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A very large water leak was reported on 
Reliez Valley Road on Thursday, August 24, 
2016.  The line was very deep and required 
special excavation equipment, shoring 
boxes, 100+ yards of gravel backfill, and 
numerous dump truck loads to haul off 
the spoils.  A great job well done. City 
crews on the scene worked past midnight 
successfully fixing the leak and still showed 
up on time for work the next morning.

Please remember to contact the Public 
Works Maintenance Division at (925) 372-
3580 for any water main breaks or the 
Police Department at (925) 372-3440 after  
business hours.

Join us for our annual celebration of the Martinez 
Senior Center! Every year, National Senior Center 
Month is celebrated in September. This year’s 
theme is Find Your Balance at Your Center. 
We will be finding balance of our own needs, our 
competing demands, and our responsibilities. Our 
Senior Center focuses on our participant’s wellness 

as a whole. 
Come down and 
get involved in a 
fitness, art class, or join 
us for the following seminars!

Please visit our bulletin for more information.

Public Works Crew Members 
On the Job

National Senior Center Month 2016

http://www.cityofmartinez.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=13266
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/services/newsletters.asp


Water Treatment 
Plant Electrical 
Upgrades

City to Commence New 
Downtown Recycling 
Collection Program

Many new Electri-
cal upgrades are 
underway at the 
City of Martinez 
Water Treatment 
Plant. The City of 
Martinez has un-
der taken a large 
scale upgrade of 
the electrical sys-
tem at the water 
plant as the exist-
ing electrical main 
service and motor 
control systems 
were in need of 
replacement. The 

Age of the equip-
ment, depend-
ability, and lack of 
readily available 
parts were all fac-
tors in need of up-
grades.  This $2.3 
million dollars in 
work will provide 
for a long lasting 
dependable sys-
tem. This work is 
slated to be com-
pleted in the fall 
2016.

The City recently installed all 25 of the high qual-
ity blue recycling bins purchased with CalRecy-
cle State grant funding throughout 
the downtown area.  These new 
recycle bins – designed for bot-
tles and cans only – were se-
lected with specific aesthetics 
in mind and are in a style com-
patible with the existing black stock.  
Each blue recycling bin has been paired up with 
a black garbage bin to effectively create con-
venient stations for both recycling and garbage.

The introduction of this new 
and enhanced recy-

cling infrastructure 
with a resized open-
ing and secured ac-
cess will discourage 
scavenging and al-

low the City crews to 
begin collecting this 

material in currently under-
served public places.  An added benefit to the 
new system will be regular reporting of the col-
lected “California Redemption Value” or “CRV” 
material, and a means for the City to better 
evaluate its recycling programs.  

Look for the blue recycling bins throughout the 
downtown, and please do your part to help ad-
vance our recycling efforts.



Summer is coming to an end and 
that usually signifies the beginning 

of school throughout many commu-
nities and a large challenge is traffic 
safety.  Keeping our youth safe is a 
priority for all of us and part of that 
involves driving safely.  

As school begins, traffic gets more 
congested and the response by 
many drivers is to drive faster - please 
DON’T do that.  Driving faster puts 
the public at risk, so leave earlier, be 
patient, and drive with care.  When 
driving in school zones, please be 
careful.  We posted some tips, from 
the National Safety Council, for peo-
ple to think about.  You can find them 
on our Facebook page, but here are 
the nuts and bolts:

• Don’t double park; it blocks vis-
ibility for other children and ve-
hicles. 

• Don’t load or unload children 
across the street from the school. 

• Carpool to reduce the number 
of vehicles at the school cross-
walk. 

• Don’t block the crosswalk when 
stopped at a red light or waiting 
to make a turn, forcing pedestri-
ans to go around you; this could 
put them in the path of moving 
traffic. 

• In a school zone when flashers 
are blinking, stop and yield to 
pedestrians crossing the cross-
walk or intersection. 

• Always stop for a school patrol 
officer or crossing guard holding 
up a stop sign. 

• Take extra care to look out for 
children in school zones, near 
playgrounds and parks, and in 
all residential areas. 

• Don’t honk or rev your engine to 
scare a pedestrian, even if you 
have the right of way. 

• Never pass a vehicle stopped for 
pedestrians. 

• Always use extreme caution to 
avoid striking pedestrians wher-
ever they may be, no matter 
who has the right of way.

On August 24, 2016 our Regional 
Traffic Enforcement Team worked 
on traffic enforcement in the school 
zones of Martinez, as well as other ar-
eas in which we have received traffic 
related complaints.  The results of the 
enforcement activity were:

Total Stops:            89 
Traffic Citations:    74 
Arrests:                     1 
Warnings:               14

I wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank all of the residents and busi-
nesses that participated on National 
Night Out.  We had a large turnout 
out at many of the locations that 
sponsored this event; the event is de-
signed to bring neighbors together, 
as well as the community and the 
police.  It was a tremendous success!

