
Regular Meeting  
July 1, 2015  

Martinez, CA  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta 
Street, with all members present except Councilmember Avila Farias and Vice Mayor Ross who 
arrived after roll call.  
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT (comments are limited only to items listed on the agenda)
 
III. CLOSED SESSION (Adjourn to City Manager’s Office)
 
A. Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957:  

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-Title: Chief of Police  
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT-Title: Chief of Police

 
IV. RECONVENE - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL
 
Mayor Schroder reconvened the meeting at 6:05 p.m. He reported out from Closed Session 
regarding Chief of Police, stating direction was given to the City Manager.  
 
PRESENT: Rob Schroder, Mayor, Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, AnaMarie Avila Farias,

Councilmember, Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, and Debbie McKillop, 
Councilmember. 

EXCUSED: None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PRESENTATION(S) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK)  
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda. 
 
Mayor Schroder noted he received an email from Helen Muscolo, Sue Mayo and Carlton Flynn 
regarding the pool hours and lap schedule. 
 
Richard Verrilli commented on an article in the Gazette about the new public comment policy. 
He felt the new decorum rules are too strict and members of the public should be allowed to 
express their opinions as long as it is not disruptive. Mayor Schroder stated the purpose of the 
policy is not to stifle public comment or the right of free speech, but to treat others with respect. 
 
Gary Freitas stated members of the public can disagree while also being civil.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
A. Motion waiving reading of text of all Resolutions and Ordinances. 

 
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes for May 20, and 26, 2015 [M.Cabral] 
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2. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Register dated 6/25/2015. [C.Spinella/2.1.1]
 
3. Resolution approving an agreement with the Martinez Chamber of Commerce; and

authorizing the City Manager to execute same. [M.Chandler/7.02.01] 
 
4. Resolution No. 081-15 approving an agreement with Main Street Martinez; and authorizing

the City Manager to execute same. [M.Chandler/9.12.04] 
 
5. Resolution No. 082-15 authorizing the City Engineer to install all-way stop signs at the 

intersection of Green Street and Las Juntas Street. [T.Tucker/12.17.00] 
 
6. Water Treatment Plant Seismic and Structural Upgrade Project No. C7042:

[T.Tucker/15.06.16] 
 
A. Resolution No. 083-15 accepting bids for the Water Treatment Plant Seismic and Structural

Upgrade Project No. C7042, and awarding the construction contract to Auburn
Constructors, Inc. in the amount of $3,625,300 and allocating $300,000 of Water System 
funds to Account No. C7042; and 

 
B. Resolution No. 084-15 authorizing the City Manager to amend the Carollo Engineers, Inc.

agreement for consultant services for the design of the Water Treatment Plant Seismic and
Structural Upgrade Project No. C7042, to include construction phase support services in an
amount not to exceed $280,000. 

 
Councilmember Avila Farias requested to remove Item #3 and Council DeLaney requested to 
remove Item #5 from the Consent Calendar.  
 
On motion by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, seconded by Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, to approve 
Item A and Items #1, #2, #4 and #6 A and B of the Consent Calendar. Motion unanimously 
passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob Schroder, Mayor; Mark Ross, Vice Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, 
Councilmember; Lara DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
Councilmember Avila Farias spoke on Item #3, asking why the City is not delaying the 
agreement until the Chamber of Commerce has hired a new Executive Director. City Manager 
Rob Braulik stated the Chamber expects to hire an Executive Director in the next month or two 
and services have not been affected. Councilmember Avila Farias suggested the contract should 
wait until the Chamber has completed a financial report on the previous fiscal year, and weekend 
business hours be included. Senior Management Analyst Mike Chandler noted the contract 
includes a provision for amending within the first few months and added the City's lease with the 
Chamber is up this fall. He noted he and Mr. Braulik will be reviewing and updating the 
deliverables for both the Chamber and Main Street Martinez. Mr. Braulik stated both 
organizations will provide reports at the next Council meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross requested a budget report be included in the Chamber and Main Street reports 
to determine the impact and success of the City's contribution. Mr. Chandler stated he will 
provide the financial update once he receives it from both organizations. 
 
Item #3, resolution approving an agreement with the Martinez Chamber of Commerce; and 
authorizing the City Manager to execute same was continued to the next Council meeting.  
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Councilmember Lara DeLaney spoke on Item #5 and requested the Traffic Safety Subcommittee 
consider stop signs on Castro Street. Vice Mayor Ross asked for consistency along Green and 
Ward Street to make the changes easy to adjust to. 
  
On motion by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, seconded by Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, to approve 
Resolution No. 082-15 authorizing the City Engineer to install all-way stop signs at the 
intersection of Green Street and Las Juntas Street. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob 
Schroder, Mayor; Mark Ross, Vice Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember; Lara 
DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
CONVENE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CONTRA COSTA SANITARY DISTRICT 
NO. 6 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR - Motion waiving reading of text of all Resolutions and Ordinances.  
 
