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Regular Meeting  
July 5, 2006  

Martinez, CA  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
ADDED FROM SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers with all members 
present except Councilmember Kennedy who was excused.  There were no public comments made.  
 
Council adjourned to Closed Session in the City Manager’s Office. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL- ANTICIPATED LITIGATION  
 
Initiation of litigation pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 54956.9:  one potential case.  

RECONVENE - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL 
 
The Council reconvened at 7:00 p.m. with all members present as indicated. Mayor Schroder 
indicated that Council met in Closed Session and there was nothing to report out.  

PRESENTATION(S) / PROCLAMATION(S) 
 
Flag Presentation for Armed Forces Serving Our Country.  
 
Commander Tom Simonetti introduced Detective Lisa Maloney (also a member of the Air Force 
Reserve at the rank of Major).  Ms. Maloney discussed her service since 9-11-01 in two different 
tours of duty, and expressed appreciation for all the support she received from the Police 
Department and the City.  She presented to the Council a U.S. Flag which flew over the skies at 
Sather Air Base, Baghdad, Iraq; "Operation Iraqi Freedom" May 30, 2005.  

Presentation of CRM Module System.  
 
City Manager June Catalano expressed appreciation to Mark Kelly of Civica Software and the staff 
project team for their work on the software.  Mr. Kelley previewed the new Citizens Relationship 
Management program called "City Assist."  He noted that this program will allow City staff to 
respond to citizen complaints, requests for information and/or services, and track and issue reports.   
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked if requests could be submitted anonymously.  Mr. Kelley said yes, and 
gave a brief demonstration of the process.  
Mayor Schroder asked, and Mr. Kelley confirmed that email updates could be sent to the person 
making the request. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked, and Mr. Kelley confirmed that the requests could be sent directly to 
the appropriate department.  She also asked about reports, and Mr. Kelley discussed the types of 
reports that can be created. 
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Councilmember Ross said he was impressed with the accountability inherent in the system.  He 
asked what other cities have similar technology, and Mr. Kelley reviewed nearby cities, including 
San Francisco. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked when the software would be implemented, and Mr. Kelley said sometime 
next week.  

PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) 
 
Bob Barker expressed his concerns about the 3-minute time limit, given the serious and difficult 
topics being considered.  He questioned its legality in limiting freedom of speech.  City Attorney 
Jeff Walter discussed applicable Brown Act provisions, noting that the Attorney General and the 
courts have upheld the 3-minute time limit. Mr. Barker asked if the Council could decide to 
increase the amount of time allotted with more complicated topics.  Mayor Schroder indicated it 
was at the discretion of the chair, and sometimes extra time has been allowed.  Councilmember 
Wainwright also noted that the Council has developed procedures to allow other members of the 
audience to yield their time to one speaker. 
 
Barbara Hannafan discussed her concerns with the deterioration of the old train station and asked 
the status of the restoration project.  Ms. Catalano discussed technical issues and 
requirements faced by the City and the Martinez Historical Society. 
 
Mike Alford commented on those from the Contra Costa Interfaith Council, who spoke at the last 
meeting in support of affordable housing, even some who were not citizens.  He also discussed 
Christmas and other holidays, which are no longer calendared by the City.  Ms. Catalano said the 
issue of Christmas decorations has been referred to the Arts and Library Commission.  Mayor 
Schroder said the City is not able to recognize any religious holidays.  Mr. Alford noted that the 
pledge of allegiance, courts and money all refer to God.  After his 3 minutes were finished, Mr. 
Alford asked if anyone would yield their time.  Mayor Schroder asked him to sit down, noting that 
the additional time was only applicable to those who are respectful and not disruptive.  Mr. Alford 
relinquished the floor. 
 
Wes Brinklen presented an idea thought up by his sons, that the City explore the possibility of 
developing a Marina Park Railway.  He asked if the City could do a feasibility study of the idea.  
Councilmember Wainwright said he thought it was a great idea, suggesting that Union Pacific and 
the Martinez Historical Society might help.  After brief comments, the Council recommended that 
the concept be presented to the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 
Mr. Minetti, long-time resident, spoke about the poor condition of Highway 4 and Alhambra  
Avenue gateway into the City.  He urged the City to make it more welcoming to visitors and 
residents.  Councilmember Wainwright expressed strong agreement with his idea, and suggested 
landscaping along the freeway as well. 
 
