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Introduction

Dear Community Member,

The City of Martinez is pleased to present this report card for 2015-2016.  The city is a provider of 
municipal services and the City Council and senior management regularly review the level, qual-
ity, and effectiveness of these services.  City residents also share responsibility for attainment of 
community goals and objectives.  

Information for this report was gathered from a variety of sources including city departments, 
Contra Costa County, and other sources.  The Community Report Card (CRC) is comprised of key 
indicators which document the progress of the community in several areas including economic 
health, quality of life and public services.  The report also compares the city to similar, though 
not identical agencies. 

This report can help identify key trends, stimulate community dialogue about these trends, en-
courage accountability and promote continuous improvement.  We hope you find the CRC a 
useful information source.  

City of Martinez
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Assessed Valuation

Description of Indicator

This indicator measures the assessed valuation of real and personal property with the city as determined by 
the Contra Costa County Assessor.  

Why is it important?
Generally, property taxes along with sales taxes are the top two revenue sources for local government.  In 
California, property tax is imposed on real property (e.g., land and permanent improvements) and certain 
personal property.  Property is assessed at current market value at the time of construction or upon sale.  

$4,390

$4,326

$4,239

$4,175

$4,459

$4,000

$4,050

$4,100

$4,150

$4,200

$4,250

$4,300

$4,350

$4,400

$4,450

$4,500

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Assessed Value in Billions

-4%

-1%
-2% -2%

7%

-6%

-4%

-2%

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Assessed Value % Change



Community Report Card	 City of Martinez

	 5	 2015

Assessed Valuation

The California Constitution limits the real property tax rate to one percent of a property’s assessed value.  Cities, 
counties, school districts and towns share in the revenue from the one percent property tax based on allocation 
formulas established by the California State legislature.  Changes in assessed valuation up or down, directly 
impact the amount of property tax revenues available for delivery of local municipal services.

How are we doing?
City assessed valuation decreased for the last several years with the recession.  In 2014 AV started to recover 
increasing 7% percent.  This is vital as property taxes are the number one revenue source in the city. 
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Property Tax Revenue

Description of Indicator

This indicator measures the total property tax revenues received by the city during each fiscal year.

Why is it important?
Property tax revenues represent the #1 source of city general fund revenues supporting city services such as 
police services, administrative services, building, planning and public works services.  

How are we doing?
Property tax revenues increased $449K over the past year.  During this period the net growth rate was a negative 
3%.  Revenues have only recovered in the most recent year FY14. 
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Sales Tax Revenue

Description of Indicator

This indicator measures total sales tax revenue received by the city during each fiscal year.

Why is it important?
Sales tax revenues along with property tax revenues are generally the 1st and 2nd largest sources of city revenues 
to support municipal services.  

How are we doing?
Sales tax revenue growth peaked at 13% in 2010 then the “great recession” hit.  Growth in sales tax declined 
precipitously in 2012 to 1%, started to grow again in 2013, then dropped off again in 2014.
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Business License Revenue

Description of Indicator

This indicator measures business license revenue and is an indicator of business license revenues from year to 
year.

Why important?
This is an indicator of business activity.

How are we doing?
Revenues increased each of the last three years and decreased from 2010 to 2011.  The number of licenses has 
fluctuated year to year with the number increasing in 2011 and 2013 and decreasing in 2010 and 2014. 
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Permit Activity

Description of Indicator

This indicator measures building activity value for residential and commercial construction. 

Why is it important?
Building permit activity has a direct impact on property taxes and city development revenues.

How are we doing?
The city’s development pattern is predominately residential versus commercial.
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Home Prices

Description of Indicator

This indicator compares the median single family home price to that in Contra Costa County.
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Home Prices

City and Contra Costa Median Home Price

Why is it important?
Home prices are influenced by many factors including national, state, regional economic trends, supply and 
demand, job growth and related factors.  Rising home prices suggest buyers have positive perceptions about 
investing in the community (e.g., good schools, low crime rates, quality parks, a clean environment and higher 
quality of life).  

