
Regular Meeting  
December 16, 2015  

Martinez, CA  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta 
Street, Martinez, California.  
 
PRESENT: Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, Debbie McKillop, Councilmember, Mark Ross, 

Councilmember, AnaMarie Avila Farias, Vice Mayor, and Rob Schroder, Mayor. 
EXCUSED: None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PRESENTATION(S) 
 
*Councilmember McKillop entered and was seated at the dais at 6:08 p.m.  
 
A. National Citizens Survey (NCS).
 
Assistant City Manager Alan Shear introduced the item, discussing the purpose of the National 
Citizen's Survey and a brief overview of the process. 
 
Ms. Damema Mann went over the key findings of Martinez' Citizens Survey focused on the 
community's livability. A scientific survey was sent out to 1,400 households with a 28% 
response rate. She reviewed key focus areas for Martinez: quality of life and safety aspects as 
most important and she discussed comparisons with national priorities. Ms. Mann also reviewed 
specific responses to questions regarding the Joe DiMaggio boat, information sources used by 
the public, revenue for city roads, and the top three issues the City should focus on in the next 
three years. In conclusion, she noted that residents believe there is a positive quality of life in 
Martinez, with economy and safety as top priorities. She added there are improvements needed 
in areas related to roads and other transportation options, and she acknowledged funding is a 
challenge. 
 
Mayor Schroder expressed appreciation for the report, and he noted there were no real surprises 
in the concerns raised by the public; especially regarding potential new taxes. 
 
Councilmember Ross commented that this survey is a good source for future priorities, adding 
that the Council will be challenged to address those priorities. He asked what other cities rank 
higher than Martinez in terms of transportation. Ms. Mann said she couldn't list all of them, but 
noted there are several California cities closer to San Francisco who already has their 
transportation infrastructure in place and they probably ranked higher. 
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked about the cost of the survey itself and for future follow-up and 
analysis, which Mr. Shear discussed. Councilmember DeLaney expressed concern about the 
costs, especially for such a small sampling and for results that were not unexpected. 
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Councilmember McKillop expressed appreciation for the work that was put into the process, as 
well as expressing her understanding that the small sampling did satisfy the standards for the 
scientific method of surveying. She asked for clarification as to the national benchmark 
comparisons, which Ms. Mann reviewed again. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) 
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda. 
 
Debbie Zamaria commented that she wrote a letter to the Gazette concerning the old Train Depot 
which has been lying dormant. She noted it would be a perfect location for the Martinez 
Museum. Ms. Zamaria stated she realizes there are other considerations for the use and monies 
are needed to renovate the Train Depot. Further, she asked if any grants are being pursued. She 
noted there was a subcommittee to study the use for the Depot, but for various reasons was not 
able to reach a decision to present to the Council. She requested another subcommittee be 
formed. Mayor Schroder stated he was not planning to create another subcommittee, but it will 
be coming to the Council for discussion. 
 
Kristin Henderson provided a pamphlet of historic resources of the Italian American community 
in the City. She indicated next year will be the 100th anniversary for the City Hall and she would 
like to start work to get it on the federal register. She also noted Kevin Murray will be the 
photographer for the project. She provided a brief history on a famous tile maker associated with 
Martinez, a Mr. Solon. Ms. Henderson spoke about the train station which is not historic, just 
associated with the event of the train arrival in Martinez. She spoke about her concern regarding 
moved buildings, CEQA and land use patterns, and architectural style. She also thanked Vice 
Mayor Avila Farias for sharing information with her about the history of the old jail. 
 
*Vice Mayor Avila Farias entered and was seated at the dais at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Jack Bean and his wife commended Martinez Police Officer Chuck Buda #116 for his 
professionalism and determination on recovering their stolen property. 
 
Eli Dominguez stated word-of-mouth would have been better than conducting a costly survey. 
He indicated his support for the Police Department and urged the community to support the 
businesses downtown since many are leaving. He also commented on poor road conditions, 
environmental issues, and infrastructure needs. 
 
Debbie Whittaker provided a recap from the first meeting with the Parks, Recreation, Marina & 
Cultural Committee (PRMCC) regarding the dog park and said she looks forward to working 
with everyone in 2016.  
 
Marcia Hetzler echoed Ms. Zamaria's comments regarding the old train station and stated the 
City should be able to come up with a cooperative historic use of the train station (multi-use), 
which would mean a lot for the downtown.  
 
Richard Verrilli expressed his appreciation to the Council and all the work they have done to 
make this City a wonderful place to live.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
A. Motion waiving reading of text of all Resolutions and Ordinances.
 
1. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Register dated 12/03/15. [C.Spinella/2.1.1]
 
2. Motion adopting Ordinance No. 1392 C.S. granting a franchise to Plains Products

Terminals, LLC, doing business as Plains All-American Pipeline, LP, its successors and 
assigns, to construct, maintain, use, operate, repair, replace, renew, and remove pipelines 
and appurtenances which may be used for the transportation of petroleum liquids
oxygenates, additives, blendstocks, gas and their derivatives connected with the primary
business of the franchise holder, together with all manholes, service connections, and other 
appurtenances necessary or convenient for the operation of said pipelines under, along,
across or upon the public roads, streets, highways, ways, alleys, City property, and other
places as the same now exist within the City of Martinez. [M.Chandler/31.00.00] 