Richard Duncan reported on the 6th annual Pancake and Soap Box Derby, held on July 4th.  He 
said it was a great success, both in terms of fundraising and bringing people to the downtown.  He 
thanked the City for their support, as well as volunteers from the public.  Vice Mayor DeLaney 
asked how the County interaction went, and Mr. Duncan said they were very cooperative and 
helpful. 
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Paul Wilson commented on the need to preserve historic buildings (such as 630 Court Street) in the 
City and asked when the mandatory earthquake retrofit ordinance for unreinforced masonry 
buildings will be enacted.  Ms. Catalano said there will be another stakeholder meeting soon, but 
work is going forward on the ordinance.  Mayor Schroder discussed concerns that if the ordinance 
is too stringent, buildings may be abandoned rather than retrofited.  Mr. Wilson was not supportive 
of tax money being spent to improve privately-owned buildings.   

On motion of Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, seconded by Mark Ross, Councilmember, the Council 
voted unanimously to add an Urgency item. 
  
Urgency item added: 
 
By resolution to request and consent to consolidation of a General Municipal Election on November 
7, 2006, set specifications of the election order, and request that the County Elections Official 
handle the issuing and filing of candidate nomination papers. [M.Cabral/40.20.00]  
 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed public comment with none being made. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked how this would differ from the usual election process, other than 
having the County handling the issuing and filing of candidate nomination papers. 
 
Deputy City Clerk Mercy Cabral said there was no other difference, noting that those wishing to be 
candidates should go to the county for the necessary paperwork.  Vice Mayor DeLaney confirmed 
with Ms. Cabral that the county is willing to do this.  

On motion of Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, seconded by Mark Ross, Councilmember, the Council 
voted unanimously to approve Resolution No. 048-05 request and consent to consolidation of a 
General Municipal Election on Novermber 7, 2006, set specifications of the election order, and 
request that the County Elections Official handle the issuing and filing of candidate nomination 
papers.  
  
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Mayor Schroder indicated he would be abstaining from the vote on the minutes of May 17, under 
Item 1. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked that Item #3 be removed for discussion.   
 
Councilmember Wainwright said he would recuse himself from Item #4.  

Mayor Schroder opened public comment on Items 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7.  Seeing no speakers, he closed 
public comment.  
 
2. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Register(s) dated 06/15/06, 06/19/06 and 06/22/06. 

[C.Heater/2.1.0]  
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5. Resolution No. 050-06 allocating $5,700 from the Zone 5 Drainage Area fund for a 
preliminary drainage study by PWA for long term solutions to Alhambra Creek flooding. 
[T.Tucker/10.07.01]  

  
6. Resolution No. 051-06 authorizing the City Manager to award and execute the construction 

contract for the 2006 Paving Project. [T.Tucker/12.04.00]  
  
7. Landscape and Lighting Assessment Districts for: 1979-3, Village Oaks Terrace; 1981-3, 

Muir Station; 1983-3, Vista Oaks; 1988-1, The Center Martinez;  1994-1, Creekside; 1997-1, 
Brittany Hills; 2000-2, Terra Vista;  2001-1, Alhambra Estates.  

 
a. Resolution describing improvements and changes;  
b. Motion approving Engineer’s Report;  
c. Resolution of intention to levy and collect assessments, set date for public hearing on July 19, 

2006, and direct City Clerk to give and publish all required notices.  
 
Village Oaks--Resolution No. 052-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 053-06 intent to 
levy, and set public hearing for July 19. [T.Tucker/10.02.34] 
 
Muir Station Park--Resolution No. 054-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 055-06 
intent to levy, and set public hearing for July 19.   [T.Tucker/10.02.15] 
 
Vista Oaks--Resolution No. 056-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 057-06 intent to 
levy, and set public hearing for July 19. [T.Tucker/10.02.22] 
 
Center Martinez--Resolution No. 058-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 059-06 
intent to levy, and set public hearing for July 19. [T.Tucker/10.02.31] 
 
Creekside--Resolution No. 060-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 061-06 intent to 
levy, and set public hearing for July 19.  [T.Tucker/10.02.36] 
 
Brittany Hills--Resolution No. 062-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 063-06 intent 
to levy, and set public hearing for July 19. [T.Tucker/10.02.37] 
 
Terra Vista--Resolution No. 064-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 065-06 intent to 
levy, and set public hearing for July 19. [T.Tucker/10.02.40] 
 
Alhambra Estates--Resolution No. 066-06 describing; motion approving, Resolution No. 067-06 
intent to levy, and set public hearing for July 19.  [T.Tucker/10.02.41]  

On motion of Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, seconded by Mark Ross, Councilmember, the Council 
voted unanimously to approve Items #2, 5, 6, and 7 of the Consent Calendar.  
  
