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Adjourned Regular Meeting 
Media Training Workshop 

February 1, 2006 
 

 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 6:12 p.m. with all members present except 
Councilmember Wainwright who was excused.  Mayor Schroder stated that the meeting was 
very informal, and was being taped for staff’s use.  He introduced Tim Lynch of Platinum 
Advisors (Platinum). 
 
Mr. Lynch reviewed the following tips in responding to the media: 
 

• Always respond to the media using short and concise sentences. 
• Develop a catch phrase (this is what sticks, gets printed, and what gets people interested);  

Focus on the themes that are important and what is it that you want to sell about Martinez 
using 3 or 4 word sound bites, i.e., Martinez is a burgeoning cycling mecca or family-
friendly downtown…be prepared to have those ready.  

• Reporters will be paying attention to the race and asking questions about Martinez 
relative to the race; it’s up to the Council to promote Martinez. 

• Avoid flashy dress—be more casual, use polo shirts with City’s logo, just make it 
appropriate for the event. 

• Interface with press release.  Reporters will rely on locals for spelling of names and 
quotes. 

• Do not assume that anything you say to a reporter is off the record.  
 
Mr. Lynch indicated that it is very common to become frustrated with answering the same 
questions over and over and suggested that they rely on their focus themes.  
 
Susan McCue, Economic Development Director, informed Platinum that over 80 media outlets 
received press kits prepared by the Local Organizing Committee’s Press/Media Chair, Kirsten 
Cherry, and discussed the information contained. 
 
Tim Lynch pointed out that Senator Torlakson is a huge cycling fan and has created his own 
counsel on health and fitness at the Capital and is working very closely with the Governor’s 
counsel on obesity; and that this would be a great opportunity to work with State elected officials 
to promote Martinez as an attractive race site.  
 
Mr. Lynch emphasized the importance of accommodating the press, accommodating their 
requests, getting back to them as quickly as possible, staying around the press tent as long as 
necessary to get all the questions answered; all this really goes a long way.  He stressed that this 
was the time for the City to shine.  
 
He recommended that the City discuss potential risk areas where the City could look bad, i.e., 
traffic, parking; and think about having responses prepared to soften the situation. 
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City Manager Catalano suggested that they may need to appoint a trouble shooter.  Mr. Lynch 
agreed and added that it is essential for that person to communicate frequently with the electives 
because they need to know about the problems as they are happening. 
 
Councilmember Ross asked and Mr. Lynch confirmed that Platinum Advisors is the City’s 
contract lobbying firm and they are happy to serve the City in any manner and that the Media 
Training was part of the flat fee.   
 
Mr. Lynch announced that Platinum was a co-sponsor of the Web Core Platinum Women’s 
Cycling Team and is hosting an event at their San Francisco office.  He invited the Council and 
staff to come down and see the Prolog on February 19th to become familiar with the race.   
 
Adjourned at 6:43 p.m. to a Regular Meeting of the City Council Meeting on February 1, 2006, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California. 
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor 
 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 3/1/06
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Regular Meeting 
February 1, 2006 

Martinez, CA 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. with all members present except 
Councilmember Wainwright who was excused. 
 
PRESENTATION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S) 
 
Proclamation proclaiming February 3rd “Go Red for Women Proclamation 2006.” 
 
Mayor Schroder read the Proclamation, which discussed the need for greater awareness of the 
risks to women from cardiovascular disease. 
 
Presentation of “Certificates of Recognition” recognizing City employees who assisted during 
the flood emergency. 
 
Mayor Schroder commented on the exceptional efforts by members of Public Works and the 
Police Department in response to the flooding.  The Council presented Certificates to staff, 
including Police employees Susan Dozier, Josephine London, Katrina Crayton, Joyce Beleele 
Dustin Mayberry, Marcus Bronfeld, Mark Smith, John Sylvia, Evert Prins, Brian Carter, Tim 
Patterson, Dirk Miller, Craig Schnabel, Dave Mathers, Charles Buda, Ian Leong, Patrick 
Salamid, and Fred Ferrer, and Public Works employees Eladio Castro, Robert Becker,  
Lloyd Cellini, Daniel Clayton, Donald Collins, Peter Darling, Kenneth Derrick,  
Kurt Donelson, Brett Drake, Zachary Drake, Tony Fazzini, Richard Floyd, William Gricius, 
Jayne Gusman, Willard Hoskins, Jesse Jordan, Gee Karki, David Laschell, Gustavo Ledezma, 
Dave Lusty, Anthony Medina, Art Pagnini, Jose Peixoto, Jason Peixoto, Robert Pokorny, 
William Reagan, Michael Smith, Robert Stewart, James Thompson, Christopher Wommack, 
Michael Wright, and Alexander Willett.   
 