 
3. Motion approving agreement for Interim City Manager Jim Jakel commencing January 1,

through April 15, 2016. [A.Shear/17.00.01] 
 
4. Resolution No.117-15 authorizing the City Manager to execute a three year agreement for

professional consultant services with LCC Engineering and Surveying, Inc. and naming
Christine M. Leptien-Parks, PE/LS as on-call City Surveyor. [T.Tucker/17.06.31] 

 
5. Resolution No. 118-15 authorizing the three year agreement for consultant services with

Carollo Engineers Inc. to provide On-call Engineering Services for the City’s water system
not to exceed $500,000 over three years. [T.Tucker/17.06.32] 
 

6. Resolution No. 119-15 authorizing the City Manager to execute a Consultant Services
Agreement, in the amount of $124,320, with Bellecci & Associates for the design of the
Annual Water Main Replacement Project. [T.Tucker/15..07.01] 

 
7. Resolution No. 120-15 accepting the Susana Park and Mountain View Renovation Project

C5025 per contract Documents and instructing the City Clerk to file a Notice of 
Completion. [D.Salts/11.08.00&11.16.00&11.05.13] 

 
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Kristin Henderson spoke about Item 7, discussing the skirmish that ensued in deciding what to 
do with Susanna Park and how nice it looks now. She wasn't sure how historic it is now, but she 
was appreciative of the final result. 
 
Eli Dominguez spoke about Item 3, commenting on why the current City Manager was leaving 
and whether it was true he felt none of his ideas were accepted or implemented. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the Consent Calendar. 
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On motion by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, seconded by Debbie McKillop, Councilmember, 
to approve Item A and Items #1 through Item #7 of the Consent Calendar. Motion unanimously 
passed 5 - 0. Yes: Lara DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie McKillop, Councilmember; Mark 
Ross, Councilmember; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Vice Mayor; Rob Schroder, Mayor.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 
CITY MANAGER 
 
8. City Manager Comment(s)/Update(s).   
  
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES 
 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
9. Council Subcommittee Reports.
 
10. City Council Comments. 

 
Vice Mayor AnaMarie Avila Farias thanked Patty Lorick and the entire Park & Recreation staff 
for an excellent Holiday Frolic event. She also requested Mr. Scola to extend her appreciation to 
Public Works staff for their hard work as well. She said it was amazing to see all the families 
who attended, and she thought Martinez was the destination City this season. 
 
Councilmember Debbie McKillop took a moment to reflect on her first year as Councilmember. 
She recognized City staff for their hard work and commitment. She expressed her appreciation to 
City Manager Rob Braulik for his service to the City and thanked him for his professionalism, 
assistance, and guidance. She wished Mr. Braulik well in his pursuit in the private sector. 
Councilmember McKillop noted past actions of the Council and said their power comes from 
differences between them. She indicated these different viewpoints are essential to explore an 
issue and when the differences are matched with a mutual respect, and then the Council is truly 
serving the citizens. She looked forward to another eventful year and wished everyone the 
happiest of holidays and a new year filled with health, happiness, and prosperity. 
 
Vice Mayor Avila Farias thanked Councilmember McKillop for her services, expressing she has 
been a wonderful colleague.  
 
Councilmember Mark Ross echoed Vice Mayor Avila Farias' comments. He also wished Mr. 
Braulik well in his new endeavor and wished the City staff and Martinez citizens Happy 
Holidays and a Happy New Year. 
 
Councilmember Lara DeLaney expressed her appreciation to staff for all their efforts and 
dedication this year and she acknowledged Mr. Braulik for his service and dedication to the City, 
and wished him well. She also made everyone aware of the Medical Marijuana Regulatory Act, 
and she indicated the City needs to take action on some aspects (cultivation and mobile delivery) 
by March 1st. She also said she would like to revisit the post office issues regarding mail 
delivery, noting she continues to receive more complaints. She requested that the Council 
consider taking the issue to the next level. She wished the community Happy Holidays and a 
prosperous New Year and thanked them for making this a wonderful community.  
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Councilmember Ross said he had spoken with some of the employees of the post office and  
thought there was at least the possibility for further dialogue. Mayor Schroder indicated he has 
spoken to Senator Mike Thompson's Office and Representative DeSaulnier's Office, which is the 
next level, regarding the mail issues. Councilmember Ross expressed concern about physical 
logistical conditions that affect mail delivery. 
 
Mayor Rob Schroder indicated the marijuana issue will be handled by the Chief of Police and the 
Public Safety Subcommittee, and then the Council. He expressed his appreciation to staff for all 
their hard work and dedication especially Public Works for their hard work in getting the ice rink 
ready. He announced he will be out of town from December 20th through the 30th. He also 
thanked Rob Braulik for his efforts and his accomplishments in his short tenure with the City. He 
wished everyone Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year.  
 
II. CLOSED SESSION (Board Room)
 
A. Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957.6: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR

NEGOTIATORS  
Agency Designated Representatives: Rob Braulik, City Manager; Alan Shear, Asst. City
Manager; Fran Buchanan, IEDA.  
Employee Organization: Laborers International Union of No. America, Local #324; 
Martinez Police Officers Association; Martinez Police Non-Sworn Employees Association 
and Management Compensation Plan. 

 
Mayor Schroder stated direction was given to the City's Labor Negotiators.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourned at 8:00 p.m. to a Regular City Council Meeting January 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California.  
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 

 
Rob Schroder, Mayor    
 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 2/3/2016 
 