How are we doing?
Single family detached median home prices declined 22% in 2010-2011.  In the last three years prices have 
increased.  And other than 2013 the city median has outpaced the county median.  Today, the median home 
price is $449,000 and this figure is expected to rise with the current economic recovery.
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Crime

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Uniform Crime Rate (UCR) for the city each 
year.

Why is it important?
Crime impacts the real and perceived safety of the community.  Monitoring the number of reported crimes 
is essential to evaluating the success of community policing strategies and crime prevention efforts, spotting 
emergency trends and allocation of appropriate city resources.

How are we doing?
Martinez property crimes account for 94% of crimes reported for 2013.
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Police Response Time

Response Time 
This indicator measures Priority 1 (violent crimes, life threatening emergencies) response times for police as 
measured by the response time from the time dispatch receives/creates a call to arrive on scene by officer (Cre-
ate/Arrive) and by the time the dispatcher actually dispatches an officer to the arrival on scene (Dispatch/Arrive).  

Why is it important?
Emergency response times affect public safety performance and the community’s perception of such perfor-
mance. 

How are we doing?
The response times for Create/Arrive have been under six minutes except for 2010 and 2014, and for Dispatch 
Arrive under or near four minutes.  
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Unemployment and Labor Force

Description of Indicator

This measures the estimated unemployment rate for those living in Martinez, and the estimated number of 
those in the labor force.

Why is it important?
The estimated unemployment rate and labor force size for those living in the city are indicators of community 
economic health.

How are we doing?
The city has seen steadily declining unemployment and an increase in the total labor force.
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Waste Diversion
Description of Indicator

This indicator measures a resource diversion rate versus a targeted diversion rate.

Why is it important?
Assembly Bill 939 required local agencies to adopt source reduction and recycling plans to divert waste from 
landfills.

How are we doing?
The city came closest to the target rate in 2009.
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Population Change

Description of Indicator

Measure the change in population from year to year for Martinez as compared to Contra Costa County.

Why is it important?
Population change is a Community Demographic indicator in built-out communities such as Martinez community 
demographics.  The slightly increasing population indicates families with children are moving into the communi-
ty. This is important for the city as certain revenues and grant funds obtained by the city are based on population.  

How are we doing?
Martinez is generally growing less than 1% total annual growth over the past five years.  This growth rate is 
similar to Contra Costa County.
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Income Distribution

Description of Indicator

This indicator measures household income distribution in the community.  Household income is total income 
reported for all individuals at the same address.

Why is it important?
Household income is an indicator of geographic purchasing power.

How are we doing?
The community has a higher percentage of households with incomes above $50K @ 53% versus 45% at the 
county. 
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Commute to Work

Description of Indicator
This indicator shows what method of transportation residents use to get to work. 

Why is it important?
The method of commuting is a reflection of how the community uses alternative forms of transportation.  The 
higher the use of alternative methods the better the “green footprint” for the community in terms of carbon 
dioxide (CO) emissions.

How are doing?
The community and county have about the same number of people driving alone.  However, the county is using 
more forms of public transportation including greater use of 2, 3 and 4-person carpooling.
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Voter Turnout

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures voter turnout in the November General Elections.

Why is it important?
Voter participation is a key element of a democratic society, and an important indicator of civic interest and 
engagement.

How are we doing?
Voter turnout has ranged from 52% to 88%.
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Academic Performance

Description of Indicator
The Academic Performance Index  (API) is a single number, ranging from a low of 200 to a high of 1,000, which re-
flects a school, or a student group performance level, based on the results of statewide assessments. Its purpose 
is to measure the academic performance and improvement of schools. The state has set 800 as the API target 
for all schools to meet. Schools that fall short of 800 are required to meet annual growth targets until that goal 
is achieved. API targets vary for each school and student group.

Why is it important?
Schools are typically the most important factor potential residents (particularly residents with children) consider 
when evaluating communities to live. 

How is the school doing?
The Martinez Unified School District consistently surpasses the State based API base target of 800.  (Note: Data 
only for Martinez Unified School District, there is one elementary school serving Martinez that is in Mt. Diablo 
Unified School District).
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Comparative Report

Description of Indicator
This report section compares Martinez to a sample group of other agencies.  The indicators show how the city 
compares to these agencies.  The selected comparison agencies are Benicia, Dublin, Pittsburg, Pleasant Hill and 
Walnut Creek.  The comparison data came from the respective 2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports 
(CAFR’s) from each agency (except Pleasant Hill, 2013 CAFR).