Mayor Schroder congratulated them and thanked them for their service, above and beyond the 
call of duty.  City Manager June Catalano thanked Police Chief Dave Cutaia and City Engineer 
Tim Tucker for their exceptional work as well. 
 
Presentation by the Willows Theatre Company regarding the Cabaret Theater. 
 
Presentation made by Richard Elliott, Artistic Director.  Mr. Elliott gave an update on the cabaret 
space and the capital projects that the Willows and the John Muir Festival have been jointly 
undertaking.  He discussed the plans that have been drawn up, companies that have agreed to 
donate supplies or services, and a projected timeline.  He indicated that thus far they have raised 
$298,990.20 of the required $457,000 and mentioned several donors, most notably Pat and 
Shirley Campbell who contributed $75,000.  He also reviewed a proposal for a celebration to  
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recognize the donors, raise the flag and celebrate 30 years of the Willows Theatre Company over 
the 4th of July weekend at the John Muir Amphitheater, together with the Diablo Symphony.  He 
invited the Council to come see the show, Life is a Cabaret, opening Friday.   
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Ross, Mr. Elliott reviewed contact information 
for those who have questions or want to get more involved. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney commented on the ambitious construction schedule, especially given the 
fact that the drawings are not completed yet.  Mr. Elliott expressed optimism that it could be 
done. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) 
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  
 
Paul Wilson questioned whether the Shell Subcommittee will be handling both the Shell Release 
and the oil spill at the Marina.  He also indicated that his claim has not been resolved and asked 
who to call for assistance.  Mayor Schroder noted that the Citizens Advisory Committee had met 
once already, and the Marina Subcommittee would be handling the most recent spill. 
 
Russ Holt stated that his brother-in-law is getting the runaround from Shell in settling his claim.  
He indicated that many others were having the same problems.  Mayor Schroder noted that the 
Committee would not be handling specific claims, but would try to streamline the process with a 
single point of contact. 
 
Councilmember Ross said the handling of the claims was one of the primary reasons the 
Committee was formed. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES. 
 
Motion waiving. 
 
There was no public comment on the Consent Calendar items. 
 
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes of the Emergency Meeting and Special Meeting 

of January 4, 2006.         [M.Cabral] 
 
2. Motion rejecting claim(s) against the City by Marina Rodriquez, #05-52.  [J.Catalano] 
 
3. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Registers dated 01/19/06 and 01/26/06. 

[C.Heater/2.1.0] 
 
4. Motion approving Cash Investment Report for the period ending December31, 2005.   

[C.Heater/2.1.0] 
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5. Resolution No. 011-06 authorizing the City Manager to execute a one year extension of 
the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Martinez and the Martinez 
Police Non-Sworn Employees’ Association from June 30, 2005 to June 30, 2006.  
         [L.Marshall/2.1.0] 

 
On motion of J. Kennedy, seconded by M. Ross, the Council voted to approve the Consent 
Calendar by the following vote:  B. Wainwright, absent; Rest, Ayes. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 
ORDINANCE(S) 
 
CITY MANAGER 
 
6. Marina Agreement Progress Report (standing). 
 
Community Development Director Richard Pearson reported that Tom Hogan of Pacific Marina 
Development and the City Attorney have been talking about a revision to the draft agreement to 
reallocate how things are done between dredging and the cost of entitlements.  He indicated that 
the City has hired an environmental engineer to do sampling of the sediments at the bottom of 
the marina, as a result of the oil spill.  Mr. Pearson also reported that the City is having trouble 
with ABC and transferring the liquor license at the Bait Shop from Westrec to Almar. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor DeLaney, Mr. Pearson discussed Mr. Hogan’s 
preference that the entitlements be given a higher priority than funding for dredging.  Vice 
Mayor DeLaney said she thought dredging should have top priority. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item. 
 
Paul Wilson asked if dredging would be done before the entitlement period ends (2 years).  He 
commented on the cost of dredging.  Councilmember Ross discussed the issues involved in 
deciding when the dredging would be done, acknowledging that it was a complicated matter.  
Mr. Wilson said the problems will get worse if dredging is postponed. 
 
Mayor Schroder said the Council is aware that an interim maintenance dredge may be needed to 
keep the marina open.  He indicated that if the money was available it would be done. 
 
Roger Goodwin expressed confidence that the Council will do the right thing, after considering 
all aspects of the issue. 
 
7. Tour of California Update and approval of a one day parking moratorium for February 

21, 2006. 
 