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes of April 26, May 17, and June 14, 2006. 
 
There was no public comment on Item #1.  
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Councilmember Wainwright made corrections to names in the minutes of May 17 and June 14.  He 
also corrected comments he made referring to the DC (Downtown Core) zone (not the CC zone) of 
the Downtown Specific Plan. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney said there was a verb missing, and she would pass the correction on to staff.  

On motion of Bill Wainwright, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, the 
Council voted unanimously to approve City Council Minutes of April 26, and June 14, 2006, as 
amended.  
  
On motion of Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, seconded by Bill Wainwright, Councilmember, the 
Council voted to approve City Council Minutes of May 17th, as amended by the following vote: 
Abstain: R.Schroder, Mayor; Absent: Janet Kennedy, Councilmember; Rest: Ayes.   
  
4. Resolution accepting bids for the 2005-06 Cape Seal Project and awarding the construction 

contract to the lowest responsible bidder. [T.Tucker/12.05.00]  
 
Councilmembers Ross and Wainwright indicated a conflict of interest.  In absence of a remaining 
quorum, the item was continued to the next meeting.  
 
3. Resolution approving adjustments to the adopted budget for fiscal year 2006-2007. 

[C.Heater/2.1.0]  
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about the allocation of $50,000 for downtown creek improvements from 
the General Fund when there is drainage area funding available.  Mayor Schroder said that was an 
error.  He said that the Budget Subcommittee was recommending $50,000 toward creek plaza 
improvements, not drainage improvements.  Vice Mayor DeLaney said she thought $50,000 was too 
much for that, given that there are other possible beautification projects. 

Vice Mayor DeLaney also asked about the proposed loan to the marina for improvements, as well as 
funding for the removal of the pier, and the proposed RFP for dinner cruises.  Administrative 
Services Director Lianne Marshall clarified that the $250,000 included the $183,000 that was 
approved earlier by the Council. 

The Council discussed possible restaurant scenarios that should be included under the proposed RFP, 
including legal and cost considerations.  City Manager Catalano noted that Economic Development 
Director Susan McCue was already researching the infrastructure needs for a land-based restaurant.  
She indicated that staff would be willing to do either one or two RFPs, if the Council would grant 
them the flexibility. 

Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about the allocation of $25,000 for the AEG and the Martinez Bicycling 
events, since Martinez has not been selected as a host city for next year.  Ms. Catalano clarified that 
was for cycling events prior to the AEG event itself.  Mayor Schroder said the host cities had not 
been announced yet, but it might be good to set aside money in case.  Councilmember Ross said the 
money could also be used to make the City more bicycle-friendly. 
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Councilmember Wainwright asked about a seeming discrepancy in the funding for the Community 
Development Department, and Ms. Marshall explained that the difference is due to salary and 
benefit assessments across departments. 
 
Councilmember Ross commented on the work of the organization, CASA, and the proposed $7,500 
contribution by the City.  Councilmember Wainwright asked if there could be a better system for 
evaluating such programs and deciding which is the best use for the City’s money. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item.   
 
Paul Wilson discussed parking lot areas and potential restaurant sites being leased by Pacific Marine 
Development, funding for the removal of the ferry pier, the status of the Corp Yard move, and 
dumping being done on some of the marina parking areas.  Ms. Catalano said a draft design and 
layout for the new Corp Yard will be brought to the Council soon. 
 
Mike Alford asked why one parking lot near the marina has so much dumped on it, especially with 
July 4th festivities.  Mayor Schroder said part of the area was used for construction debris.  Mr. 
Pearson said he was unaware of any recent additions to the debris. Mr. Alford also asked why the 
railroad trestle has not been painted.  Mayor Schroder said the City has tried to convince Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe to paint the trestle.   
 
Carolyn Boone expressed appreciation to Councilmember Ross for his remarks on CASA and 
Councilmember Wainwright for encouraging greater investigation of potential causes before 
giving City funds.  She expressed concern about increasing the cost of the RFP for a potential 
restaurant from $5,000 to $20,000, without a better strategy to determine funding priorities.  
 
