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Emergency Meeting 
January 4, 2006 

Martinez, CA 
 

CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Schroder called the emergency meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. with all members present 
except Councilmember Ross who was excused.  Mayor Schroder noted that this meeting is to 
deal only with flood issues. 
 
City Manager June Catalano deferred to Police Chief Dave Cutaia, who discussed the after-
action report, covering the City's response to flooding and calls for service received by the Police 
Department and Public Works.  He reviewed the areas affected, timeline, notifications to 
residents and businesses, street closures, fallen trees, redtagging, mudflows and slides, and the 
response of City personnel. 
 
City Engineer Tim Tucker discussed the mitigation response by City public works staff and the 
effects on storm drains, as well as contact with the flood control district, and clean-up efforts by 
City personnel and community members. He expressed optimism that the clean-up should be 
finished by Friday. 
 
Ms. Catalano suggested this might be a good opportunity to clarify the responsibilities of the 
various agencies involved.  Mr. Tucker said long-term maintenance of unimproved creeks are the 
responsibility of property owners, although the City will assist in emergency situations, and 
flood control channels are maintained by the County and City. 
 
Chief Cutaia also discussed the flooding security perimeter response plan and flooding checklist 
that were used in managing the event.  He also mentioned that mitigation will include hauling the 
debris to the Water Treatment Plant grounds and then to the landfill, at some expense to the City. 
 
Chief Cutaia noted that a State of Emergency was called on December 31, 2005, by the City 
Manager and the Police Chief, which needs City Council ratification by resolution and may 
assist in getting emergency funds for the City and possibly residents also.  He also indicated that 
there was a second resolution from the City Council requesting that County and State agencies 
ratify the City's State of Emergency.   
 
Mayor Schroder asked if the Office of Emergency Services ratifies the declaration, would that 
assist with a State declaration of the same.  Chief Cutaia said it takes it one step closer, but there 
are no guarantees of any State action or funding 
 
Mayor Schroder asked what type of funding might be available, other than reimbursement to the 
City for cleanup and mitigation - specifically what assistance residents might be eligible for.  
Chief Cutaia said from prior experience with flooding in the City, it is possible that residents 
might be able to get funding from FEMA, although he could not specify the criteria. 
 
Chief Cutaia also noted that past mitigations in the downtown had greatly reduced the flooding 
in this instance. 
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Mayor Schroder asked Mr. Tucker if past improvements in the downtown to minimize the effects 
from flooding had impacted the situation further upstream, positively or negatively.  Mr. Tucker 
said the improvements in the downtown primarily helped the downtown area and would have 
little effect upstream. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked if the detention basin had overflowed.  Mr. Tucker said one of the 
residents indicated it was a godsend, with no overflow.  He noted, however, that it was close to 
the top, and is proposed for enlargement in the future. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked if the basin takes any water out of Alhambra Valley or just 
from the Forest Hills area.  Mr. Tucker said it primarily takes the water from the recent 
subdivisions.  If the basin is increased in size, there are pipes that could take water from the 
Forest Hills area into the basin. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked if there was an area where another detention basin could be 
built to accommodate the water from Alhambra Valley.  Mr. Tucker said other proposed 
subdivisions in the County have included provision for a detention basin, but Mr. Pearson said 
residents have been resistant to the idea. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked if there were detention basin solutions to the problems 
encountered as the water moves north where the pipes cannot handle the volume.  Mr. Tucker 
said he was unaware of any land that could be used for one.  Mr. Pearson said it is difficult to put 
a new detention basin in such a built-up area.  The alternative would be an overflow channel, but 
that would be very expensive. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about access issues as a result of the bridge that washed away at the 
end of Arch Street.  Mr. Tucker said structural engineers have been contacted by the director of 
the daycare facility.  Mr. Pearson said the Kiwanis building has also been suggested for their 
interim use. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked what needs to be done for the Kiwanis building to be used.  Mr. 
Pearson said there is a review process for its use as a childcare facility.  He noted there is a Block 
Grant project proposed for that building, so timing might be critical so the City doesn’t lose 
funding for it. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about notification to the downtown businesses, since one owner said 
they were not notified.  She asked whether the City keeps a list of emergency numbers for the 
businesses.  Chief Cutaia said yes, but some of them may not be up to date.  He noted that the 
police dispatchers continued with other job duties at the same time as trying to make all the 
necessary calls.  He added that most of those who were not notified either had bad numbers or 
there was no answer.   
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney reviewed several businesses that were not notified. She asked about 
developing better notification procedures, and Chief Cutaia said it was planned and budgeted for, 
but staff constraints limited time that could be devoted to the matter. 
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City Manager June Catalano indicated that Economic Development Coordinator Susan McCue 
and Main Street Martinez are working on a secondary plan as well as a way to keep the phone 
numbers more updated.  Chief Cutaia also reported that the City radio station ran announcements 
about the situation as well. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney commented on the donated sandbags from Cowan & Thompson, asking 
whether the City provides sandbags as well.  Chief Cutaia said yes, Public Works and the Police 
Department provide bags and sand at various locations in times of emergency, which are 
available to any citizens willing to fill them. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy said she went downtown on the morning of the 31st and was amazed at 
what she saw.  She noted that many business owners are working to establish their own network 
of phone numbers for future use.  She was amazed at the community effort that has been shown. 
 