City Manager June Catalano commended Economic Development Director Susan McCue and  
Leanne Peterson for their concerted efforts to plan the best ways to showcase the City during this 
event.  She also thanked the Local Organizing Committee and Steve Lesher for their work.   
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Ms. McCue discussed the County’s request for a parking moratorium during the event and 
subsequent negotiations to facilitate parking in the downtown.  At the request of Mayor  
Schroder, she also reviewed activities planned beginning on the Saturday before the race and 
continuing through the race day itself, as well as the route of the race.  Ms. Catalano said there 
would be filming on Saturday and Tuesday. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked, and Ms. McCue reviewed the street closures on both days, as well 
as parking availability.  She noted that flyers would be distributed with the same information, as 
well as on the City’s website. 
 
Chief Cutaia discussed plans for a rolling closure of certain streets as the bicycle group moves 
through the City.  He also indicated regular updates would be given on the City’s radio station. 
 
Councilmember Ross asked about check-in for bicyclists.  Ms. McCue noted that the East Bay 
Bicycle Coalition would be providing free valet parking for bicycles on both days. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney confirmed that the Tuesday and Saturday activities would happen rain or 
shine. 
 
Ms. McCue commented on the high level of volunteers from Martinez for Tuesday’s activities, 
but noted more were needed on Saturday. 
 
On motion of M. Ross, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council approved Resolution No. 012-06, 
authorizing a one-day moratorium on parking for the Amgen race day by the following vote:  B. 
Wainwright, Absent; Rest, Ayes.   [S. McCue&T.Tucker/08.01.00&/09.19.01] 
 
8. 630 Court Street Update. 
 
Economic Development Director Susan McCue reported that the RFP was sent out on January 
13th to 100 development entities, with a deadline for responses of February 17th.  She also 
outlined the interview/selection process and timeline. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor DeLaney, Ms. McCue confirmed the second 
interview panel will be a new one.  
 
There was no public comment on the item. 
 
9. Refer Contra Costa County “Dangerous Animal Ordinance” to staff for analysis. 
 
Ms. Catalano discussed the recently passed ordinance at the County, and the County’s request for 
each city to pass a similar ordinance.  Chief Cutaia reviewed issues that the Police were 
concerned with in the drafting of a City ordinance, although he acknowledged that the County 
ordinance is basically a good one. 
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Councilmember Ross asked if the County ordinance contains provisions related to felons owning 
dogs.  Chief Cutaia said yes, it does.  Councilmember Ross asked, and Chief Cutaia confirmed 
that there would be further study of the applicability of the ordinance to service animals. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public discussion. 
 
Celinda Sattler distributed photographs and comments related to her recent attack by a pitbull.  
She asked what service animals include.  Chief Cutaia said that police dogs were exempt, and 
service dogs include guide dogs for the blind, etc. 
 
Ms. Sattler read her comments describing the attack she suffered, the assistance of neighbors, 
emergency response, and medical care she received as a result.  She also mentioned other 
incidents in the neighborhood with the same animals.  She recommended provisions for the 
ordinance, including spay-and-neuter requirements, penalties, and restrictions on further 
breeding. 
 
Marta Van Loan suggested some public education as to how to handle situations with loose dogs, 
in view of the fact that animal control staffing is insufficient.  Chief Cutaia clarified standard 
Police response to animal incidents.  He indicated his support for the ordinance, but was also 
concerned about impacts on disabled people who need service animals.  He noted that the new 
ordinance would allow more latitude for animal control officers in pursuit of dangerous animals. 
 
Ms. Catalano indicated that Lianne Marshall and Chief Cutaia recently visited the County’s 
Animal Services Center, and she commented on the cost to the City for contracting with County. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked if it would be possible for the City to go beyond the provisions of 
the County ordinance, and adopt stricter conditions or stronger fees.  Assistant City Attorney 
Veronica Nebb stated that generally the City is allowed to adopt their own fee standards, as long 
as they are consistent with State law.  She noted that staff would be consulting with County 
counsel to identify any provisions that haven’t worked. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy expressed support for the use of administrative citations to enforce any 
restrictions the City enacts.  She thanked Ms. Sattler for her excellent presentation, and she 
expressed concern that such an attack occurred on Ms. Sattler’s own property, by dogs in the 
neighborhood (not strays). 
 
Ralph Sattler noted that the most recent study on aggressive dog attacks showed that most of the 
dogs were not neutered.  He also noted that dog tags would at least make it easier to find the 
owners responsible.  He complimented the Fire Department, Police Department, ambulance 
service, and County Animal Control for the prompt response to his wife’s emergency. 
 
Roger Goodwin commented on the unfortunate necessity for such an ordinance, although he 
asked for some type of penalty for those who make a false report.  He reviewed his own 
experience with such a report regarding his dog.  He asked whether the responding officers could 
use a tranquilizer rather than deadly force.  He thanked the Police for their efforts with First 
Night. 
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There being no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comments.  At his request, Ms. 
Nebb reviewed direction needed from the Council. 
 