Councilmember Wainwright noted there is a difference between the money to be spent on the 
restaurant RFP, since everyone agrees a restaurant is needed at the marina; while he felt the CASA 
allocation needed more consideration.  Vice Mayor DeLaney clarified that her original question was 
whether an RFP was needed or if staff could do the research themselves and make a proposal to the 
Council.  

On motion of Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, the Council 
voted unanimously to approve Resolution No. 049-06 adjustments to the adopted budget for fiscal 
year 2006-2007 as amended.  
  
Councilmember Wainwright clarified that he had nothing against CASA, but would be voting 
against the motion.  Vice Mayor DeLaney agreed there should be a better system for putting forth 
requests, but she would support the allocation. 
 
Mayor Schroder commented also on the work of CASA, although he agreed a better process could 
be developed. 
 
On motion of Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, the Council 
voted to the adjustment of an addition of $7,500 for Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of 
Contra Costa by the following vote: No: Bill Wainwright, Councilmember; Absent: Janet Kennedy, 
Councilmember; Rest: Ayes. 
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PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

8. Public hearing to consider denying or upholding an appeal of the Planning Commission’s 
decision to amend conditions of approval for Subdivision 5254, to allow construction of a 
second story 600 square foot addition (VR #06-01 and  DR 05-48) at 4815 Phyllis Terrace.  
Applicant: Oertel. [A.Lopez/09.05.01.25]  

 
Albert Lopez, Deputy Director of Community Development, presented the staff report, discussing 
the proposed second story addition, original subdivision requirements and subsequent abandonment 
of the CCRs, Planning Commission hearings and approval, the basis for the appeal, and staff’s 
recommendation to uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of the project. 
 
Mayor Schroder clarified that six of the eleven homes in the subdivision had to approve the 
abandonment of the CCRs. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about staff’s original recommendation for the location of the addition 
and why it was changed, which Mr. Lopez provided. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked for further clarification on the requirements for abandonment of 
the CCRs and whether they had been met.  Mr. Lopez explained that the signature of only one owner 
for each property is required, which the applicant had received.  City Attorney Jeff Walter explained 
his opinion that the City is not required to judge whether or not the CCRs are applicable or not, 
because the City’s land use policies are not governed by CCR requirements. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright clarified with Mr. Walter that the Council is considering amending 
requirements for the original subdivision, to allow for the second story addition on this home.  
Councilmember Wainwright asked staff how the footprint of the home would remain the same but 
the setbacks are being changed.  Mr. Lopez explained that the original approval allowed for 
substandard setbacks. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about past variances for the property, which Mr. Lopez reviewed and 
confirmed. 
 
Jonette Ingham, appellant, briefly commented on the CCRs and the legal requirements for 
abandonment.  Councilmember Wainwright asked why she did not want the second story on the 
Oertel home.  Ms. Ingham said the addition will directly face her daughter’s room, and it 
will prevent sunlight from reaching where they were planning to install solar panels. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked Ms. Ingham about the proposed privacy measures.  Ms. Ingham said the 
location for the solar panels would still be blocked.  She indicated her husband recently applied for 
the permit. 
 
David Ingham, appellant, noted that the entire neighborhood was not notified of the pending 
abandonment.  He also commented on the substandard setbacks and variances on the property, as 
well as the need for the City to uphold the original subdivision standards.  He indicated that placing 
the addition on the other side of the Oertel home would be more agreeable to him.  He also reiterated 
that the abandonment of the CCRs was not legally done, and he indicated he would seek legal 
remedy if necessary. 
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Councilmember Wainwright asked about the height of the second story, and Mr. Ingham clarified 
that there would be an increase in height of 8 feet at the closest point to their home, because of the 
slope of the roof. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright reiterated Mr. Walter’s opinion that the abandonment of the CCRs was 
not an issue the City could judge.  Mr. Ingham said the Council does have authority to prevent 
changes to the original subdivision, however. 
 
