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Special Meeting  
March 24, 2014  

Martinez, CA  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Oaks at 6:30 p.m. with the City Council and the 
Mt. Diablo Unified School District Board at the Hidden Valley Elementary School, 
Multi-Use Room, 500 Glacier Drive, Martinez. 
 
PRESENT: AnaMarie Avila Farias, Councilmember, Lara DeLaney, Councilmember, Mark 

Ross, Councilmember, Michael Menesini, Vice Mayor, and Rob Schroder, 
Mayor. 

EXCUSED: None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PRESENT: Barbara Oaks, President; Lynne Dennier, Boardmember, Cheryl Hansen, 

Boardmember, Linda Mayo, Boardmember. 
EXCUSED: Brian Lawrence, Vice President. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
President Oaks stated that it was the desire of the Board to meet with all the cities that the 
District serves and have a dialogue with the Council and the residents of Martinez to see how 
schools are performing. 
 
Mayor Schroder expressed appreciation to the Mt. Diablo Unified School Board and 
Superintendent for arranging the meeting. He noted that this was the first time they have met and 
hoped the dialogue continues.   
 
*Councilmember Avila Farias arrived at 6:35 p.m 
 
President Oaks introduced their new Superintendent Dr. Nellie Meyer who will also conduct a 
presentation later in the meeting. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT (Items listed on the agenda) 
 
Vickie Gordon commended the Board and Council for getting together to discuss issues that face 
all of us. She indicated that she would like to see a pathway from the local schools to the colleges 
and that they work together. She also announced that the Community College District Board has 
decided to put another bond on the ballot, Measure E, which will address facility needs. She 
requested support from the cities and the school districts. Vice Mayor Menesini encouraged that 
the cost of college units be affordable to the middle class. Councilmember DeLaney asked how 
much the bond issuance was. Ms. Gordon reported that it was $450 million. Ms. Gordon added 
that currently there is one bond for $13 per $100,000 for community colleges; this bond, if 
passed, would bring it up to $26 per $100,000.  
 
President Oaks wished the Community College well and thanked Ms. Gordon for her public 
service.  
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Rick Hernandez spoke on the superior education here in Contra Costa. He addressed the Council 
with traffic safety concerns of children stepping off the sidewalks onto the street to walk to 
school due to overgrown weeds and the traffic congestion during morning drop-offs and 
afternoon pick-ups. Mr. Hernandez thanked the Council for the new park. Mayor Schroder 
indicated that the Council does pay for a crossing guard for the children’s safety and he noted 
that the weeds will be taken care of. 
 
CeCe Seldrick thanked the Board, Superintendent and the Council for holding this meeting. She 
stated that the financial economics are getting better, she urged the Board to start funding the 
GATE program, so that the talented children can achieve to their highest level. Ms. Seldrick 
indicated that during the financial crises, funding for the gifted and talented was discontinued. 
She urged them to look at the GATE program again. 
 
*Councilmember Ross arrived at 6:50 p.m. 
 
3. LOCAL CONTROL ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN (LCAP) PRESENTATION 
 BY DR. NELLIE MEYER 
 
Dr. Meyer reviewed the Plan informing the community about the new local control funding 
formula, which will provide a funding increase for each student based on grade and 
demographics (low income, English learner, and/or foster youth).  She added that the extra 
money will be used for smaller class size for K through 3rd grade; for 9th through 12th grade 
classes, the funding will be used toward college/career paths; and 4th through 8th grade students 
have been excluded. 
 
She indicated that the District will be providing workshops to engage the community in the 
development of the LCAP, assist with prioritization of actions and provide a timeline and next 
steps.  
 
Discussion was held regarding English learners, parent involvement, special education needs and 
integration with Diablo Valley College (dual credits for attending college while in high school). 
 
4. INFORMATION EXCHANGE WITH MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL 
  
President Oaks expressed concern in regards to traffic safety, traffic flow during school hours 
here at Hidden Valley School. Mayor Schroder indicated that the City did look at this issue years 
ago, and at that time lanes were relined and the drop off was rearranged. He noted that the City 
Engineer Tim Tucker is in the audience listening to the concerns and requested him to contact 
the Principal and school staff to see if there was anything else that could be done to move the 
cars along. 
 
Mayor Schroder brought up a concern regarding the locked gate between the school and Hidden 
Valley Park.  Public Works Department would like the gate to be unlocked in the morning so that 
they can better maintain the park and the Little League has requested that gates be opened so that 
the equipment can be easily transported to and from the fields and it would allow extra parking. 
Mayor Schroder stated that City staff would be responsible for locking the gate in the evening.  
Vice Mayor Menesini stated that if the gates were unlocked the parking lot could be used for 
overflow parking and should alleviate some of the school’s traffic concerns.   
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President Oaks believed there would not be a problem and would contact the Principal to inform 
him of the request, but she suggested that the City contact the Principal to discuss the matter as 
well. 
 
District Director of Measures Mr. Tim Cody provided an update on current planned 
improvements for Hidden Lakes Elementary School including new buildings, technology, 
security, solar, “Columbine” lock upgrade and future upgrades such as replacing hazardous 
materials, replacement of older doors and windows and heating and air systems.  He noted that 
the information is on the District’s website under Measure C Projects. 
 
Mayor Rob Schroder stated that it was very important to keep the dialogue open with the School 
Board. He thanked the public for attending and provided the Board and staff with City pins. 
 
Councilmember Mark Ross echoed the Mayor’s comments that it is very important to keep the 
communication going and he thanked the public for attending. 
  
Councilmember AnaMarie Avila Farias expressed appreciation to the Board for reaching out to 
the Council. She indicated that the Council was a strong supporter of education. 
  
President Barbara Oaks stated that the meeting was very informative and expressed her 
appreciation to staff and the public for attending this meeting. 
 
Board Member Lynne Dennier invited the Council to the MDEA Second Annual Awards 
recognizing teachers, volunteers, etc., to be held on May 15th. 
 
Board Member Linda Mayo announced that a presentation will be given by Mt. Diablo teachers 
called the “Common Core Grades K through 5th and 6th through 12th” at the Pleasant Hill Library 
tomorrow at 6:30 p.m. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. to a Regular City Council Meeting on April 2, 2014 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez California.     
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 

Rob Schroder, Mayor    Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk – 09/03/14 
  
 