7. Final adoption of ordinance designating the Clerk and Engineer of the District and

Ordinance defining meeting proceedings: 

 
A. Motion adopting Ordinance No. 001 C.S. SD-6 defining the Board of Contra Costa County 

Sanitation District No. 6 and Meeting Proceedings; and 
 
B. Motion adopting Ordinance No. 002 C.S. SD-6 repealing Ordinance No. 3 and amending 

Ordinance No. 1-SD6 to designate the Martinez City Manager as the Clerk of the Board of
Directors and the Martinez City Engineer as the Engineer of Contra Costa County
Sanitation District No. 6. 

 
8. Resolution No. 03-15-SD-6 authorizing the City Manager to execute the Assignment,

Assumption and Novation Agreement between the County of Contra Costa and Valley
Operators LLC. [T.Tucker/30.05.05] 

 
9. Resolution No. 04-15-SD-6 establishing a Sanitation District No. 6 Special Revenue Fund.

[T.Tucker/30.05.05] 
 
Boardmember Mark Ross asked for alternate systems to be investigated to manage the District. 
Chair Rob Schroder stated it is being looked into.  
 
On motion by Lara DeLaney, Boardmember, seconded by Mark Ross, Boardmember, to approve 
Items #7A & B, #8 and #9 of the Contra Costa Sanitary District No. 6 Consent Calendar with the 
provisio some alternative systems be reviewed. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob 
Schroder, Chair; Mark Ross, Boardmember; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Boardmember; Lara 
DeLaney, Boardmember; Debbie McKillop, Boardmember.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
10. Public hearing to consider: [T.Tucker/30.05.05]
 
A. Ordinance No. 003 C.S. SD-6 approving the Final Annual Report and prescribing the

Annual Unit Sewer Service Charges for fiscal year 2015-16 in Contra Costa County 
Sanitation District No. 6; and 
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B. Resolution overruling protests (if required, must be adopted by 4/5 vote).  
 
District Engineer Tim Tucker presented the staff report. He explained the process for setting the 
sewer service charge and noted no protests had been received. 
 
Boardmember Ross provided background on the District for the public. 
 
Chair Rob Schroder opened and closed Items #10A and B for public comment with no speakers 
coming forward.  
 
On motion by Mark Ross, Boardmember, seconded by AnaMarie Avila Farias, Boardmember, to 
approve Ordinance No. 003 C.S. SD-6 approving the Final Annual Report and prescribing the 
Annual Unit Sewer Service Charges for fiscal year 2015-16 in Contra Costa County Sanitation 
District No. 6. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob Schroder, Chair; Mark Ross, 
Boardmember; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Boardmember; Lara DeLaney, Boardmember; Debbie 
McKillop, Boardmember.  
 
Resolution overruling protests not required.  
 
RECONVENE AS CITY COUNCIL  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 
11. Public hearing to amending Regulations Governing Water Service - Water Rates and adopt: 

[T.Tucker/15.01.01] 

 
A. Resolution No. 085-15 finding there has been no majority protest to proposed water

consumption pricing adjustment of up to $0.50 per Unit of Treated Water used, establishing
the Proposed Pricing Adjustment, and amending Section 14, Schedule of Fees and Rates, of
the City of Martinez Regulations Governing Water Service; and 

 
B. Resolution No. 086-15 establishing the City of Martinez 25% Drought Management Plan.
 
City Engineer Tim Tucker presented the staff report for Items #11 and #12. He stated the plan 
had been reviewed by the Council in May and this is the public hearing to approve the plan. He 
reviewed the plan's components and noted the written protests the City received. He announced a 
free workshop entitled "Water Conservation Essentials" to be held July 18, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
reviewed the content and speakers. Members of the public can register by emailing 
savewater@cityofmartinez.org or calling the City's Recycling Hotline at 372-3531. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened the Item for public comment. 
 
Pete Bauldachi asked for more information on the rate adjustment. Mr. Tucker stated the 
$0.50/unit increase will be credited back to the customer if the customer does not use more than 
200 gallons a day averaged over the billing cycle. The reduction requirements will be based on 
the customer's 2013 usage. The water bills will include the allocation and current usage. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the Item. 
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Councilmember DeLaney asked when the credit would be applied, and Mr. Tucker stated it 
would be on the same bill as the increased charge. 
 
Councilmember McKillop asked if the calculation was cumulative or over a single billing cycle, 
and Mr. Tucker stated it is over a single billing cycle. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross clarified the effective charge will effectively be at the old rate unless the 
customer exceeds the allotment.  
 