Debbie and Ed Oertel, applicants, explained why the addition would not work on the other side, and 
she briefly commented on the abandonment of the CCRs, noting that they had consulted a real estate 
attorney and followed his instructions.  She also discussed the proposed solar panels and the home 
business.  Mr. Oertel commented on various other CCR requirements that have not been enforced in 
the neighborhood.  Ms. Oertel expressed regret that there has been so much controversy over the 
addition, asking for Council support. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked their reaction to Mr. Ingham’s concern about the 8’ increase in 
height.  Ms. Oertel said the wall faces the Inghams' garage and should have little impact.  
Councilmember Wainwright asked how close the house is to Mr. Ingham’s.  Mr. Lopez said about 
15’, as it is currently. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney referred to the staff report for the February meeting, which states that the 
addition will impact the privacy of several neighbors.  Ms. Oertel said some windows have been 
removed.  Vice Mayor DeLaney acknowledged the Oertels had tried to resolve some of the issues, 
but she was not convinced that the addition wouldn’t work better on the other side. 
 
Gene Webster discussed the original setbacks of the subdivision, subsequent variances, and privacy 
impacts from the proposed addition. 
 
Mike Alford acknowledged both sides have valid points.  He commented on the possibility of 40’ 
tall homes under the new Downtown Specific Plan. 
 
Cameron Carrington acknowledged the City Attorney was right that the abandonment of the CCRs is 
a civil issue, but he noted that at least two of the Planning Commissioners based their approval on 
the supposed abandonment.  He questioned what benefit comes from CCRs if the City ignores the 
conditions. 
 
Rebuttal  
David Ingham commented on the "cloud" on the titles of all the homes in the subdivision, because of 
the incorrectly-recorded abandonment of the CCRs. 
 
Debbie Oertel reiterated that they had followed the advice of a real estate attorney in abandoning the 
CCRs.  She asked the Council to consider the Planning Commission’s approval in making their 
decision.  Mr. Oertel added that the window facing Mr. Webster’s property would be impossible to 
look out of, so there will be no privacy impacts.  
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Vice Mayor DeLaney asked for further information about the 25’ side yard setback for the widening 
of Alhambra Avenue.  Mr. Lopez said the original conditions did have that requirement, but that 
portion of Alhambra Avenue has already been widened, and the setback area was not needed.  He 
also noted there is at least one other 2-story home in the neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked for clarification on the height of the addition.  Mr. Lopez explained that the 
net height increase will be 2 1/2 feet from the peak of the existing roof, but the wall near the 
Inghams; house will be 8’ taller.  
 
Councilmember Wainwright commented on the Oertels’ property rights to do what they want with 
their property within City regulations, but he noted that the neighbors also have rights.  He could not 
support the application because he felt it was too great an imposition on the Inghams. 
 
Councilmember Ross was appreciative of the attitude of the neighbors.  He expressed support for the 
addition, as it will bring the home into conformity with the neighborhood. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney was supportive of the Oertels’ desire to improve their home and expand their 
living space, but she felt putting the addition on the western side of the house would be preferable.   
 
Mayor Schroder agreed this was basically a neighbor dispute, which is always difficult to resolve.  
He was supportive of the application, but noted that since the Council was split on the 
matter, perhaps the item should be continued to a later meeting when Councilmember Kennedy 
would be present.  

On motion of Bill Wainwright, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, to grant 
the appeal and deny the project to amend conditions of approval for Subdivision 5254, to allow 
construction of a second story 600 square foot addition (VR #06-01 and  DR 05-48) at 4815 Phyllis 
Terrace.  Motion failed 2 to 2 vote: Yes: Mark Ross, Councilmember, Rob Schroder, Mayor; No: 
Bill Wainwright, Councilmember, Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor; Absent: Janet Kennedy, 
Councilmember. 
  
Staff to return with resolution of findings.  

Mayor Schroder noted that Items 10 and 11 would be taken next. 
 
The Council recessed briefly.  

CITY MANAGER 
 
10. Discuss and Consider Redevelopment Financial Feasibility Study by Seifel Consulting Inc. 

and give direction to staff.  
 
City Manager June Catalano introduced the item, discussing the request by the Council for the 
completion of the redevelopment feasibility study. 
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Libby Seifel of Seifel Consulting Inc. presented the results of the study, thanking staff, citizens and 
the Council subcommittee for their assistance.  She reviewed the boundaries of the study area, the 
components of a potential redevelopment program, current and projected assessed property values, 
and anticipated cost allocations. 
  