We had quite a bit of police activity 
over the month and the following is a 
snapshot:

• Sergeant Gaul stopped a Ford 
F250 on Brown Street and Cas-
tro Street for not having license 
plates.  He contacted the driver 
who immediately fled in the ve-
hicle resulting in a pursuit.  Cor-
poral Salamid was one block 
away and assisted in the pursuit.  
The pursuit was terminated on 
Alhambra Avenue at C Street 
due to the driver crossing over 
the center island and driving the 

wrong way; the pursuit was too 
unsafe for the public and was 
stopped.  Minutes later a citizen 
flagged Officer Poertner down 
and directed him to the 2800 
block of Castro Street.  Officer 
Poertner located the vehicle 
and parked behind it.  

The suspect put the truck in re-
verse and rammed the patrol 
car, but could not get away.  Of-
ficers were able to pull the driver 
from the vehicle and arrest him.  
Officer Poertner was not injured, 
but his patrol car sustained mod-
erate front-end damage. The 
truck was stolen from the Wal-
nut Creek BART station and the 
suspect was arrested for assault 
with a deadly weapon on a po-
lice officer, possession of a stolen 
vehicle, felony evading, posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia, possession of burglary tools, 
felon in possession of a stun gun, 
and violation of probation.  He is 
currently on probation for steal-
ing vehicles.  He was booked 
into MDF.  

• Officer Busciglio contacted a 
subject at Castro Street and 
Ward Street and knew the sub-
ject had three outstanding war-
rants for his arrest; the subject 
was arrested and booked into 
MDF. 

• Officer Ramos was dispatched 
to a possible drunk driver in the 
downtown area. Officer Ramos 
contacted the driver at Ward 
Street and Las Juntas Street. The 
subject was arrested for driving 
under the influence and booked 
into MDF.  

Read more...

Message from the Chief of Police

http://www.cityofmartinez.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=13300


Before...

The Parks department has 
removed three trees that were 
located on a lawn directly behind 
the 911 Memorial. These trees 
were removed in preparation for 
45 rose bushes to be planted to 

create a memorial garden. The 
enhancement will also include 
a grand entrance arbor that will 
be donated by Furbur Saw of 
Martinez. 

In 2014, the City completed the construction of a parking lot north 
of the downtown railroad tracks, opposite the Amtrak Station. 
This was the first of a multi phase project to provide additional 
parking for Amtrak and to construct a much needed second 
access to the marina area.  In 2015, the City Council awarded a 
construction contract to the lowest responsive bidder, Granite 
Rock Company, to build a vehicular bridge crossing Alhambra 
Creek and connecting the recently constructed parking lot 
to Berrellesa Street. The Alhambra Creek vehicular bridge is 
approximately 150 feet long and 36 feet wide.  Due to work 
restrictions on the City’s environmental permits, construction of 
the project began in June of 2016.  Concrete piles, along with 
other foundation elements were the first item of work.  More 
recently, the contactor placed precast girders on which the 
bridge deck will be constructed.  The project is anticipated to 
be completed by December of 2016.  

Future phases of the project include Ferry Street safety 
enhancements and realignment north of the railroad tracks, 
and the construction of a pedestrian bridge connecting the 
parking lot to the train station.  Construction on these phases 
should start in the spring of 2017.

New Rose Memorial Garden

Berrellesa Bridge



WE’RE ON

LIKE US:

FOLLOW  US:

UPCOMING EVENTS!!

SOCIAL MEDIA

The Bay Area Blues Festival is the 
merger of two great Festivals: 
the Downtown Martinez Italian 
Street Painting Festival and San 
Francisco’s Polk Street Blues Festival.

Martinez Recreation is now accepting 
teams for the Coed and Men’s Single Wall 
Bat League. The season begins the week 
of September 5th. Coed plays Tuesday 
night and Men’s play Friday nights. 

Saturday, September 10, 2016, 
10am-3pm 

Over 200 cool cars, trucks, 
and bikes along Main St. in 
downtown Martinez! Free for 
the public to attend.

Martinez’ most acclaimed 
social event, Martinis on the 
Plaza Gala, is held around the 
fountain at Ignacio Plaza under 
twinkling white lights with the 
gaiety of the post-Depression 
and World War II era. 

The Fall Water Aerobics and Lap Swim 
Schedule are now available! The class is 
always a party in the pool! 

https://www.facebook.com/City-of-Martinez-CA-City-Hall-132924266718772/
https://twitter.com/cityofmartinez
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1053&TargetID=1
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1058&TargetID=1
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=13252
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1054&TargetID=1
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1052&TargetID=1


The Recreation 
Summer Program 

ended on Friday with 
our traditional 10 foot 
Sundae.  Our 9 week 
program served 176 

Children.