On motion by Mark Ross, Vice Mayor, seconded by AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember, to 
approve Resolution No. 086-15 finding there has been no majority protest to proposed water 
consumption pricing adjustment of up to $0.50 per Unit of Treated Water used, establishing the 
Proposed Pricing Adjustment, and amending Section 14, Schedule of Fees and Rates, of the City 
of Martinez Regulations Governing Water Service; and Resolution No. 087-15 establishing the 
City of Martinez 25% Drought Management Plan. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob 
Schroder, Mayor; Mark Ross, Vice Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember; Lara 
DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
12. Public hearing to introduce an Ordinance amending Section 7 of the City of Martinez Water

System Regulations Governing Water Service to establish fines and penalties for wasteful
use of treated water during temporary drought conditions. [T.Tucker/15.01.01] 

 
Mayor Schroder opened and closed public comment on the Item with no speakers coming 
forward. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross asked if there is a process for proving repairs have been completed to reverse 
fines, and Mr. Tucker stated a process will be created.  
 
On motion by Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, seconded by Debbie McKillop, Councilmember, 
to approve introduction of an Ordinance amending Section 7 of the City of Martinez Water 
System Regulations Governing Water Service to establish fines and penalties for wasteful use of 
treated water during temporary drought conditions. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob 
Schroder, Mayor; Mark Ross, Vice Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember; Lara 
DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
CITY MANAGER 
 
13. City Manager Comment(s)/Update(s).
 
City Manager Rob Braulik commended Public Works Director Dave Scola and Public Works 
staff for their work to abate the blight caused by the building on Castro Street, which has been 
sitting vacant for 25 years. Vice Mayor Ross asked what will happen to the lot. Mr. Scola stated 
the lot will be graveled and fenced off for the time being while staff investigates options.  
 
Councilmember DeLaney asked if the City would be reimbursed for any costs incurred, and Mr. 
Scola stated staff had worked with the property owner to abate the lot but had not incurred costs.   
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CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
14. Chief of Police Comment(s)/Update(s).
 
Interim Chief of Police Eric Ghisletta recognized Seth Kozlowski and Lenore Delfino, who 
spearheaded the canine donation drive. They received generous donations by businesses, 
organizations and others and reached their goal of $10,000. Interim Chief Ghisletta stated a 
formal recognition would occur at the September 3rd Council meeting. 
 
Interim Chief Ghisletta reminded everyone to take precautions on the 4th of July.  
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES 
 
15. Approve the appointment of Councilmember Avila Farias as Voting Delegate and

Councilmember McKillop as Alternate Voting Delegate to the League of California Cities
Annual Conference. 

 
On motion by Rob Schroder, Mayor, no second required to approve the appointment of 
Councilmember Avila Farias as Voting Delegate to the League of California Cities Annual 
Conference. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob Schroder, Mayor; Mark Ross, Vice 
Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember; Lara DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie 
McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
On motion by Rob Schroder, Mayor, no second required to approve the appointment of 
Councilmember McKillop as Alternate Voting Delegate to the League of California Cities 
Annual Conference. Motion unanimously passed 5 - 0. Yes: Rob Schroder, Mayor; Mark Ross, 
Vice Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember; Lara DeLaney, Councilmember; Debbie 
McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
16. Discussion of the Park, Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission reverting it back to

the Park and Recreation Commission. 

 
Mayor Schroder presented the staff report and reviewed the history of the Parks, Recreation, 
Marina and Cultural Commission and the previous committees. He provided suggestions and 
requested discussion of the issue. Councilmember Avila Farias expressed support for the 
suggestion to reduce the size of the commission and requested the City take this opportunity to 
increase diversity on the commission and other groups. 
 
Councilmember Lara DeLaney agreed the current commission is too large but recommended the 
Park and Recreation Commission have a Marina Subcommittee. She also commented on the 
project to create a Joe DiMaggio mural and requested the project be assigned to a different 
committee. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross expressed support for the reduction in size but agreed the citizen input on the 
Marina is critical. 
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Councilmember McKillop supported the Mayor's suggestion. 
 
Mayor Schroder opened the Item for public comment. 
 
Gay Gerlack, current PRMCC member, felt the size reduction was acceptable but urged the 
Council to retain a focus on arts and culture in the City. 
 
Tony Richelle requested the City create a committee for the Marina and work hard to get as 
much community involvement as possible, since the Marina is so important. 
 
Mike Benson suggested the Council consider a committee made up of four members, one to 
manage each aspect of the PRMCC. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the Item.  
 
Council discussed and agreed to reduce size of the Commission to 7 Commissioners and review 
each aspect of the Commission on a step by step approach.  
 