Vice Mayor DeLaney thanked Ms. Seifel for the presentation.  She asked about tax pass-throughs to 
other agencies in the redevelopment area.  Ms. Seifel explained the formula applied under State law, 
which increases the amount of tax increment that is available to other agencies.  Vice Mayor 
DeLaney asked for a comparison of current amounts for the taxing agencies as compared to potential 
future amounts with a redevelopment agency.  Ms. Seifel was unable to provide specifics, but 
confirmed it would increase. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked about the figures for future tax revenues and the breakdown 
between the consumer price index and the cost of borrowing.  Ms. Seifel discussed the formulas and 
basis used for determining the 5.5% discount for future values, as well as the projected interest rates 
that the City will pay for bonds. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked how the potential revenue compares to other jurisdictions.  Ms. 
Seifel said it was lower than average, partly because only a small area is being considered and 
because there is a large amount of tax-exempt properties. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright confirmed that Ms. Seifel had based her projections on 
residential development in the downtown area at the maximum allowed under the new Specific 
Plan.  Ms. Seifel said yes, adding that redevelopment will be most beneficial if it encourages new 
development and reinvestment in both the downtown and the marina.  She also clarified that 
improvement in residential development has the best potential for increasing the tax increment 
realized by the City. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright commented on the area in the center of the project area, bounded 
by Marina Vista, Alhambra, Castro, and Escobar; asking whether it was included as part of the 
revenue-generating stream.  Ms. Seifel explained how the future change in ownership from private to 
public would impact the tax increment realized. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about the areas north of the tracks, and why Ms. Seifel considered 
them continuing as light industrial areas.  Ms. Seifel confirmed that were they to change to 
residential use in the future, it would increase the tax increment revenue. 
 
Councilmember Ross commented on the low turnover in Martinez properties, and Ms. Seifel 
confirmed there could be more income for the City than what is projected, when long-held properties 
are sold and re-assessed.  Councilmember Ross also asked about the timing of the expected new 
development.  Ms. Seifel discussed the projected development over time, and the average estimated 
tax increment the City will realize. 
 
Councilmember Ross asked about estimated tax pass-throughs to the school district, and Ms. Seifel 
indicated the school district, college district and county office of education would all benefit from 
the pass-throughs. 
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Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about the proposed residential development in the downtown, 
particularly confirming that creating ownership housing in the form of condo developments 
would generate more income than apartment developments. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright questioned the consultant’s recommended use for the redevelopment 
money, particularly her focus on projects that will "prime the pump."  Ms. Seifel explained that she 
thought the initial projects should be ones that will benefit the City economically to attract other 
development, and later projects could include public facilities.  She acknowledged that public 
infrastructure investments were important. 
 
Mayor Schroder expressed appreciation for the report, commenting on the amount of money that 
could be realized from redevelopment, as opposed to the money that is currently being diverted by 
the State.  
 
Mayor Schroder indicated that since the next item on the agenda was also related to redevelopment, 
he wanted to combine the two items and have the City Attorney give his report before taking public 
comment.  
 
11. Discussion of City Attorney response to questions posed by Councilmember Wainwright and 

Ad Hoc Group of Concerned Citizens.  
 
City Attorney Jeff Walter reviewed the formative ordinance adopted by the Council previously and 
questions posed by Councilmember Wainwright and the adhoc committee.  He discussed eminent 
domain limitations, tax increment uses, formation and makeup of the redevelopment board, 
affordable housing obligations, and program changes that could be allowed by future Councils or 
agency boards (subject to referendum by the people). 
 
Mr. Walter and Ms. Seifel answered questions from the Council regarding the purpose and 
provisions for the formation ordinance and the redevelopment plan.  They also discussed the roles 
and powers of a citizens advisory board, a project area committee, a community redevelopment 
commission, the governing board and the City Council.   

Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item. 
 
Roy Jeans acknowledged he still had some reservations about redevelopment, but he could see some 
benefits.  He asked that a citizens advisory committee be included, as well as restrictions on eminent 
domain.  Councilmember Ross asked if he would be willing to serve on a citizens committee, and 
Mr. Jeans said he would.   
 
Mayor Schroder clarified that a new ordinance would not require voter approval if the original one is 
rescinded first, but he acknowledged the citizens could referend the ordinance if they don’t like it. 
 
Tim Platt clarified his understanding of the process and its limits.  Mr. Walter confirmed his 
understanding was correct.  Mr. Platt expressed concern that the goals of the Specific Plan and the 
goals of the redevelopment agency were too interdependent.  He also confirmed that Ms. Seifel’s 
projections were based on full buildout under the Downtown Specific Plan, without sites 1 and 2  
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(north of the tracks), and he asked for clarification on "site preparation and development" listed as a 
potential use for redevelopment funds.  Ms. Seifel confirmed it could be done without the use of 
eminent domain, but rather through negotiations with the property owners.   
 