Mayor Schroder expressed support for Vice Mayor DeLaney’s suggestion that enforcement be 
done through an administrative ordinance, although he acknowledged it might be difficult since 
the City contracts with the County for animal services.  He questioned whether it might be 
possible through Code Enforcement.  Ms. Nebb said she thought the County would prefer to go 
through criminal penalties, but that would not mean that the City couldn’t set additional fines. 
 
Councilmember Ross commented on the requirement that owners of the animals would be 
required to carry $100,000 liability insurance.  He questioned whether tenants would also be 
required or able to provide it.  Ms. Nebb said she knew from personal experience that it is 
possible for renters to get liability insurance in that amount. 
 
Mayor Schroder noted, however, that some insurance companies might not want to insure a 
person who owns a potentially dangerous breed of animal.  Ms. Nebb indicated that under this 
ordinance, obtaining the insurance would be a requirement for the permit. 
 
Councilmember Ross expressed support for the ordinance, but noted that the insurance 
provisions need to be carefully considered. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked if it would be possible to place restrictions on the breeding of certain 
categories of dogs.  Ms. Nebb said once an individual dog has reached the category of potentially 
dangerous or actually dangerous, sterilization is mandatory to have a permit to keep the dog.  She 
noted that some jurisdictions have investigated the possibility of limiting reproduction of 
particular breeds, but she was unaware of the conclusions at this point.   
 
Ms. Nebb also noted that the City’s Zoning Ordinance does require a permit for “dog fancier” 
businesses, and she recommended that section be reviewed and updated. 
 
The Council directed staff to look into setting higher fees/penalties perhaps through the 
Administrative Citation process, insurance policies, and breed restrictions.  [J.Catalano/6.3.4] 
 
10. Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s). 
 
No comments given. 
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES 
 
11. A. Creation of a Council Flood Standing Subcommittee and approve Council 

appointments to the Subcommittee; and 
 
 B. Creation of a Citizens Advisory Committee to the Flood Subcommittee and 

approve appointments to the CAC. 
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There was no public comment on the item.  Councilmember Ross said he is looking forward to 
working on the flood issues.  He noted that past problems had been partially alleviated through 
the downtown Alhambra Creek improvements.  He welcomed Councilmember Kennedy’s 
involvement as well. 
 
Mayor Schroder indicated that as a standing subcommittee, the public would be invited to their 
meetings, as would any Councilmembers who wanted to attend. 
 
Mayor Schroder recommended and the Council approved the creation of a Flood Standing 
Subcommittee, by the following vote:  B. Wainwright, absent; Rest, ayes.   
 
Mayor Schroder nominated and the Council approved appointment of Councilmembers Ross and 
Kennedy to the Subcommittee by the following vote:  B. Wainwright, absent; Rest, ayes. 
 
Mayor Schroder recommended and the Council approved the creation of a Citizens Advisory 
Committee to the Flood Subcommittee by the following vote:  B. Wainwright, absent; Rest, ayes. 
 
Mayor Schroder nominated and the Council approved appointment of a representative from Main 
Street Martinez, Martinez Chamber of Commerce, Martinez Unified School District, Friends of 
Alhambra Creek; Alhambra Creek Watershed Council, CCC Flood Control District, Muir 
Heritage Land Trust, Urban Creeks Council, ACREEC, and residents Dan Pelligrini, Tom 
Borman, Maryetta Falk, and Doug Ross by the following vote:  B. Wainwright, absent; Rest, 
ayes.   
 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
12. City Council Comments. 
 
Mark Ross thanked Alan for his Happy Ground Hog Day card.  He also thanked staff and all the 
volunteers who gave it a good go on First Night, in spite of the poor attendance.  He suggested 
that First Night be re-evaluated. 
 
Lara DeLaney reported on her attendance at the Chamber of Commerce’s State of the City event.  
She suggested having two workshops at the beginning of each year:  1) where staff would review 
projects and initiatives, etc., for the coming year; and 2) a workshop which involved all the 
Commissions in looking at policies and priorities.  She requested that the Redevelopment 
Ordinance be placed on a future agenda for discussion.  She also updated the Council on the 
status of the District Attorney’s building. 
 
Janet Kennedy thanked A.J. Ramos and Justin Smith for her Ground Hog Day cards.  She 
complimented the Mayor for the State of the City breakfast.  She echoed Councilmember Ross’ 
comments on First Night.  She congratulated and thanked all those who worked on it. 
 
Mayor Schroder stated that he believes the City is ready to look at Redevelopment, now that the 
Specific Plan is almost finished.  He agreed it’s time to place it on the agenda for discussion.  He 
also stated that he will be on vacation and unable to attend the next meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourned at 8:54 p.m. to a Regular City Council Meeting on February 15, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California. 
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor 
 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 3/1/06 
 