The weekend of Aug 
20 &21 was a busy one.  

Saturday evening brought 
250 guests to the Martinez 
Waterfront Amphitheater; 
53 were from outside of 

the city.  A comedy show 
featuring 4 very funny 

comedians.  Bob Johnston 
the organizer did a great 

job.

Sunday the Arts 
Association 

Celebrated its 47th 
year of Art in the 

Park.  Good Food, 
Outstanding Music, 
and Talented Artists 

made the day 
complete.

RECREATION

ALHAMBRA CEMETERY RECORDS NOW ONLINE
Searching for family members buried in the Alhambra Cemetery just 
became easier.  Burial records combined from several sources have 
been put into a central data base that anyone can access through 
the city website at www.cityofmartinez.org.  The site includes links 
to information on the seven known Civil War veteran’s buried in the 
cemetery, the Martinez Historical Society’s virtual cemetery tour, and 
pictures of grave stones on Billion Graves.  If you have any additional 
questions or corrections to any record, please contact the Recreation 
Office at (925) 372-3510 or e-mail plorick@cityofmartinez.org.

A cemetery clean-up, sponsored by E Clampus Vitus and the City of 
Martinez will be held Saturday, October 8, 2016 from 10 am – 2 pm.  Help us spruce up the cemetery!  Bring 
friends, rakes, shovels, and gloves. This is a great scouting or club project.

Three FREE moonlight cemetery tours are scheduled for fall.  The Full Harvest Moon Cemetery Tour is Friday, 
September 16, 2016, from 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm.  The Full Hunter’s Moon is Sunday, October 16, 2016 from 6:30 
pm – 7:45 pm.  The Dia de los Muertes/Halloween Tour is Saturday, October 29, 2016 at 6:00 pm.  If the first tour 
fills, a second tour can be added.  To register for a tour, go to www.cityofmartinez.org.

mailto: plorick@cityofmartinez.org
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/depts/recreation/alhambra_pioneer_cemetery.asp
https://secure.rec1.com/ca/city-martinez/reg.php


City Hall ............................................. (925) 372-3500
City Clerk ........................................... (925) 372-3512
City Manager’s Office ........................ (925) 372-3505

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Finance/Water ................................... (925) 372-3575
Information Systems .......................... (925) 372-3535
Personnel .......................................... (925) 372-3522
 HR Job Hotline ......................... (925) 372-3513
Water Billing ...................................... (925) 372-3575
Water Emergency

Operating Hours......................... (925) 372-3587
After Hours (Police Dispatch)..... (925) 372-3440

Rob Schroder, Mayor

AnaMarie Avila Farias, Vice Mayor

Lara DeLaney, Councilmember

Debbie McKillop, Councilmember

Mark Ross, Councilmember

Richard Hernandez, City Clerk

Carolyn Robinson, City Treasurer

Calendar of Events

Contact Information

Martinez Elected Officials City Council Meetings

September 7  |  Wednesday 
 Zoning Administrator .................................................................................................................................4:00 p.m. 
 City Council ...............................................................................................................................................7:00 p.m.

September 13  |  Tuesday 
 Planning Commission ...............................................................................................................................7:00 p.m.

September 20  |  Tuesday 
  Parks, Recreation, Marina & Cultural Commission ...................................................................................7:00 p.m.

September 21  |  Wednesday 
 Zoning Administrator .................................................................................................................................4:00 p.m. 
 City Council ...............................................................................................................................................7:00 p.m.

September 27 |  Tuesday 
 Planning Commission ...............................................................................................................................7:00 p.m.

Like us @ City of Martinez, CA - City Hall Follow us @ cityofmartinez

City of Martinez  :  525 Henrietta Street  :  Martinez, CA 94553  :  www.cityofmartinez.org

Regular City Council Meetings are held on the first and 

third Wednesdays of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the 

City Hall Council Chambers.  

Meetings are televised on Friday, following 

Wednesday’s meeting on Public Access Channel 28 

(U-Verse Channel 99) at 7:30 p.m.

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION ........ (925) 372-3550
Code Enforcement............................. (925) 372-3598
Inspection .......................................... (925) 372-3596

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ........ (925) 372-3550
Economic Development..................... (925) 372-3514
Engineering ....................................... (925) 372-3515
Planning............................................. (925) 372-3518
Public Works ...................................... (925) 372-3580
Recreation Services .......................... (925) 372-3510
 Event Information ..................... (925) 372-3463
Senior Center .................................... (925) 370-8770

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Police/Non-Emergency ...................... (925) 372-3440
We Tip Line ........................................ (925) 372-3410
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