Mr. Platt also confirmed that redevelopment money could be used for site cleanup, questioned the 
use of redevelopment money for infrastructure upgrades, asked for confirmation on the amount of 
redevelopment money that the City could potentially receive, and asked if the consultant could 
specify the amount of funds that will be diverted from other agencies over the life of the 
redevelopment agency. 
 
Bob Barker expressed concern that even though eminent domain might be limited at the outset, it 
could be added back later.  He commented on the heartlessness of eminent domain.  He asked Chief 
Cutaia about the potential for increased crime if 700 low-cost housing units are built, and he asked 
how much it costs to add another police officer.  Mayor Schroder responded that Chief Cutaia was 
not present, and he clarified that not all of the 700 additional units would be low-income.  In 
addition, Mayor Schroder questioned Mr. Barker’s characterization that low or middle-income units 
always attract an undesirable element.  City Manager June Catalano said it costs about $100,000 to 
fund an additional police officer.  
 
Mike Alford said the report references 592 units at $200,000, agreeing with Mr. Barker’s concerns 
about impacts on police services.  He suggested the Council let the issue go before the voters in 
November.  He questioned whether even citizen committees would accurately represent what the 
voters want. 
 
Police Commander Simonetti said the post standard is one police officer per 1000 residents.  He 
would not speculate on the effects on the crime rate in the City. 
 
Paul Wilson questioned whether the marina would be income-producing any time soon.  He also 
commented on infrastructure impacts.  He expressed reservations about the ability of the current 
Council to operate a redevelopment agency. 
 
An unidentified speaker expressed hope that redevelopment will enhance the existing businesses, 
especially in the evenings.  He asked about projected sales tax increases.  Mayor Schroder said it 
would depend on what types of businesses come in, but he was hopeful that it would increase. 
 
Albert Turnbaugh said it was unfortunate that some villainize those who disagree with them.  He 
commented on difficulties with the economic development director’s position in expecting the job to 
be done without the proper tools.  He also discussed the need for affordable housing, noting that 
those with lower incomes can be contributing members of society.  He briefly commented on the 
benefits that the City has missed by not establishing redevelopment 30 years ago. 
 
Roger Goodwin expressed appreciation for the questions asked and the information presented and 
commented on the need to let the voters make the choice.  He also noted that those properties not in 
the redevelopment area would not be at risk for eminent domain.  He urged the Council to take some 
action to achieve revitalization in the downtown. 
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Dick Sparacino commented on the progress that has been made on the redevelopment issue and the 
need for some action.  He especially thanked Mr. Jeans for his willingness to accept redevelopment. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment.  

Councilmember Ross expressed appreciation for the community finally coming together for the 
benefit of the City.  He was confident that a combination of citizens and Councilmembers could 
draft a new ordinance that would be agreeable to everyone and ultimately allow the City to receive 
the tax increment money it needs to make necessary improvements.  He suggested that the Council 
give direction to staff to help facilitate a rescission of the existing ordinance followed by a 
reintroduction of a new redevelopment ordinance that has been crafted from the suggestions of the 
adhoc public committee through the use of one or two workshops with the public and further 
discussion of all the Councilmembers, within 30 to 60 days. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright said he felt that moving ahead in that direction gives up the opportunity 
for statesmanship, because the City has shown itself to be divided fairly evenly on redevelopment.  
He did not think the potential $24 million dollars over a 45-year period was worth the effort.  He 
suggested the City finally give up on redevelopment and look for other solutions to bring 
revitalization to the downtown.  
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney clarified that bond money would be available in addition to the $24 million.  
Ms. Seifel acknowledged that there would be housing funds and administrative funds in addition to 
the tax increment, but the bond money would be based on the $24 million.  She also explained that 
the development in the downtown would not be limited to high-density housing. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney indicated she could support drafting of a new ordinance, although she was 
equally willing to put the matter before the voters under the old ordinance. 
 
Mayor Schroder commented that it will take many tools to revitalize the downtown, and 
redevelopment is one of them.  He was reluctant to rescind the original ordinance without a new 
ordinance being drafted, including restrictions on the use of eminent domain and the use of a citizens 
advisory committee.  