17. Council Subcommittee Reports.
 
Councilmember Avila Farias and Councilmember McKillop reported on their attendance at the 
Public Safety Subcommittee held June 30th. Councilmember Avila Farias reported on the 
Citizens' Police Academy and stated more information for interested residents will be 
forthcoming. She also commented on volunteer opportunities. Councilmember Avila Farias 
reported on action taken to improve traffic safety in residential neighborhoods and encouraged 
residents to contact the City with concerns.  

Councilmember McKillop stated staff will work on better outreach and communication with the 
Police Department. She noted one suggestion is the contact information be included on residents' 
water bills for the area contact Police Officer. Councilmember McKillop added the Police 
Department will be working on emergency planning in the case of train derailment.  

18. City Council Comments. 

 
Councilmember AnaMarie Avila Farias reported the pool is in full swing with lots of activity. 
She stated Council's direction in implementing extra hours and programs is having a definite 
impact in increased use by families. 
 
Vice Mayor Mark Ross wished all a happy 4th of July. He stated he would like to discuss an 
open government ordinance and address the difference between ad hoc committees and standing 
subcommittees as to meeting noticing and public participation. 
 
Councilmember Lara DeLaney wished all a happy and safe 4th of July. Councilmember 
DeLaney requested to know the cost for the City's fireworks and whether the City or donations 
had funded the purchase. 
 
Mayor Rob Schroder stated there is a parade on the 4th at 10:00 a.m. and will begin at Court 
Street.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourned at 7:12 p.m. to a Regular City Council Meeting July 15, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez California.  
 
RECONVENE  
 
Vice Mayor Mark Ross, Councilmembers AnaMaria Avila Farias and Debbie McKillop 
reconvened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. with their apologies. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross noted the public hearing notice for the water rate adjustment and conservation 
measures had given July 1st at 7:30 p.m. as the time of the meeting.  Due to this unfortunate 
incident, the Council is reopening the meeting and will continue the item to July 15 at 6:00 p.m. 
However, anyone wishing to speak tonight may do so. 
 
Senior City Attorney Nebb clarified anyone wishing to speak tonight may also speak or provide 
written protest at the next meeting as well. The item will be reheard and actions retaken, so 
residents who do not wish to speak tonight will be given the opportunity at the next meeting, July 
15th.  
 
Vice Mayor opened Items #11 and #12, amending Regulations Governing Water Service and 
Water Rates, for public comment. 
 
Mary Shoster asked why the fountain is still running. City Manager Braulik stated the water is 
recycled and runs continuously. The Water District has not instructed jurisdictions to shut off 
recycled water fountains, but staff can turn it off if the Council so directs. 
 
An unidentified male speaker requested information on the Council's discussion at the meeting. 
Vice Mayor Ross explained the Items were heard and the Council voted to approve. However, 
the votes will be retaken at the next meeting. 
 
Michael Ayers questioned how the Water District adjusts the baseline rate if the number of 
residents in the home has changed. Vice Mayor Ross stated there will be an appeal process by 
which residents can adjust the number. 
 
Councilmember McKillop apologized for the noticing and expressed appreciation for the resident 
who had informed the Council of the situation. 
 
Ronnie, no last name provided, asked how the water was distributed and if everyone will receive 
the same amount. Vice Mayor Ross responded the water is metered and it will be dependent on 
one's baseline use from 2013, as instructed by the State. Vice Mayor Ross encouraged residents 
to contact the Water District to request to adjust the number. Ronnie also asked why the City's 
lawns are green. Vice Mayor Ross stated the City's landscaping uses recycled water.  
 
An unidentified female speaker requested the City to turn off the fountain and stop watering the 
grass in order to set an example. 
 
Marie Hoffman thanked the Council for staying and reopening the meeting. She asked for better 
communication between departments. 
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An unidentified male speaker suggested signs be placed indicating where recycled water is used. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment on the Item. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross explained the rate increase discussed by the City Council. The rate will 
increase by $0.50/unit for those who exceed 200 gallons per day averaged over the billing cycle. 
If residents do not exceed the allotment, the rate remains the same. 
 
Senior City Attorney Nebb requested the Council make a formal motion to continue the hearing 
to July 15th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Avila Farias apologized for the confusion on the noticing and appreciated the 
public's understanding.  
 
Noticing of Items #11 and #12 amending Regulations Governing Water Service and Water 
Rates. 
 
On motion by AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember, seconded by Debbie McKillop, 
Councilmember, continue Items #11 A&B and Item #12 amending Regulations Governing Water 
Service and Water Rates to July 15th at 6:00 p.m. Motion unanimously passed 3 - 0. Yes: Mark 
Ross, Vice Mayor; AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember; Debbie McKillop, Councilmember.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 

 
Rob Schroder, Mayor     
 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 8/19/15 