Chief Cutaia also mentioned that other calls for service were dealt with at the same time as the 
flood reports.  Vice Mayor DeLaney asked if mutual aid was provided by other agencies.  Chief 
Cutaia said many of the agencies that might have been called to assist were dealing with similar 
situations in their jurisdictions. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright commented on the limited manpower and asked whether there 
could be an emergency response plan using private firms where appropriate.  Chief Cutaia said it 
is part of the City plan, but given the timing of the events, it would not have been possible in this 
case.  Private firms have been called to help with cleanup however. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked about ways to alert residents of potential flooding.  Chief 
Cutaia said the City radio station could be used, but he noted that most of the flooding affecting 
homes was in subterranean garages and basements.  Notification to residents is usually only done 
when evacuation is necessary, as it would be impossible to notify the entire City. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright said long time residents already know the risks, but new residents 
may not.  He suggested some type of education be done in advance of future winter storms.  
Chief Cutaia said staff would look for ways to do so.  Councilmember Wainwright expressed 
appreciation to the Public Works crew for their attitude and enthusiasm. 
 
Mayor Schroder discussed emergency notification that came across the television screen but 
made no mention of Contra Costa County.  He asked who issues such warnings. Chief Cutaia 
said the National Weather Service does them, initiated by the state Office of Emergency 
Services.  He noted that there was an urban and small stream flood advisory for the area.   
 
Mayor Schroder confirmed that not all of the 15 businesses damaged in the storm were in the 
downtown area.  Chief Cutaia indicated that there would be further reports on the damage and 
cleanup, as the City continues to deal with funding and mitigation. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked for more information to be added to the report dealing with the 
marina and its parking lot.  Chief Cutaia said that flood control does not impact the marina; it is 
more affected by high tides, and there is not much that can be done due to the fact that Martinez 
is at the end of the Carquinez Straights. 
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City Engineer Tim Tucker agreed and discussed the effects of high tides.  Chief Cutaia also 
noted that the water table at the marina is extremely high. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item. 
 
Kathy Roof, Executive Director of the Martinez Early Childhood Center, commended Mr. 
Tucker and other staff for all their work.  She noted that the Center receives State and local funds 
to serve low-income families.  She discussed different possibilities for repairing the bridge that 
provided access to the Center, and she expressed concern about the impacts on the families 
served if the Center has to close. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked if the bridge was owned by the City or private individuals.  Ms. Roof said 
she was not sure, but it was being researched. 
 
Mayor Schroder asked and Chief Cutaia confirmed that some residences were also on the other 
side of the bridge.  Mr. Tucker said he would call Ms. Roof tomorrow with more information. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked where the two temporary classrooms offered by the school 
district would be located.  Ms. Roof said they were next to the Head Start classrooms at Susana. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney asked if two classrooms would be enough.  Ms. Roof said they would need 
more than two or they would have to drop some children. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney confirmed with Ms. Roof that if a footbridge is constructed they will not 
have to use other locations.  Ms. Roof said yes, the Center can open Monday if the Fire 
Department allows construction of the footbridge. 
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney confirmed that a footbridge would be a temporary solution. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy recommended contacting the County about getting an extension for the 
City’s Block Grant funding, due to the emergency situation to allow use of the Kiwanis Building 
as an alternate childcare site. 
 
Charlisse Crosby commented on the severe impacts to her neighborhood and asked to be on the 
emergency notification list.  She was concerned about the fence along the Teamster property that 
acts as a berm blocking the flow of the water.  She said she would like to have access to the 
property to open the gate during times of heavy rain.  Mayor Schroder directed Mr. Tucker to 
contact the Teamsters on the matter. 
 