On motion of Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Lara DeLaney, Vice Mayor, direct staff to 
explore how the existing ordinance can be rescinded and institute in its place a 
revised redevelopment ordinance that will espouse many of the provisions proposed by the adhoc 
committee, including one or two community meetings and full Council discussion, within 30 to 60 
days by the following vote: Bill Wainwright, Councilmember. No; Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
Absent; Rest; Ayes. 
  
The Council discussed the timing needed to draft a new ordinance, as opposed to putting the original 
ordinance on the November ballot.  They also debated the financial benefit that would accrue from 
redevelopment, with Councilmember Wainwright contending that the City could get more money 
just by investing $1 million dollars over time.   
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12. Approve resolution authorizing waiver of $100,000 in permit fees for the Contra Costa County 
District Attorney’s building.  

 
City Manager June Catalano gave a brief staff report recommending the fees be waived, as requested 
by the county in consideration of building design changes made after negotiation with the Council 
Subcommittee.   
 
Councilmember Wainwright commented on the fact that the City could have saved time and money 
if they had been involved with the County earlier in the planning stages for the design of the new 
building.  He expressed frustration with the way the project was handled. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney agreed that mistakes were made, which was unfortunate.  However, she was 
hopeful that the process could be changed as a result, and that there could be more cooperation 
between the City and the County in the future. 
  
Councilmember Ross asked how often the City collects permit fees for County projects.  Ms. 
Catalano said the building inspection process would be handled by the County anyway, and the fee 
waiver should not have much impact on City finances.  Councilmember Ross said he thought the 
City has waived such fees in the past also. 
 
Mayor Schroder commented on the need to develop a strong working relationship with all the public 
agencies the City does business with, particularly the School District in the design of their new 
administration building.  Councilmember Wainwright asked if the City has any leverage on the 
School District.  Mayor Schroder said no, noting that school districts in general feel they are 
autonomous and are not accountable to municipal government.  Councilmember Wainwright 
commented on the District’s responsibility to the community. 
 
Councilmember Ross asked for discussion on the item before the Council, or public comment. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney suggested the City communicate with the District regarding the concerns the 
City has with the aesthetics of new buildings. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item.  

Roger Goodwin said the City should request that the School District consider the aesthetics, but not 
present it as a demand.  He indicated he had no problem with the original design of the proposed 
county building, and he could understand their frustration since the plans were available well before 
presentation to the City Council, and suggestions or requests could have been made earlier in the 
process.  He agreed that waiver of the fees was appropriate.  

On motion of Mark Ross, Councilmember, seconded by Bill Wainwright, Councilmember, the 
Council voted unanimously to approve Resolution No. 068-06 authorizing waiver of $92,250 in 
permit fees for the Contra Costa County District Attorney’s building.  
  
13. Marina Agreement Progress Report (standing).
 
No report given.  
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14. Code Enforcement and Administrative Citation Update.
 
No report given.  
 
15. Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
City Manager Catalano distributed copies of a promotional advertisement in the "East Bay 
TravelHost" prepared by Leanne Peterson.   

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
16. Appointments to Arts and Library Commission. [M.Cabral/16.00.00]  
 
Mayor Schroder nominated Cheryl O’Brien and Michael Gandy for appointment to the Arts and 
Library Commission.   
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked about the recruiting and selection process for the Commission.  
Mayor Schroder said there is not a lot of interest in the Arts and Library Commission, unlike 
Planning or Parks & Recreation.  He also noted that one of the two being nominated was particularly 
interested in the arts, and the other in the library, which makes for a good combination. 
 
The Council unanimously approved the appointments.  

CITY COUNCIL  
 
9. City Council Comments. 
 
Mayor Schroder gave a brief report on the trip he made with Councilmember Ross and Joann 
Tool to southern California, to appear before the Department of Boating and Waterways (DBAW) 
regarding the marina.  The lease with Martinez Marina LP was approved by DBAW in a 5:0 vote 
with only minor changes.  The final lease agreement has to be completed by December, 1 2006 to 
receive the DBAW loan. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item. 
 
Roger Goodwin confirmed there is no liability to the City for the glass-bottomed anchor.  

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourned at 12:13 a.m. to an Adjourned Regular City Council (Neighborhood) Meeting on July 19, 
2006, at 7:00 p.m. Morello Park Elementary School, Multi-Use Room, 244 Morello Park Drive, 
Martinez, California.  
 
Approved by the City Council, 
Rob Schroder, Mayor     
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 9/13/06 
 