Assessed Valuation (AV)
This indicator measures the AV of real and personal property.
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Comparative Report

Why is it important?
Property taxes are generally the first or second highest revenue stream for local government agencies.  The AV 
amount is critical to the amount of property taxes available to support services. 

How are we doing?
The city ranks fifth of the six agencies listed.
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Total Revenues

Description of Indicator
This indicator describes total revenues per capita.  These revenues include property, sales, transient occupancy, 
(e.g. hotel taxes), business licenses, licenses and permits and general revenues.

Why is it important?
This shows the amount of revenues as compared to peer agencies.  

How are we doing?
Among the comparative agencies the city ranks fourth out of the six agencies.   Walnut Creek and Dublin have 
significant sales tax generators including regional malls and large scale established automobile dealerships. 
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Property Tax Revenues

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures property tax per capita.

Why is it important?
Property taxes are listed number one or two as the largest revenue sources for most California public agencies.

How are we doing?
The city ranks fourth of the agencies shown.
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Sales Tax Revenues

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures sales tax per capita.

Why is it important?
Sales taxes are the number one or two largest revenue sources for most California public agencies.

How are we doing?
The city ranks sixth of the agencies shown, as the city does not have a large regional mall, automobile row, or 
multiple big box stores.  
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Licenses, Permits and Fees

Description of Indicator
This measures the amount of license (e.g., business license) permits (e.g. building etc.) and fee revenues.

Why is it important?
This is an indicator of business and development activity.

How are we doing?
The city ranks second of the agencies shown.
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Total Expenses Per Capita

Description of Indicator
This indicator describes total expenses per capita.  These expenses include general government, community 
development, public works and public safety.

Why is it important?
The measure provides an indication of resources committed to providing public services and the amount of 
expenditures compared to peer agencies.  

How are we doing?
The city ranks fourth of the agencies shown.
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Employees Per Capita

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures the total number of employees in each city and on a per capita basis (per 1,000 popu-
lation).

Why is this important?
The number one expense for public agencies is staff.  This measure weighs the relative staffing of an agency to 
provide services compared with other agencies providing similar services.

How are we doing?
The city ranks fourth with less staffing than Benicia, Walnut Creek, Dublin and comparable to Pleasant Hill.
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Public Safety Employees

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures the total number of public safety employees per capita.  

Why is this important?
Public safety costs are generally the single largest cost associated with local municipal services.

How are we doing?
The city ranks fifth of the six agencies shown.

3.21 

1.91 

1.49 
1.77 

1.34 

1.71 

-

0.50 

1.00 

1.50 

2.00 

2.50 

3.00 

3.50 

Benicia Dublin Martinez Pleasant Hill Pittsburg Walnut 
Creek

Public Safety Employees/Cap



Community Report Card	 City of Martinez

2015	 30

General Government Employees

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures the number of employees not specifically assigned to a particular department.

Why is it important?
It provides an indicator of the resources dedicated to general municipal operations.

How are we doing?
The city ranks sixth out of the agencies listed, meaning the city has the lowest general government expenditures 
per capita.
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Community Development Employees

(Note: This indicator is difficult to compare agency to agency as different agencies put different positions in this 
functional area.  The data simply show the total as reported). 

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures the number of community development employees.

Why is it important?
It is a measure of resource allocation to support community development activity.

How are we doing?
The city ranks fourth of the six agencies shown.
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Public Works Employees

(Note: This indicator is difficult to compare agency to agency as different agencies put different positions in this 
functional area.  The data simply show the total as reported). 

Description of Indicator
This indicator measures the number of public works employees.

Why is it important?
It is a measure of resource allocation to support public works activities.

How are we doing?
The city ranks second of the six agencies shown.
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Disclaimer

The information in this report was obtained from sources deemed reliable. However, no responsibility for errors 
and omissions is assumed by the city.

If you have questions, please contact the City Manager’s Office at 925.372.3500