Penny Harvin asked what to do with the debris in front of residences, especially considering 
those on fixed incomes.  Mayor Schroder asked Mr. Tucker, who said crews are currently 
removing mud, but he will work with Waste Management to see about providing dumpsters. 
Mayor Schroder said the City will work with residents to haul away unwanted or ruined items. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright asked about hiring extra staff to deal with the clean-up.  Ms. 
Catalano said she would investigate and discuss it with the City Attorney. 
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Councilmember Kennedy asked if anyone has talked with Allied Waste Management.  Mr. 
Tucker said perhaps Bart Carr has. 
 
Tina Harvin also commented on impacts to her home, noting they have no money to make 
necessary repairs.  She asked for any help possible.  Mayor Schroder asked about disaster relief 
agencies.  Ms. Catalano said the County might have some resources, and others mentioned the 
Red Cross and Salvation Army.  Chief Cutaia asked for contact information from Ms. Harvin, to 
refer to the City’s Community Resource Officer. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy said the County’s Neighborhood Preservation Program can also help 
with emergency repairs.  She offered to contact them on behalf of the Harvins. 
 
Doug Ross expressed appreciation to the Police Department and Public Works for the sandbags 
and street repairs.  He asked for more proactive action in the future, perhaps creek bank 
armoring, etc.  He was also concerned about health and safety issues from the effects of erosion.  
He commented on the lack of enforcement of creek dumping restrictions and asked for longterm 
solutions. 
 
Maryetta Falk, a creekside property owner, offered to help the Harvin family.  She agreed with 
the need for proactive solutions and asked for a Council subcommittee to be formed to work with 
property owners to control the overgrowth of vegetation and trees in the creek. 
 
Paul Wilson expressed surprise that the property owners are responsible for the creeks, since 
overflow from the City is impacting the creek capacity.  He was also concerned about the effect 
of future development on the creeks. 
 
Mike Alford said he had mentioned creek cleanup issues at past meetings with Councilmember 
Ross.  He suggested using prison trustees to clean up the creek and the City.  He agreed that the 
flooding on Castro Street was the worst he has ever seen. 
 
Roger Goodwin congratulated staff for their efficient response to the crisis as well as their 
positive attitude.  He asked if redevelopment funds could be used for drainage improvements.  
Mayor Schroder said yes, but only on areas within the redevelopment district. 
 
Mr. Goodwin also commented on the ready availability of sandbags.  He referred to flooding in 
other cities, noting it was unexpected and virtually unavoidable.  He noted that a monorail could 
help in times of evacuation and discussed CEQA laws related to drainage.  He mentioned 
upcoming creek projects and recycling opportunities as well. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment. 
 
Mayor Schroder discussed past flooding in the City (1997) and a previous subcommittee that was 
formed to deal with the issue, as well as improvements completed as a result.  He indicated 
agreement with a suggestion by Councilmember Wainwright to form a new subcommittee to 
work with property owners along the creek, Friends of Alhambra Creek, the County Flood 
Control District, and the Department of Fish and Game, to investigate new projects that could be 
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done to improve the drainage throughout the City.  He asked that formation of the subcommittee 
be placed on the next Council agenda. 
 
Mayor Schroder also noted, however, that a past Council had turned down an offer from the 
Army Corps of Engineers in 1984 to install flood control channels.  He acknowledged that 
funding could be difficult for any major projects, and he briefly discussed some steps that 
Walnut Creek has taken to deal with flooding there. 
 
Councilmember Wainwright agreed wholeheartedly and offered to serve on the subcommittee.  
He mentioned several areas that need to be addressed by the subcommittee, including the rights 
and responsibilities of creek property owners. 
 
Chief Cutaia asked the Council to act on the resolutions before them. 
 
On motion of B. Wainwright, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council unanimously adopted 
Resolution No. 001-06 ratifying the City Manager’s Proclamation of the Existence of a Local 
Emergency, by the following vote:  M. Ross, Absent; Rest, Ayes. 
 
On motion of L. DeLaney, seconded by J. Kennedy, the Council unanimously adopted 
Resolution No. 002-06 requesting County and State Director of the Office of Emergency 
Services concurrence on the Existence of a Local Emergency by the following vote:  M. Ross, 
Absent; Rest, Ayes. 
 
Mayor Schroder adjourned the Emergency Meeting at 8:45 p.m. to a Special Meeting already 
called in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California. 
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk - 2/1/06 


