The Council and staff discussed the process and implication of the City adopting the 
Mills Act. 
 
Councilmember Menesini suggested postponing action until the issues raised can be addressed.  
Councilmember DeLaney mentioned Mr. Wilson's concerns regarding creation of a list of 
qualified engineers. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy discussed the work of the Subcommittee (which began before the 
historic preservation issue was raised), including development of a list of qualified professionals 
while not endorsing any specific ones.  Mr. Scola indicated that the State Seismic Safety 
Commission has already compiled a list. 
 
Councilmember Menesini said it is incumbent on the Council to consider economic feasibility as 
well as public safety in developing this ordinance.  Councilmember Kennedy noted that having a 
Redevelopment Agency would have addressed most of these issues. 
 
Mayor Schroder noted that the Subcommittee had considered many of these issues and had 
looked at the ordinances of other jurisdictions.  He expressed confidence that the proposed 
ordinance was a good one.  He agreed that the City does not want to create a disincentive for 
economic improvement in the City, but public safety issues demand that this ordinance be 
enacted, sooner rather than later.  He acknowledged, however, that it could be postponed 
temporarily to allow staff to respond to the issues raised. 
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Mayor Schroder asked Mr. Scola whether earthquake retrofit projects are required to go to the 
Design Review Committee.  Mr. Scola said they are, but he noted that Mr. Fisher's suggestions 
of putting design requirements in the ordinance could help in the process. 
 
Council reached consensus to continue the matter in order that staff can address aesthetics (as 
submitted by David Fisher), loan and incentive programs, add a list of qualified engineers, and 
wait until the historic preservation list has been completed.  
 
The Council recessed at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Ross returned to the dais.  
 
ORDINANCE(S)  
 
CITY MANAGER  
 
8. 630 Court Street Update and approve resolution commencing property disposition process, 

setting the public hearing for April 2, 2008, and amending the Exclusive Negotiating 
Rights Agreement for 77 days.   [K.Majors/05.15.00]  

 
Assistant City Manager Community & Economic Development Karen Majors presented the staff 
report.  
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked whether the City was considering implementation of the Mills 
Act, and whether that would delay the progress on this property.  Ms. Majors confirmed that staff 
was laying the groundwork for the Mills Act, and that it should not delay the purchase and sale 
agreement.  
 
Paul Wilson clarified that this is actually the 4th attempt to deal with this property.  He noted that 
the staff report does not mention that the building is on the historic registry.  He also said that he 
thought the proposed 3rd story was not appropriate for the building, and he questioned whether 
the purchaser would withdraw if the 3rd story is not approved.  Mayor Schroder confirmed with 
staff that it is not up to the State to approve or disapprove the 3rd story. 
 
Mike Alford noted that he had approached the City some time back with a buyer for the property, 
but he was told that it was already sold.  Mayor Schroder explained the RFP process, indicating 
that a buyer was selected and negotiations are still underway.  Mr. Alford asked whether the 
building would be put on the market again if this deal falls through.  Mayor Schroder said yes, 
but not through the normal real estate market. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the item.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 007-08 commencing 630 Court Street property disposition process, 
setting the public hearing for April 2, 2008, and amending the Exclusive Negotiating Rights 
Agreement for 77 days. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
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9. Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
No comments made. 
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
CITY COUNCIL  
 
URGENCY ITEM ADDED:  
On motion by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, seconded by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, 
approve adding an urgency item to the agenda regarding Contra Costa County’s re-entry 
facility.   Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
10. A.   

  
Councilmember Kennedy stated that the County Board of Supervisors met on February 12, to 
consider potential sites within Contra Costa County to host a State re-entry facility, a program in 
which prisoners ready for release will receive local services and information before being 
released into the community.  One of the potential sites is on Waterfront Road, Martinez 
(Martinez’ sphere of influence).  
 
Councilmember Kennedy requested that Council direct staff to write a letter to the Board of 
Supervisors for the Mayor’s Signature addressing all their concerns with copies to the County 
Administrator and Sheriff.  
 
Councilmember Menesini asked Police Chief Simonetti for input on the issue.  He expressed 
agreement with Councilmember Kennedy’s suggestion. 
 
There was discussion of the County selection process and the potential impacts on the City. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed public comment on the item with no speakers coming 
forward. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney expressed appreciation to Councilmember Kennedy for bringing 
the matter before the Council, in view of the potential impacts on the City.   
 
Councilmember Menesini indicated he thought a courtesy call from the County to the Police 
Chief would have been appropriate.  He mentioned other public safety issues that should be 
addressed in considering the location. 
 
Mayor Schroder agreed that the City should have been consulted or at least notified of the 
possibilities being considered by the County. 
 
(Comments by Councilmember Ross were inaudible.) 
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Motion to approve sending a letter to the County Board of Supervisors indicating the City’s 
position on the County’s re-entry facility.  Moved by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, seconded 
by Michael Menesini, Councilmember.  Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0.  
 
10. B.   City Council Comments.
 
Councilmember DeLaney requested a discussion on the redevelopment ordinance for the next 
agenda.  Mayor Schroder asked for specifics on the process.  Councilmember Menesini 
expressed concern about concurrent ballot measures for redevelopment and the proposed bond 
measure.  Vice Mayor Ross requested a meeting of the Redevelopment Subcommittee before the 
Council meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross responded to the comments made by Mike Alford regarding air quality 
settlements, and he announced Martinez Celebrates Cycling and Live Healthy Fair on Saturday, 
April 5th. 
 
Councilmember Menesini welcomed the new camera person Doug Bigham. 
 
Mayor Schroder requested the meeting adjourn in memory of John "JJ" Jarvis and in memory of 
the public servants of Kirkland, Missouri, who were gunned down before a town meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourned at 9:23 p.m. in memory of John "JJ" Jarvis and to those public servants of the City of 
Kirland, Missouri; then to a Regular City Council Meeting on March 5, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, CA.  
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor 
 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 3/19/08 


